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L

I’roceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public U’or/w Department,
‘ 25th January 1870. :

Read the following letter from Major J. I M, SHAW STEWART, L 2

R. E., Consulting Engineer for Railways, to the Secretary to Government, L
Pubhc Works Department, dated Madras, 24th December 1869, No. 425 :—

Apphcatwn from thée Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company - L

requesting the sanction of Government to the following estimate :—

MADRAS RAILWAY.: . o ‘ : A

NEILGHERRY Braxca LIXE.
Esh mate for the Jfirst sections.

Budges and masonry . v
- Earth- wor%s

~RS.. A, P,
1,49,137 15 4

Earth-works in road approaches ... . 2,500 0 0 - v
Do. in cuttings and embankments 67,516 4 0 -
" Extraearth-works at statlons, extra drains, etec. . 6,000 0-0 P
Pitching slopes - ... . L e C 24,720 0 O £
Fencing (ditch and mound) ' .. -13,08¢ 8 O . i
" - DBallasting and Permanent Way. ‘
~ Ballasting ... - T . 29,095 0 0 - s
Permanent Way " L e e 804574 0 2 -
Gates . e e o mOT 3,750 0 0 -
Mile stones - e . .60 0 O .
Maintenance of way and works 20,737 8 0
~ Bunrralows o ] 4,575 0 O |
( » , Miscellancous. 3 ' ":
Metalling of roads . .. 2,500 00 .
- Gate-keepers’ lodges e i . 8,020 0 0 . A
- Chests for Plate-layer’s tools ... Y. .. 872 0 0 :
- Gradient posts ... , ... j ’ 154 0 0O
Contingencies. v e e 64,110 12 6 .
‘ . Total., 705211 0 0 . :
1. The branch line commences at 301 miles 5 chains from Madras. It
~ leaves the South-West Line of the Madras Railway at a point 63 chains to the
south of Pothancor Station. The length of the first section is 9 miles 73 chains.
I have carefully examined the selected line; and am satisfied that no better route
" could have been chosen. ’
2. The estimate prov1des for nmeteen wrought-iron girder bridges resting
on, masonry abutments and piers, the largest of these*being one of three 50-fect
: openmas All the bridges have been desxgned for a single line of rails only.
3. The ground is undulatmg, and - the gradlents range from 1 in 101-54 e
7 » ) to 1 in 660.  The difference of level :
Ending - ... 447.15 between the extreme ends of the section
Commencing v e . 287°50 is 159-65. .
159-65 4. The average quantities of earth-

: : work and masonry per mile are 30,4061
and 83 _cubic yards respectively. = The average estimated outlay per mﬂe '
mcludmﬂ' permanent way materials, is Rupees 71,144,



le

Proceedings of the M adraa Government, Public YWorks Dcpartment
26th January 1870.

ot

5. The sufficiency or otherwise of the waterway allowed has not yet been
certified to in the usual manner. The Superintending Engineer of the 7th
Division will be communicated with on the subject, and, on receipt of his reply,
the allowance of waterway shall be revised if necessary:.

6. There will probably be two stations within this’ section, at" Oonnbatore
and Tudialoor respectively. These will be designed with due regard.to the
strictest economy. The sites proposed for the stations are unexceptionable.

7. The rates in the estimates now submitted are reasonable, and I recom-
mend the total sum, Rupees 7,05,211, for sanction.

8. With regard to the Order of Government dated the 5th October 1869,
No. 3,209, communicating the instructions of the Government of India to the

effect that no expenditure is to be sanctroned until complete estimates shall have -

heen approved by that Government I beg to draw attention to the accompanymg

letter from the Agent with regard to
. sl‘\l:e 72? 17th December 1869 with enclo- the “advantages which will be gained

. - by an immediate commencement of the

work. I desire to state my concurrence in the opinions expressed by the Agent-
and the Chief Engineer, and I beg to recommend that if possrble early permission -

to commence the work on this section may-be granted in ant1c1pat10n of the
submission of plans and estimates for the remaining sections.

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the ConSultmg Englneer for
. - Ra.xlways dated Madras, 17th December 1869 No. 729.

&

I 5AVE the honour to submxt for the sanction of Government the undermentloned plans

working section, estimate, and bridge drawings for the first ten miles of the l\exlgherry Branch
Line, involving an outlay of Rupees 7,05,211 :— .

: -

Working Survey and Section of the first ten miles, Nexloherry Branch Lme RIS

, Plan No I—Double 64-feet opening with wrought—xron gxrders at 5 mlles 29 chaxns
Neilgherry Branch Line.

»» No. 2,—Three 50-feet openings with wroufrht-rron glrders at 5 miles 68 chams
Neilgherry Branch Line.

»» No. 3.—12 inches cast-iron pipe, Neilgherry Branch Line.

amounting to Rupees 7,05,211.

2. 1 beg to eolicit your special attention to the Actmg Chief Englneer s letter of the 13th :

instant, No. 515, (copy enclosed,) more particularly to paragraphs 1 and 2, and to observe that, as
I concur in the opinion expressed by Mr. Going, I shall feel obhged by your representing to His
Excellency the Governor in Council the saving in time which will follow an immediate commence-
ment of the works. The staff has been appomted and, if we are allowed to break ground at once

and collect material, we shall be in a position, by the time the land is handed over to us, to prose-

cute the works with vigour. The completion of the first section will, as pomted out by the Actmg
Chief Engineer, greatly facilitate the transport of matenal for the other sectxons D

R PR L

From T. H. GOING, Esq., Acting Chief Envxneer, to the Agent and Manao'er of the Madras
- Railway Company, dated Madras, 13th December 1869, No. 915.

I BavE the pleasure to submit herewith plans, section,

estimate, and bridge d f
~ first ten mrles of the N erlgherry Branch Line, amogs for e

DU o)

Estimate of the cost of constructing the first ten miles of the Neilgherry Branch com-
mencing at 301 miles 5 chains and endmg at 310 miles 78 chams from Madras,

and request you will kmdly dxrect the attentxon of the ’
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
25th January 1870.

Consultmrr Englneer to the desirableness of obtaining sa.nctxon for commencing the construction of
this portion in anticipation of the remainder of the line ; for, though I fully expect to bein a
position to submit plans, estlmates, etc., for this latter by the middle of February next, yet there
would be so much time gznned towards the final completion of the works were we allowed to com-

+ mence operations on the first section without awaiting sanction for the entire line.

~ 2. My principal reason for this opinion arises from & consideration of the importance of
fecxhtatmg the transport of materml for the further portions, which can only be effected by opening
up the first section at as early a date as possible.

3. Iladit not been that Mr. West, the Engineer who conducted the survey, out of considera-
tion for the growing crops left an incomplete interval which the illness from fever, of himself and
party as well as the wet season, prevented ‘his finishing so soon as he expected, the present applica-
tion for sanction should have been made before now.

" 4. In respect of the route adopted between Coimbatore Rallway Station and the town, Imay
remark that another course had been originally proposed by which the branch was made to leave
the main line directly from the station platform, south end. The adopted route leaves the main
line 63 chains south of the station, and has the advantage of being 32 miles 61 chains shorter.
It also obviates the necessity of bridging the Noyel river, and has fewer bridges, culverts, and level
crossmgs The section, too, is more favourable, and the land traversed less valuable.

5. The site of the station at Coimbatore town has been gelected in consultation with the .
Civil authorities, and is, indeed, the only convenient one available,

6. . Tudialoor has been selected as the site of an intermediate station as being a more import-
ant centre of trade than Goodaloor, ongrna.lly proposed. There is stated to be a weekly market
on a large scale held there. :

7. 'To provide for the numerous sma.ll irrigation channels encountered it has been thonght
desirable on economical grounds to substitute for the ordinary culverts of masonry 12-inch
cast-iron pipes. A design for culverts constructed in this way is now furnished, and the estxmate

provrdes for them

No. 590, ORDER THEREON, 25th January 1870, No. 306
' — * OzpERED that the estimate submitted
l ~ RAILWAY, No. 67. with this application be forwarded to the

Government of India :—
(Here enter No. 307 dated 25th J. anuary 1870 )
(True Extract ) :

Colonel, R. E.,

Secret':_try'to Government.

5

o To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. A. St ROlgeW'

AL
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PupLic Works DEPARTMENT,
Forr St. GEORGE, 25th January 1870.

No. 307.
No. 591,
To
Tae SECRETARY 1o TRE GOVERNMENT oOF INDIA,
PusLic WoRES DEPARTMENT.
l RAILWAY, No. 68. " SIR,—With. reference to the corres-
pondence marginally noted regarding

the proposed Neilgherry Branch of the
To Government of India, dated 4th August 1868, 37, dI;‘asp Railway ofromyPoo thanoor to

No. 2,498.

From  do. dated 2nd September 1868, Kullar, I am directed herewith to for-
No. 1,011-R. o et C "

From  do. dated 8th February 1869, ward an application from the Consulting
No. 144-R. Engineer for sanction to an estimate of

To do. dated 16th April 1869, Rupees 7,05,211 for the construction of

No. 1,256. :
do. dated 5th May 1869, No. 478-R. the first section of 9 miles 73 chains.

2. After »careful examination
ion of the line

From

Major Shaw Stewart expresses himself quite satisfied with the direct
selected, and he considers the rates in the estimate to be reasonable. It is proposed
to have two stations within the first section, the first at Coimbatore and the second
at Tudialoor, which, in the opinion of the Consulting Engineer, are very eligible

positions. ‘
3. The immediate commencement of operations is strongly recommended
and, as the delay that

both by the Railway Officers and the Consulting Engineer,
will unavoidably be incurred if no expenditure is to be undertaken till complete
plans and estimates for the line are passed by the Government of India will cause
not only loss of time but increased expenditure in the end, T am to request that,
in modification of the ruling contained in Gircular No. 1,277-R., dated 2nd September

" 1869, sanction to the estimate now submitted may be granted and communicated

by telegram, on the understanding that plans and estimates for completing the
line will be submitted as soon as they can be prepared.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Colonel, R.E.,

- Secretary to Government.

Exd. A. S. Rodgers.
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