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Proccedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Depariment, T
(=]

- b
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department, 5th August 1870. o

- 5th Awgust 1870.

without any explanation, support proposals to carry out works which he
No. 83.

can now, h he stated he could not recommend.

1
{

OrpEr THEREON, 5th August 1870, No. 1,871, i‘ then disapproved and whic
?
|

? WHEN passing orders in the
CIVIL WORKS, No. 12, Marine Departfnent gon a letter from
the Acting Superintending Engineer
of the 1st Division, No. 4,438, of
the 23rd March last, on the subject

i nations.
which, with reference to the corres- accompanied by the fullest expla patract)
GO, %I;;me Department, 29th August1867, Ppondence* as per margin, had been S (True Extract.
0 i ’ in :
G 0, Maime Department, 27th Sept 1869 referred to hlm, of carrying out certal .
No 244 > 1unprovements of the harbour of Coca-
Gl(é)g_,ol’llx\bhc?\}’_orksDepartment, 10th March nada, proposed and estimated for by '
(AN 0 PR .
G O, Marme Department, 10y, June 1870 Mr Sage, the Government J.mtxced that }
o 164 > provision had been made in the Port
Fund Budget for the purpose to the ;

expressed their willingness to make the neces-

3. TUnder such circumstances Major Fischer canflot be surprised if the Govern-
. . Little confidence 1n the opinion now submitted by him on the subject of
~ ment have (; ;mprovements, and His Excellency the Governor in Council must
; (ti};zllx)rfgli:;szancﬂfn any outlay of money on them till the Government are furnished

Proceedings No 164, dated 10th June 1870

carefully prepared as well as estimated for in detal, and
* G O, Public Works Department, 15th Jupe

with a specific scheme,
1807, No 1,846

Colonel], R.E.,
Secretary to Government. :

extent of Rupees 15,000, and they

sary further allotments 1n gy

tending Engineer, in conder

character of hs ow, the G

any expenditwe, re
wl

t

§

|
bsequent Budgets As, however, the Acting Superin- |
nning Mr, Sage's proposals, ma&d? none.of a s;zecxﬁc ,
wvernment, as a preliminary to giving their sanction to oo
quired to have before them some proposal of a practical natu.re o
inch should meet the requirements of the Chamber of Commeree; and Major \
Fischer was accordingly called upon in this department to submtt, 1n communi- ‘ i *
cation with the Chamber, a scheme for such improvements of the harbour of
Cocanada as are most urgently needed and could be effected at a reasonable cost, ‘

L To the Superintending Engeer,
2. The lettr at the head of these Proccedings is the result. In it Major -

Fischier would seem to endorse the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce that the '
works most necessary to be undertaken with the money that is available are the '
dredging of the iver on the south bank, between the bridge and the Custom-
house, as well as ou the bar, the narrowing of the river fiom the bridge downwards
on the same side by an embankment of rough-stone, behind which the mud dredged ' »
up would be thrown to form a reclamation, and, lastly, the extension and strengthen-

ing of the south groyne These, with the exception of dredging the bar, would, _
the Government have no reason to doubt, be substantial and useful 1mprovements,

but they are 1dentical with some of those proposed by Mr. Sage and disapproved
by the Acting Superintending Engineer. Major Fischer has not explained his ‘
reasons for thus changing s opinion, but the Government cannot but express :
surprise that in the second paragraph of his letter he should speak of having
learnt, during his visit to Madras 1n April last, of an estunate of Rupees 45,000
having been submitted to Government last year for 1mprovements to the harbour
of Cocanada, when, only so short a time ago as the 23rd March last, he professed ‘
to reply to a reference regarding that very estimate, and stated that he could nof

1ecommend the improvements of the river by such works as it provided for
carrying out The Government fear Major Fischer did not on that occasion take
the tiouble to satisfy himsclf of the nature and object of those works before
committing himself to their condemnation, for it is not Casy on any other

supposition to understand how the fact of the estimate having been reported on
by him on the 23rd March can have left no impression on his memory, or how Lo ‘ Exd. § T. Augustin.
)
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