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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publi C"Vor/:,g D,
ePartIne
R ne,

23rd November 1870.

Irrigation and Canal Company, to the Secretary to Governy, Dgineer §
lent, b

Works Department, dated Camp at Chintacoouta, 22nd Qgtqy.. “ubli,
No. 82 :— ‘ i ober 1870,

In reply to Qrder of Government, No. 2,456, of the 13th instant with
munication from the Government of India, objecting to two items in’ the Acou}.
Statement for January last being charged to Contingencies instead of bufht
regularly estimated for, namely, one of Rupees 50 for building Inspectorg’ huts} en
Nundial Division, and one of Rupees 100 for repairing the Ulloor bungaloy i: :ile
Hindry Division, I have the honour to explain that the buildings are tempc;ra °
structures, and that it has throughout been customary to provide Masonry Ing :y
tors, Overseers, and other employés of like classes, with ’huts similar to thosépf:;

custody of stores, the cost being debited to Contingencies of each section
or

division of work. ¥

2. The Ulloor bungalow, in’like manner, was built for a division office, a4
its cost charged to Contingencies, therefore it appeared to me that all exPend’itulr
in repairing it should properly be debited to the same head. . °

3. In regard to house-rent being paid by officers of the Company who are
provided with house accommodation, I have to report that it was at one time
namely, from April 1863 to April 1866, customary for Engineers and subordinates of
all classes generally, who occupied Company’s premises, to pay a mogﬁhly rent, though
there was no fixed rule on the subject, nor any rigid adherence to principle in practice,
In the year 1866 one of the Engineers claimed house accommodation free, his
right to which was not admitted, and the m~tter referred to the Board of Directors,
who decided that the Company should not provide free quarters for any empoiys.
d to act on this decision, and to charge rent to all persons,
who occupied Company’s premiscs; but the Chief Engi.
t while the Company should not provide accommo-
dation for their officers, it would be unfair to charge them rent for the use,
somectimes only the oceasional use, of a portion of the temporary buildings crected
for offices. Or, asit was expressed at the time, it would be hard to make a man pay
rent because he eat his dinner at his drawing table, or had his cot in one corner
of his office room. The Agent eventually concurred in the Chief Engineer’s
uence the payment of rent fell into disuse entirely, and in
t demanded from an Engincer, namely, at Dhoor,
which is a permanent building,. duly sanctioned on estimate, and intentionally
made larger than office requirements necessitated, in order to accommodate the
Enginecr, and on the understanding that he should pay rent for it.

4. In 1809 the Consulting Lngineer to Government noticed that rent was
not being paid, and a lengthy correspondence ensucd between him and the Agent
and Chief Engincer. The Cunsulting Engineer considering that all persors
availing themselves of p=biic a_ccommodation should pay rent, but the Company’s
officers remonstrated so strongly on the grounds stated above that the Government

officer yielded his. opinion, and said “it would not be necessary to make any
" which practice appears to have been not
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No. 491, P—

l | ‘ORDER THEREON, 23rd No.vvembcr 1870 .No 2816
IRRIGA I ' | | | | 1 .
ON, N a e w
T , No. 31. RED that this letter bo forward

Gove
- (H Timent of Ingi, .
ere enter No, 2,817, dated 23rd No {ndia—

OgrpEe
ed to the

vember 1870;
(True Extract.) )

Colonel, R E,
Secretary to Government
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PusLic Works DEPARTMENT,
Forr St. GeorGe, 23rd November 1870

No. 422. '
, " No. 2,817.

To '
Tae SECRETARY 1o tHE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,

PusrLic Works DEPARTMENT.

Sir,—With reference to the docket
of the Government of India, dated
28th September 1870, No. 399-1., on a
letter from the Accountant-General of the Public Works Department, dated 16th
idem, No. 1,412, I am directed herewith to forward a letter from the Consult-
ing Engineer for the Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, furnishing the

requisite explanation regarding the cir-

Building Inspectors’ huts, Nundial Divi- ?0 cumstances under which the cost of the
I{epa.si:'(i):g Ulloor bungalow, Hindry Divi- works marginally noted was charged to
BIOD .o e e ves .. 100 Contingencies.

IRRIGATION, No. 32.

N
2. Adverting to paragraph 2 of the Accountant-General’s letter, it will be
observed that between April 1863 and April 1866 it was usual, though the rule
does not appear to have been rigidly enforced, to charge rent for house accommo-
dation provided by the Company to its officers, but that the question of fihe propriety
of demanding the payment of such rent having subsequently be.en discussed, the
practice was, with the consent of the Government Consulting Engineer, abandoned.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Colonel, R.E,,

. Secretary to Government,

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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