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Proceedmn's of the }Iadras Government, Publzc Works Department
27th January 1870.

R

. ‘ MILITARY WORKS, No. 19.

-No. 672.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the :

Military Department :—
Passing orders on the subject of the theft com-} . ) *

. mitted in the Grand Arsenal, and approving
. of the works proposed for the addxtwnal secu- (Here enter 12th Ja.m;a.ry 1670, No. 81.)

: rity of the bulldmg

- No. 673. " - ORDER THEREON, 27th January 1870, No. 348.

CoMMUNICATED to the Superintending
Engineer of the 4th Division, who will
submit an estimate for the workreferred to.
. (True Extract.) .

{Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
- Secretary to Government,

e, .
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) " * Proceedings of the Madras Go_vernment, ﬁﬁlilary ])¢73ai-t'merr,t.
. . . 12th Junuary 1870. . S
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| ""IRead the following letters :— . o
N L No. 115. From the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, o
! ,“‘ ) T the Officiating Secretary . to Govermx;ent, .\liiit;ry Depzirlment; dated
Fort Saint George, 24th November 1869, No. 2(37, . .

-

‘ % - T have the honor to report, that on the 4th October 1869, two pistol locks and
l‘\:‘, ! ~ two old matph locks, which were kept in the model room of the Grand Arvsenal,
,"z,’ﬁ w‘ere' fg)m}d missing, on the Armoury being opened ,—and thiat again between 4.p. 3.,
| L o on Saturdav, the 16th, and 8 A. M., on
N # 4 Moskets. . o ’
i 5 Dimcl. - .. Monday, the 18th of Uctdber 1869, the -
i 4 usket locks, . - B
N 1 Pistol lock, Armouvry of tlie Grand Arscnal was
o - 2 Match locks, ¢ . . . .
AR - entered, and the &1 ticles specified in the
o N , _ margin* abstracted. _
! ge T 9. Articles like match locks and muskets, it was considered, could not be
130 B conveyed out side the Arsenal or the gates of the fortress without detection, and the

-~

[T T

deficient articles under European supervision but without success.

-

3. In the case of the second robbery reported above,—on the Armoury being
- _ opened on Monday -morning the 18th ultimo, & chickledar (named N ursimloo

i

employed in the Armoury whose duty it was, under the superintendence of tho
Conductor in charge, to close the shutters of the Armoury windows,) reported that
he had found one of these open. This chickledar stated that he had closed the
___shutters on the previous Saturday,—but as the shutters could not easily have been
- opened from without, if they had been properly fastened, and there were no marks
" on the shutter to show that it had been tampered with,—and further, as this window
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assistance from a ladder from its being close toa ﬁighi: of steps leading up to the-
Armoury, the Commissary of Ordnance, then in charge of the Arsenal, wasstrongly
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cand I coincide with him in this opinion.

“Monday morning, which belongs to chickledar Strenavassoo, and he states that he

—a portion of the Atsenal on the lower story,—and at a

" left it in the work-shop,
. great distance from where it was found, which raises a strong suspicion against him.

5. Itis difficalt to anderstand . how a man “could have gained access to the
cast Arsenal-yard by day without being seen from -the outside, and at night, there
is an European guard in this, yard, and the probability is, that the men remained
in the Arsenal from Saturday evening by secreting themselves when the Arsenal
T hey took the epportunity to effect the robbery between

was closed, and thiat t
Sunday morning and Sunday evening, during which time, the European Artillery

guard is withdrawn from the east-yard of the Arsenal. ,

t

o

" in the Arsenal, although they could not get out themselves, they could manage to

“pass out arms to accomplices outside in t
“Ramparts to the south. - ‘
7. . Areport of the ro
_enquiry has been made to'discovert
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matter was communicated to the different guards, and every search was made for the -

is one of the only windows conveniently situated for access without any climbing or

of opinion that chickledar Nursimloo must bave intentionally left the shutter open, -

'"4.- A native’s cloth was found in the Armoury when it was opened on the o

- -
< tb s
.

6, Ithasbeen discovered that if any man or men had thus concealed themselves

he road_bctween thie Arsenal and the

bbery was immediately made to the Police, and every
he thieves and the stolen’ propetty, but without
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. Proceedings of the Madras G'orernment .BIxhlary Dcpartment ;
12¢4 Jauuarj 1870. . 1

o n—

8.. S\.eprcxon at one time fell ‘on two peons of: ‘this Department who sleep in
~ the office at night, but the Police could make no case out against them, and after
a careful inspection of these premises, I do not agree with the Commissary of =
Ordnance as to the complicity of any of the men in this office with the thieves, and S
am clearly of opinion that the peons had nothing to do with the robbery, and that
- the thieves were confined to men employed in the Arsenal only. ’ )

9. Ihave communicated with the Comrmssary of Ordnance in char«re of the ;
Grand Arsenal, and also with the Executive I ngineer in the Fort, and approve ,
of the measures sutwesfed by the latter Officer, in his extract of orders appended '
marked B, and with the view to make the Arsenal and these premrses secure, I
request that the sanction of Government may be granted for the recommendations

of the Exccutive Engineer bemrr carried into effect. © . . S Yy
<

10. I herewith beg to submit the report on this matter, whieh I liave recewed
-~ from the Lommxssar)' of Ordnance, ‘

Grand Arsenal,* and with reference
X to paragraph 5 of the’ reporf I have

informed the Commrssary of Ordnance, Grand Arsenal, that he is not to take any-
gteps as to the dlscharn'e of any of . the chickledars, vuthout first commumcatmg

with me on their eases.

11. Under the exp]anatmn aﬂ'orded I would solicit the pernnssron of Govern-

% No 2877, dated 20th November }&69
. Markod A,

ment to be allowel to wnte off the deficient artlcles from tre Grand Arsenal -

returns. ST ST S , s o ’
\ o I R :

No. 1186. F rom the Acting Inspector General of Ordnance and Macrazmes, to the .. S

Officiating Secretary to Government, Mrhtary Department dated Fort
-Saint George, 4th December 1869, No. - wE . : A )

In reply to your memorandum dated 2ath November 1869, 1 have the honor
to inform y ou, that I have ascertained from the Executive Enfrmeer, Premdency, :
that the approximate cost for prov1dmo' for the additional security of the Grand
Arsenal as proposed in my report No. m, dated 21tb 1dem, is Rupees 800 '

-~

-t —

¥

- No. 117-, - .. Orper THEBEON, I2th January 1870 No. 81

The Governor in Councrl regrets to learn that the thefts reported in the earher
_ of the foregoing letters have been committed, and that - the Ordnance Department
-and Police have failed to trace the thieves,” although it seems clear that the employés -

of the Arsenal and perhaps these of the Inspector General’s Oﬁ:ce must have been
zmphcated :

- ——

-

2. The Government drrect that a more rigid snrvelﬂance be exer(:xsed in \
 fature over those whose duty it i is to elose doors and wmdows of the Arsenal ;

3. The works proposed for the additional securlty of the burldmg are

approved and will be undertaken by the Depart ment Pubhc Works when funds are
available, B
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Lruted January, 12th,
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6. Q 12th Jawuary I8T0, No. 81.
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Passing orders on the subject of the ‘L’ﬂe"\g

j " committed i in the Grand Arsenal, and approving off

 “the works prop sl Jip the additional security c;

« - tho building. ‘ - _ {
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