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‘present. A Standing Order will issue accordingly.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- 2nd February-1870. :

No. 30.  Read the following circular from the Government of India, Publi¢
Works ~Department, (Account—General,) to the Secretary to the
Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated Fort William,
- 20th December 1869, No. 102:— ‘

- Tee Government of India having lately had under review the Accountant-
General’s report on the working of ‘the departmental accounts dnring the past
year, desire to draw the attention of the ¢ifferent Governments and Admibistrations
and the Members of the Department to the subject, with especial reference to one
point dwelt on in-it, »iz., the rate of despatch maintained in the compilation of

" divisional accounts and rendering them for aud\t.

2. The Government of India dbéerve with gratification that, in the matter
of account, the department has for some time been working, on the whole, with a

‘very satisfactory degree of punctuality.! The average rate of progress attained to,
‘taking one division’ with another, i3 quite equal to what is’ contemplated by the

Code, while the exceptions to the Coéle_gﬁ»@}qugi‘_xfi_r_lg“t}}_aﬁt divisional accounts

_ ¢hould be despatched by the end of the month following that to which they relate

are now of comparatively rare oceurrence,......._.___ _ . _

3. Bat the fact that such cases are ‘now 8o rare seems to show that they need

- mot ever occur -at all, and the Gov;exj‘nor-General in - Council requests that all

Governments and Administrations will give  their attention to this important

* matter, in view to the prevention for the future of any cases of delay being allowed

to occur, and to the maintenance throughout the department of complete punctuality.

- Where such delays héppe;l‘they probably arise from defective arrangements of -
L some kind, which should be at once inquired into and remedied effectually,

_ 4 Bat furfbé;-_His Exééllehcy in Council thinks that the times allowed for
passing the accounts through their different stages may with propriety be shortened.

At present one month is allowed for thé compilation of divisional accounts, another
month for auditing and booking them, while three months are allowed for render-*-
~ ing the provincial accounts by Controllers. But thése dates were fixed when only

- a limited experience had been gained of the present system, and the rate of punc-

tuality attaiped in many parts of India—especially in the Presidencies of Madras
and Bombay, which the Governor-General in Council gladly tales this opportunity

~ of recognizing—would appear to indicate that so much time js not really needed.
- The accounts of some divisions, and those by no means exceptionally light ones,
are now rendered within a week after the close of every month, and this without )

interfering with the Tequirements of work, but simply by the employment of

_ proper method. ~ On this point an extract from a note by the Accountant-General

- accounts might be despatched by the 20th of the succeeding month, and those of

the Controller within two-and-a-half months at latest instead of three months as at

: 5. Pix‘nctualityr in i'enderihg tlie Public Works Accounts is not only desirable
in itself; it is of .extreme importance for the financial arrangemepts of the country
generally that the expenditure in all departments of the State should be accounted
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the requirements of work, but simply - by, the employmeat of proper method.
On this point an extract from a note by _ ‘the Accountant General is attached.
' Judging from these facts there appears-no question that the time fixed for
"« . rendering the accounts may be shortened, and for the future the divisional

accounts might be despatched by the 20th of tho succeeding month, and
those of the Controller within 2} months at latest, instead of three months as
at preselit. A Standing Order will issue accordingly.

!
5. Punctuality in rendering the Public Works Accounts is not only : 1
desirable in itself; it is of extreme 1fnportance for the financial arrangements ﬁ
of the country generally, that the expenditure in all Departments of the State
should be accounted for with the/\imost possible rapidity. Tlre Governor
General in Council relies confidently on the cordial aid of all the Officers of
this Department bemo' a.fforded }owards this end.
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