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No 360. Read the following letter from the Officiating Superintend e F
neer, 8th Drvision, to the Secretary to Government, Publ DW n%q.

4
Department, dated Palamcottah, 4th December 1869, No 208 _ orha

I mave the honour to report again, with much concern, that the Lidpa
the Amaravutty river on Rowd No XIII at the boundaiy of the Madmg and G;;mbr
tore Distiicts 1s a total wreck  All the arches fell down on the 16th Noy ember fxu;b
the same storm of rain on “the halls that caused the destruction of the Shunue, n
ganadi Bridge, ten mles off, as reported by me on the 23rd ultimo, No 2001 le).
water rose to the level of the blocking course, overflowing the 10ad on Ly, Hde:
and forming breaches m the roadway. )

2 On my way down fiom Madwa, I passed the Satoor By Wge, whi]

1
remains in the same condition as already reported, name'y, s1x arches falley, out of
the seventeen there being six left on the north, and five on the south uf e o N
The pers aro left partially standing, but all displaced.  The debis of the m:hf:s
choking the waterway, a large w1land of sand has been formed above, gng this
was Ingh and dry, when a good deal of water was still coming down on eatlier side
The first movement appears to me to have been in one of the piers of the centyq
arch smking in fiont the bed of the river there 1s deep sand, and the scour Must
have acted on this, causing the cut-water to go down, and the arch to Beparate
longitudmally. The river had risen to 1its greatest height in a short time When
there was real alarm at the aspect of the flood, Supervisor Vyapur: Pillai inforp,
me he tried frwitlessly to induce people to go over from the village, which 15 on {14
north bank, to make a cut in the approach, but the offer of a reward did not over.
come their fears, and no one would venture over the bridge  The river is confineq
on the left bank by an embankment runnming up for half a mile this protects 1),
travellers’ bungalow and the streets behind, but theie being no spread for tl,e
water, until backed up round the upper end of the embankment, the flood extendeq
over the night bank, and forced 1ts way through the lower pait of the approacy,
There 18 a great breach there, 200 yards in length, the road being washed away ¢,
the level of the ficlds. It was fortunate that the embankment had been repaired
ouly the previous month, for the flood rosc nearly to the top, al}d when the water
got round at the back of Satoor, where it crossed the road again, the people fled
away to a village two nules off to the north. As the ?nly resource towads
preserving the 1emainder of the buidge, I directed the Supervisor to throw up rough
stone butticsses as supports to the piers at the edges of the gap.

3 The main southern road itself (No, 1T ) is serwously bieached, about three
miles to the north of Satoor, also a short distance to the south of Khytar, where
a stream called the Oopaur overflowed the country, and agoin opposite Shada
Khan’s Choultry, five miles from Palameottab. It is further reported that the same
road is extensively breached in the five miles next to the Travancore boundary

4. At Palamcottah three more arches of the Sulochenum Bridge gave way,
following the fall of the fifth arch on the 20th; the.t}nrd and fourth arches. from the
right bank and the sixth came down durng tlze night of the 23rd, a portion of the
haunch being left on each side, but the remaining arches then appeared to be fsound
with the exception of very fant cracks, resulting from the shock to the whols

tructure, 'The piers and arches present a great obstruction to the stream, which
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13 doverted princrpe
TR lr!, lf]lm”}l under the second arch, and Las scourcd a hele on (he lower
s ( N .
e ] (r' me has been baoucht i to tonn hutticsses for the "“1’1‘”" of the
N i
. ¢ 1;), and to arrest the action of the water bolow the secoud ardh Cuts
are Lang nade
o ‘; thof ade tl.lu)u;:h the broken musonry 1 the bed to allow more watar 0 s
¢ lornne » e .
ormer deep channd Tlas rcduces the head of water abose and racili-
tates the ascage of tiiflc A ol ater it 0
paseable f : } ) short distance Ledow thae is a gosang that P
arvable for earts wh . , .
cn the rver 1s low ., a short cut from the lngh road, one mio
nox ul fl\ m [h(\ ]n ld(f(‘ "1\ €4 . - ~ LAY
CX e d 26y K aeeess to '.IAN (Toss1nes, mn] tle CU”L(.tUl‘ p“.pm_cq to
xpend a small sum from Local Furds to mule this brand ! 1ble for the
¢ nan yid avalble i
trathe fiom the notth anch rowd ava

'I‘
o day, however, thae i
iy ,um t y thae sa now aadhin the sccond arche A dagp hole i found
‘)ll 3 '
archies on the lt( rbrlir’ and I fear thae 19 now no chanee of saving the two
1icht b ) '
work, as tl “] ik The workman wme taken away fiom the Y‘”"S]""t(mo
(3 b} T M g
, a8 there 1s danger of the arch giving way at any moment
’ .
5 Taeutenant & ) : 1
bund was 1\!('1(,1;01 l l”"htll‘l 1rpl)mtq of the Sticevieuntum works that the piver
ached 1in several pl
T e places, and the flood-waters flowing along pnmllvl to
H 39 sl \
to the new Al tU N(‘Jl(rq ¢ damaze to the northern man chmnel as far as Yer al and
3 ) ,
 tho ne ‘t \1: or Claniel onthe south bl The auount of dunage 13 roughly
neted o w25 N b
b ‘“tl"‘(‘ *i’a(’(ml- Portions of the mcomplcte tank bunds Liave beedt
ache Wl other channdds m proar :
088 \ ¥
near the tiver have been swept dol\no Ti damaged, while some tempotary bhcil;
‘ L 1c total | X lat
at ¢ > \ = WH . al loss on the projeet 13 caleuintt
about Rupecs 33,000, estimates in detail Lane und b
g under preparation,

6 The Canah .
ananen ( ?

o et l, l: "d“g‘”” Palien, und Tinnevelly Chaandls, which start
o ‘d ‘\ > .1clrusq the Imnln.xpnnrm v, and also the Maulahal and I((C]q]\ﬂl
“ l)l . , » 1 4 ¢ . ¢
\ s from the Muirdoor Anicut (the L.\ust) were most extensiyvel lnmdwd.

- 1 t '
any putsof the banks were canicd away, and ) ’ to
e e "ETie great obe ot ol ) e water thus escaped bhick
1 ] mrcat obyect was 9 lose as hittlo tumo us possiblo to get the water
along the channels i any way, and so sune : possible to ge ; .
OTicers hiave acte . ¢ the perhanum crop. The Ilevent
e e Cltul most encrgetically, and joined heartily 1n do?n" thoir utmosts
oth iemscls cs = e
ot cey and m asasting this department, work has been done 80 that
1& er 18 now goimg down the channels to a cortan extent af I fupther
ik « en . w1
1eak of fine weather, the channel banks wall be pe e e !
ccured 3 Lut 1t will be most d1-as”

ttous 1f anoth
0 er flood comes down, such as mizht o1d l
. aut o1 nnmly be c‘tpcctcd ap tht3

»

7.7 Inthe o \ .

¢ event of another stoom coming, or. atl ol

passes Madias from the N. E. taking the d & o, 1ather, if a burst of moi
e o autceetion (f N rpy »
it micht prove of rervice , f Negapatam and Tanjolts
mfor::\ul L(mm cm“::m(, t‘() warn us ‘lmrc by telegraph.  The Collector b
unicato to the officers alone ¢ Lot

points would be strenethened at onee and watehed 5 tho channels, and tho WS
o H RLCHCH, S0 1 Wt

y SO 08 ])n\slm\’ to mvart more i

8. A portion of t i
Payne had ‘oﬂnul ] e body of the Canadien Anic ut has been washed out Major
3 us kervices for gener ’ ‘ i
also to 1chicve the Superw f B‘:“erl dllt)’ and has gone Lo this ant W
A\\\stdnt \&n«rincor \l 1 (ﬂ b()r-ﬂ ﬂll.‘, ~“d ]:!lngo ()f ﬂlc ;\In\mx \mmh ui TJI(’“L'
Talook . W o e Grant s further dircetod to of i 1 Nangune
alook, whete the tanks sud 1 ) o give i and by e o
. nncls a Q¥ i
re geactally bievched in all guacters

}

O

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
17th January 1870.

The Sub-Collector has been advancing the necessary funds and getting the
breackes stopped 10 the Ambasamudrum and Nangunen Talooks, and Mr. Darvies,
Assistant Collector, has rendered axd at formidable breaches 1n the Palien Channel
At a bend 1n this channel the Putchyaur river crosses a calingulah into the Tambra-
poorney the bauk was badly breached at both wings, and, the extensive escape
just below becoming blocked, an 1mmense deposit of sand 1s formed completely
obliterating the channel A temporary cut has been made now through this, and
the small stream of the Putchyaur 13 taken off to supply the Palien Cl:annel below.

9. A sum of Rupecs 50,000 having been authorized for disbursement by

telegram from the Revenue Secretary,
o distiibute the money, the puncipal allotments bemng to the

which quarters ¢

Ambasamudrum, Tinnevelly, Tenkarai,
cclakal Channel 1s furnished with a head-sluice, the only

but this was of no avail , the flood breached the
ng-wall, and flowed complctely over all the masonry.
ult to cstimate the amount of money really required on
have been made, but from the lists of breached woirks
The Collector is comparing the accounts received from
farmshed in this department, and will notify shortly again
her demand 1 anticipate another grant of half a lac must
anced 1n the Revenue Department, and I have no credit

10 The Murdoor K
one along the course of the river,
bank above the w1

11. Itas very diffic
emergency. Many estimates
many moie have to come.
Lis officers and those
the amount of a furt
follow very soon, to be adv
left in this department

the Collector has arranged with me in

and Nanguner1 Talooks.

No 3861

OgDER THCREON, 17th January 1870, No. 187.

REecorprd with reference to Proceed-

r [RRIGATION, No. 14

mngs in the Revenue Department under

and to G O in the Public W
1869

To the Superintending Enguecr, 8th Division

Revenue Department

&

Ixl A S Rodgers.

date 26th November 1869, No 3,058-A,

orks Depaitment, No 3,879, dated 10th December

(Tiue Extract )

Colonel, RE,

Secretary to Government.
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