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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
o4¢h January 1870. '

No. 556. Read the following Jetter from the Deputy-Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Public Works Department, (Buldings and Roads—Civil
Buildings,) to the Secretary to the Government of Madras 1n the
Public Works Department, Jated Fort Wilhiam, 29th November 1869,

No. 708-B.C —

acknowledge receipt of your letter, No 2,962, dated 9th Sep-

I ax directed to
amounting to Rupees 3,37,500, for

tember 1869, submitting plans and an estumate,
a Central Jail at Vellore, and, in reply, to communicate the following observations

9. The expenditure Up to 31st March last was Rupees 1,83,864 , the grant
for the current year was Rupees 75,000, which has been supplemented by Rupees
30,000 by & transfer from the Cannanore Jail  If all this be expended, a sum of
Rupees 2,88,864 will, by the end of the current year, have been spent ;)ut of the

estimate for the J a1l no
3. The time for aseful criticism has therefore almost passed. But 1 am to

communicate the following remaiks on the project, with a view to some reduction
of cost being made, if possible, on the work still remaining to be done.

4. The number of solitary cells provided (eighteen) 18 much below the ordi-
nary proportion, potwithstanding that separate provision is made for juveniles
ct might best be remedied by raising upper storeys on some of th(;

Perhaps this defe
barracks, wliich seem capable of supporting these superstructures.

‘ 5. The specificat1ons, genetally, seem to be extravagant, ag compa
. rod w
d for juls elsewhere. S pared with

W submutted.

v

what has been allowe
g All walls 57 to e of biick-in-lime, whereas brick-in-mud is generally

used. Perhaps the soil at Vellore is not suited for this mode of construction, but
?

if not, this should have beent stated.
7. Agan all walls are to be plastered with two coats of plaster. It is not

clear whether this is to be don? b.oth outside and inside; but it seems that mere
whitewash on the inside and pointing on the outside would suffice.

. Floors areé to
rally used with a great saving in cost

9. Doors 877 e1j;her iron-revolving or teak-doors, either panelled or partly
and partly glazed patten-doors, with 1ron-grated ones in addition, shoald
probably be cheaper. ’
10. The wood used throughout is teak which 1s expensive, perhaps some

cheaper wood might be substituted for 1t.

11, The latnine is of the style adopted at Bangalore and in some other jails
in the Madras Presidency. Its cost has been more than once objected to by the
Government of India, and 18 still thought needlessly expensive, It is estimated at

Rupees 12,970.
12. A wall, 12 feet high, instead of 15 feet, besides a basement of 1 foot 2

inches high, would suffice for the enclosure.
13. The jron-railings provided might be re-placed probably with economy

by wooden palisadmg, put this is a matter for calculation, and if cheaper, wood

ghould be used.

h
be asphalted, but‘ earthen floors ¢ leeped’ over are gene-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
24th January 1870.

14. It seems that

convicts might be employed on other works than brick-
making, and a large red

uction could be made on this account from the estimate.

15. 1 am to request that these romarks ma
such modifications made in accordance with them
the Madras Government, and that the design an
miatted.

¥ bo carefully considered, and
as may commend themsclves to
d estimate may then be re-sub-

No  557. ORDER TIEREON, 24th January 1870, No, 289

CIVIL WORKS, No. 58.

Comyunicatep to the Superintending
Engineer of the 4th Division, with

referenco to @G, 0., No 2,961, dated 9th
September 1869

2. Lieutenant-C
Inspector-Greneral or;' J:illzn;ilo]i}:aZo: ig B;esort’ after communication with tho
ble t o adras, how far h ; ;-
;al (;5 10205;1:-31‘}’ 0(1111: the suggestions of the Govcrnn;ent of Inde ‘fOHSIdcrs lthpr;Ctsl
» 10 1€, 19, and 14, Lieutenant-Colone ' 10 paragraphs {, S,
estimate now required to co 0 report the balance of the

bulldings, and what saving can be

Colonel, R.E.,

. Secretary 1, Government,

To the Superintendin
»  Controller of
w udicial Dep

¢ Engneer, 44 Division

Public Works 4
¢
artment, counts.

Exd. F. R Bantlemap,
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