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I’roceeding'r: of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Department,
10tk December 1870,

S

No. IOZ’ Read the following Endorsement of the Military Department, dated
Fort Saint Greorge, 8th November 1870 ;—

From tho Officer Commanding Mysore Division, to the Quarter Master General,
‘ head-quarters, Fort Saint George, dated Bangalore, 1st N ovember 1870,
' No. 296,

I 5ave the honour to request you will be good enough to lay the accom pany-
ing correspondenca before the Commander-in-Chief, in the hope that Iis Excellency
will seo fit to take such action in the matter as will put a stop to the serious
inconvenience which is likely to be experienced if the Acting Superintending
Engineer of this Division is permitted to make a practice of declining to forward

. plans and estimates which have been prepared by the Executive Engineer by my

direction, and approved by me, instead of submitting the same with any remarks
he may think proper to the head of his Department, if necessary, and in all cases
for the approval of the Commander-in-Chief,

i

2. This latter course is the one laid down in the rules relating to Military
Members of the Public Works Department— Vide paragraph 20 of G.0.C.C. No. 13,
dated 8th of February 1866, and any deviation therefrom appears to me likely to
prove very injurious to the public service.

3. In the present instance the Executive Engineer at this station was called
upon, on the 13th of July last, by Brigadier-General Selby, who was at that time
in temporary command of the division, to preparea plan and estimate for additional
sick-cart accommodation at the Race Course Hospitals.

4. The present shed only containg accommodation for three sick carts ; and
as two vehicles of this description are in daily use with the European Cavalry
Regiment, and two with the Royal Horse Artillery and Field Batteries, it follows
that one cart is constantly exposed to the deteriorating effects of sun, wind, and
rain, '

5. A reference to letter No. 1,491, dated 23rd July 187 0, from the Assistant
Quarter Master General of this Division to your address, will show that some sort
.of protection is urgently required to prevent the frequent perpetration of acts of
mischief to the sick carts which are constantly brought to notice by the officers
in charge of them. ) . ,

6. The Executive Engineer was, therefore, requested to prepare a design for
constructing three additional sheds at the back of the present one, which would
complete the accommodation for the number of sick carts which will be required
when the third pavilion is finished, and also for ‘the erection of a mud wall with
coping and a gate with secure fastenings to enclose the buildings and protect ffhe

carts.
7. The design prepared by the Executive Engineer appears to me to be in

every respect suitable, and the estimate which accompanied it a very reasonable
" one. t i ‘
8. The Acting Superintending Engineer, however, as will be seen by the
- correspondence, takes great exception to both plan and estimate for reasons .stated
in his Memorandum No. 148, dated 8th October 187.0, to the .Exef:utwe'E'ngmeer;
but his objections are, I consider, fully met by Captain Wood, in his letter in reply,

No. 667, dated 14th October 1870,
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Forr Saist GEORGE, ’

.No. 15;' Omma THEREON, 10th Decembet 1870 \30. 2, 996. L S

’ 1 “MILITARY WORKS, No. 9.

. on the Race Course at Bangalore havmnr been prepared by the Executive Ilngmeer N

" unsuited to its purpose,

I’rocee«l:nns of llze l!adraz Government Pa5l:c Work: Deparlmanl
10t December 18507 T o T

- i
- v

o ,
9 I\everthdess, the Acting Supenntcndmg Engmecr dcclmea to} ﬁrecmvo T

the design which, notwithstanding it had ‘met with the npproml of the Officer -

- Commanding the D!VISIOH he stigmatizes as being “as faulty as itis paltry, and

prepared in nccordance with the ¢ Native groove.”” . = . .

10. - The g,eneral tone of Captain Roberts’ second Memomndum No. 1.)6 dated
20th October 1870, is undonbtedly objoctmnalﬂe, and in drawing attention to it,’
1 would invite reference to the correepondence iorwarded wrth my Iettct No. 258, -
dated 16th September 1870, which wasof o “similar nature. - :

"11. In conclusion, I would beg to remark that the site of the prcscnt slck ‘
_cart shed was selected in commumcatlou with Deputy Inspector-General British - - -,
Medical Service, who expressed himself well satisfied with it, and that I consider . . -

“it would be very nnadvxsable for many reasons to bmld a freah shcd in anotbet AR ’
locality. . \ ] _ : y
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MEMORANDUM. . T . « .
X “ No. 5216, ©= . = = —

. ForwarpED for submlssxon to Government for suclx actxon in the matter as - ‘

may be required.” ' - : : - . A .

"~ 2. His Excellency fully agrees 'mth the views expressed by Ma_]or-Genem.l T I

Borton in pararrraph 10 of his letter. - : o )
' By order, o o ’

(Signed) A, HOWLETT, Colonel,

R
41/& November 1870 Officialing Quarter Master General. - . ! g*g

N ot

Rmnnnn to the Public Works Department. * IR
© . (Signed) A. WILDE, MaJor General S A
T U f Secretary ta Goz:ernment. A
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I appears from these papers that a’ N
- plan and estimate for extendmg accom- !,
‘modation for sick carts at the Hospital - :
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" and approved by the Ma_]or-General Commandmg, were forwarded to the Super- K ‘2
intending Engineer for submission to Government.. Captain Roberts, however, .. = 1.
"-objected to' the plan, and pointing out wherein he considered it defectwe and ';’
gent it back for revision; whereon the I‘xecutzve I‘nomeer 5
“returned it with such explanations a3 he believed would satisfy the Supermtendmn | * ‘
"Engineer. - This however they failed to do, and Captain Roberts then peremptorxly
" desired his orders to "be. attended to. ‘Instead ‘of complym CasctamW ood appears _
to have rcferred the matter to the Ma30r-General who has handed 1t up to the
Government throu"h Ihs Etcellency the Commander-m Chtef T :-, G
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Proccedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
t : 10tk December 1870,

Superintending Engineer to eriticise a design which, prepared by the Executive
. Engiveer, had received the approval of the Military authorities; but the Govern-
ment having ruled that Superintending
Engineers are to be held responsible for
b the suitability of all designs which they may submit, it was open to Captain
Roberts to return to the Executive Engineer the plan in question, if, in the Acting
Superintending Engineer’s opinion, it was faulty or not prepared on approved
'g principles, and it was Captain Wood’s duty to have obeyed the orders of his
' departmental superior. The Executive Engineer was, under the circumstances,
to blame for the course adopted by him, and he will now be directed to submit at
{  once a modified plan and estimate in conformity with the Acting Superintending
Engineer’s instructions. The latter Officer will then submit both designs together
with a plan of the whole locality. With both before them the Government will
be in a position to determine the design to which preference is to be given.

3. His Excellency in Council is constrained to remark that Captain Roberts
would have exercised more discretion had he sent up to the Government the plan
and estimate approved by the Military authorities with an expression of his own
views. It is clear that the language used by him in his last letter to Captain
Wood was irritating and disrespectful to the Major-General Commanding, and
i the Government must express their disapproval of the tone in which that and
i his other communications under notice are couched.

(True Extract.)

4
J G. 0. No. 777, dated 20th March 1565,
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To the Acting Superintending Engineer, 5th Division.'
Military Department, with one Enclosure.
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