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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3rd August 1870. .

Read the following Endorsement of the Under Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of India, Public Works Department, dated Simla, 30th June
1870, No 1,157-R.:—

Read the following Report from the Superintendent of the Geological Survey of .
India, to the Under Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart-
. ment, dated Calcutta, 6th June 1870, No. 744.

I rave the honour to acknowledge 1eceipt of your docket, No. 2,662-A., giving
cover to copy of correspondence regarding the occurtence of coal in the Madras
Presidency, and suggesting the offer of areward of considerable amount for the
discovery and proof.of the existence of any workable seams of coal within that
aiea, and requesting an expression of my opinion as to the wording of the advertise-
ment in which such proposed reward should be announced.

2. As 1t is my decided opinion that there is the smallest possible chance of

found, it might perhaps be sufficient to say that I beheve any
in the submission of a large number of

No. 27.

such deposits being
such promise of reward can only 1esult
the crudest and most useless proposals, which will be sent in from every side

.by every one, who, without examination and without knowledge, may fancy he
has seen something which he presumes must indicate coal, While I cannot,
therefore, support the proposition to 1ssue any such announcement of reward, I
am satisfied that, if 1t be proposed at all, 1t should be somewhat in the terms
suggested by the Public Works Department, that it should be in the foim of a
payment per ton raised for the first ten years. 1 think eight annas per ton, or,
at the outside, one rupee per ton, would be ample. But this should only be
payable on the fact being proved by the clavnant that coal does exist in workable
quantity, and of workable quality. If the Government are to undertake to prove
the truth or falsehood of all such dreamy assertions of the existence of coal,
nothing can possibly result but an useless waste of time and money

3. 1 am convinced of this, not only by the general experience of the result
but even more by the grounds on which the offer is recommended
by Major Shaw Stewart who may fairly be supposed to know more of the facts
than others in the present case. This recommendation appears to me to be based
on an entire misconception of the facts regarding recent discoveries of coal, and
it may, therefore, be well briefly to indicate for the information of the Consulting
Engineer for Railways i Madras, as well as others, how these miatters really

of such offers,

stand.
4. Major Shaw Stewart refers to a generalized statement of mine as to the

cal limts within which the great development of coal measures in India
fined. That this was a very general statement he would have seen
from the fact that the coals of Assam, Eastern Bengal, and many other places
were excluded ; and so far as the argument that the productive coal fields of India
were confined to one belt across the Peninsula, it was of exceedingly httle import-
ance whether the southern Limit was given as the 20° or as the 18° of North
latitude. In fact, 1f Major Shaw Stewart had loocked at the map which accom-
panled the report to which he refers, he would have seen that coal-bearing rocks

n to extend below the 20° of latitude, and would also have scen that
outh, was shown to be * unknown geologcally,”
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ach coal measures appear in the adjoining
At Midnapore, there is, at a limited distance
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south, simlar sandstones, ete.,
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to the north, the extensive and rich

with laterite at 1ts eastern limit; and, agam, in the
appear near Cuttack, rendering 1t beyond any question more probable that if any

distinet formation did occur ander the laterite, and above the crystalline rocks
> that formation would certainly be the coal-bearing rocks. That such was fully
anticipated by the Geological Survey 18 evident from their persistently recom-
mending trial borings to be carried out through the laterite to the east, although
the vastly increased thickness of this lateritic formation to the south (150 feet in
places,) and the impossibility of obtatning any data that would justify calculation as

1d have prevented our urgingany trials immediately near Midnapore.

to chances wou
In truth, the meeting with the coal was the most perfect chance, the boring just
reached the lower formation at the edgo of the surface of the slightly inclined bed

of coal ; and had it so happened that the boring for water had been put down ten

yards to the west, it would, in all probability, have never touched the coal at all.

! Such was the uncertainty 1n making any such trials, even though the firm conviction
bability of the coal measures being there.
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e in the Madias Presidency.
India 1s fully alive to the vast disadvantages
npared with Bengal and Central India,
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the Godavery, where coal has been traced at no very great
adras Presidency. So important does this
appear {hat arrangements are now in progress to push on the examination of that
country with as much expedition as possible  This would have been done before
now, but that hitheito this part of the map of India has been a perfect blank ; and
Lt 1s only within the last few months that we have received the newly completed
topographlcal survey, which will now enable us to take up that district.
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No. 3,110

ded to the Public Works Department, with reference to 1its
8-R., dated the 5th ultuno, and with the intimation that this

the yiews expressed in paragraph 2.
By Order of the Governor General in Council.

(Signed)  W. M. SOUTTAR,
0fg. Under Secy. to the Govl. of India.

Copy forwar
communication, No.76
department concurs 1

SivLa,
081k June 1870.

regoing forwarded for information to the Government of Madras

Department, (Raxlway,) with reference to 1ts Nos. 1,006 and

r1l and 2nd June 1870, respeetively.
(Signed)

Copy of the fo
in the Public Works

1,376, dated the 11th Ap
A. I. VAUX,

Under Secretary.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
3rd August 1850.
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