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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
21st January 1870.

No. 472. Read the following letter from the Acting Supermtending Engineer,
4th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 17th January 1870, No. 5,085 —

1 mavE the honour to report, with reference to Government Order, No. 2,718,
dated 4th October 1869, authorizing the
employment of the Government Pleader
to prosecuto the case against the Local Fund Overseer and Maistry of the Chittoor
Range, North Arcot District, in the Sessions Court, that the trial of the prisoners
was concluded on the 8th December last and resulted 1n ther acquittal.

2. I called from Lieutenant Walker, R E , Assistant Engiieer 1n charge of

for the statement of the costs of the Suit before reporting the matter to
s due for copies of evidence,

One letter, No 574, 10th December 1869

the Range,
Government, and I learn that a sum of Rupees 8 8-01

which 1 request permussion to disburse.

3. The Assistant Engineer is of opinion that the cruninal charge against the
prisoners broke down because great delay occurred 1n the trial, and the Government
Pleader resigned lus appointment just before the date of the Sessions at Chuttoor,
and left no competent person available to conduct the prosecution.

4, The Overscer, Rungasawmy Moodelliar, was charged with obtaining a blank
Station Book from the Pyghust of Trunk Road No. IIL, with the names of coolies
filled 1n, 1n therr own hand-wniting, and submitting this document to the Range
Office with his own fictitious entries of expenditure. Of course, the original Station

Book was destroyed, and a copy of the false one and Cooly Rosters kept at the

work to satisfy the Range Officer. The plea set up in favour of the prisoner by his

advocate was, that he neglected hus road-work, and did not pay the coolies himself,
but left this duty to the Maistry and Pyghust to perform, so that, though gulty
of gross neghgence, he was not aware of any fraud having been commutted.

5. The Maistry, Mr. Murray, acknowledged to Lieutenant Walker, 1n the
presence of Witnesses, that the false Station Book amounted to Rupees 130, of which
sum he received Rupees 30 and the Overscer Rupees 100., This he demed before
the Court, and the evidence appears to have broken down, though the Assistant
Engineer and his witnesses swore to the facts It also appears that there are two
Station Books forged for this amount.

6 ' There 1s another charge aganst Rungasawmy for embezzling a sum of
Rupees 150 on a false Station Book obtained from a Pyghust in a similar manner,
but the Assistant Engineer thinks that 1t will be desirable to withdraw 1t, unless
better legal assistance to prosecute the case can be obtained

. These sums make up a loss to Government of Rupees 410, To meet this
amount the following sums are held in deposit, and I request permission to appro-
priate them to the credit of Government .—

RS

Security lodged by the Overseer . 100
Do. do do. local Mastry, formeily s

200

Talook Cverseer .
Pay of Rungasawmy Moodelliar D 119

Do. Mr. Murray 20

———

Total .. 439
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Proceedings of the Madras Government Public Wor,

s Depar tment,
21st January 1870.

I dismissed both the men from the 20th September last, the date on which
they were suspended by Lieutenant Walker

8 The Assistant Engineer reports that he first inspected the metallmg on
the Trunk Road No III, for which work the Station Book was made out in June
last, and at that time he only went over a portion of the line, He subsequently
measured a portion of the material, but he states that 1t was not until August,
when he handed over charge of the road to another Overseer, and had the whole
material from one end to the other measured up, that the excess charged for material

was discovered I enclose Lieutenant Walker’s report, dated 10th December 1869,
on this subject.

9. I must observe that during Mr. O’ Shaughunessy’s period of executive
charge, 1rregularities crept into his Office, and this occurred with the knowledge of
his Accountants ginals of Station Books were received as
vouchers in the Office, accompanied by orlrrmal Nominal Rolls of coolies, but these
latter documents even were latterly not called for, The proceedings in the case
of this Overseer and his subordinates bring to light great laxity in the supervision
and check over works exercised 1n the Range,

No 473 ORDER THEREON, 21st January 1870, No. 245.

RESOLVED that this letter be trans-
ferred m ongmal to the Rovenue
Department with reference to the orders
in that Department dated 4th October 1869, No, 2,718, and that paragraph 9 be
communicated to Mr. O’Shaughnessy for such explanations as he may have to
cffer,

ESTABLISHMENT, No, 40.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R, E.,
Seeretary to Government.

To the Officer 1n charge of Public Works Operations at Cochin.

\

Exd. F R Bantleman.
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