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{, tary rank by Serjeants whomay complete fifteen years’ general service before.him, -
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. No. 714. " Read the following' letter from the Officiating Superinténding Engi-™ "

T * ment, dated Madura, 21st January 1870, No, 2,430 :—

e 1 Copy of Mr, Seton’s letter. - -

L 4

tary rank by men whom he has up to this time so far passed by in Departmental - -
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ceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, -~
' 3lst Janvary1870.. - .

AR aE

.Pro

neer, 8th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart- :

- -1 BAVE the honour to submit-copy .of a letter, dated the 10th ultimo, addressed - .

‘ \ ~ to me by Supervisor Mr. Seton, and - .

"1 Extract Servico Register. - asking for the consideration of his claims -~
1 Recommendation Roll. ~ ~ ~ for promotion to Warrant rank. R

2. Mr, Seton réi)iesénts that he is‘at preseﬁt'liable to be su?erseded in Mili-

- e iee

N

and that sich Serjeants, by virtue of entering the rank of Sub-Conductor first, will

hereafter, in the ordinary course, pass over him also in_the Departmental list
by becoming Assistant Engineers when they attain the rank of Deputy . Assistant L
Commissary with an Honorary Commission: Thus Mr. Scton shows that he gains™ ™ %7}
no advantage from meritorious conduct and rapid rise in the Departmental grades, " u:
but that, whereas, Overseers may be promoted to Sub-Conductor in the next few .
months immediately on completion of fifteen years’ sefvice ; he,a lst-class Super- *
visor, may find that all vacancies are filled up at the date of hig completing fifteen .
years' service, and may, therefore, have to wait an indefinite period for his promo- . "

L -

tion, - ‘ 7 , | . Ll
" Mr, Seton also considpr's that if the Warrant Officers of the Public Works - (
Department bad been kept up to their full nungerical strength, he would have been -
promoted to act as Sub-Conductor some time ago,"and thus have maintained his

position. ) ' 7
3, The conditions for promotion to Warrant rank require fifteen years’ total
service, including five years’ service as a Serjeant and respectable character and = .. g
attainments. Serjeant Seton has been eight and a half years a Serjeant, but his total* -
- service is not more than fourteen and a half years reckoned up to the 1st February -
1870 ; he has been nine years employed in the Public Works Department, and for ~

the last five and three-fourth years has held the rank of Supervisor. o

It éppearé to me that Mr.  Seton’s case is somewliat an exceptional one; forl: o
do not find on the list any other Serjeant who has risen in the same way in the + . :
Departmenta! list above his cotemporaries, aad it seems hard, too, thail¢ should ,

have no other prospect but of being supersed: 1 both in the Departinent and in Mili-

rank. _ - _ ‘- o 4]
i. I would, therefore, recommend for consideration whether there would he 4
objection to Serjeaht Seton })eing appointed to act as Sub-Conductor, previous t:) I
the datc when his fifteen years’ service expire, viz., the 1st August 1870 ; or other )

wise, 1 ywould venture to make a suggestion that, when promotions are about to c OV e

s

" madets ill vacancies, a place’ might be rescrved for a time to enabic a Ser’on '¥ | .,

‘. have, therefore, little personal knp._wledgg\gf his general (%harai_{ter.; but I gnclogz,e fhe s

~e <

:<& eligible, to complete the service qualifying for promotion. 5 -
otherwisé eligible, to comp qualiiying for p L Ay .,/.!{: e,

.5. Serjeant Seton has been a very short time only in this division, ﬁnd. o

_'rh“_..s_csx . o & . . - —y R
’



Proceedmgs of the Madras Govérnment, Publw W'orlts Department
: 31st Januar/ 1870.

of promotron is favourdbly recewed for d1sposa.1 in the Mrhtary Department

e

~ No. 715.. OzpER 'rm:m:ou, 3lst January 1870, No '370. - e

EST ABLISHMENT, No. 63." THE Government see nothmg in

. departure from the rule which requires

fifteen years’ servicein the Army before he can be consrdered as eligible for advance-
- ment to the Warrant grades. e 4

[ PO

1 : o - VzdcpagelOofArmyLrst

5 o - the rules for promotron. : o
’ ] " . ' L + <" (True Extract.) o

R oo Colonel, R.E.,
) . o Secretary 0 Governmmt

“To the Superintending Engineer, 8th Division. S ‘
To all other Superintending Engineers,~ - = - oL T
To the Military Department. - T R
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Extract of Service Regrster, and also a Recommendatmn Roll in case the questron :‘.

Serjeant Seton’s case to warrant any N

that a Non-Comnnssmned Officer in the Public Works Department should have
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- -~_As there are at present six vacan-

cies in the grade of Sub-Conductor,
the Supenntendmo‘ Eno'meers will furnish to the Adjutant- Genera.l a list of the names .
“of the Serjeants employed in thelr respectrve dmsrons who may be quahﬁed under -
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