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Proceedings of the Madas Government, Public Works Department,

13th Aprd 1870.

Paragiaph 13 — Government, 1n Order, No 1,618,dated 17th }Iay 1869, specially
gave instructions for the substitution of 1ron rathings for wooden palisading,
on the yecommendation of the Inspector-General of Jails, the Superintendent,
and the Supermtendmg Engineer It will be better economy in the end to use
{lus materal, for the pahisading will not last, and is apt to be destroyed by the
prisoners The substitution was approved of at other jals, and 1t was shown that
the difference 1 cost was not more than 2,000 or 3,000 rupees.

Taragraph 14 —Convict labour has been employed as far as practicable, and
an allowance of five per cent. on 1ts account made 1n the estimate -The prls:)ners
gencrally have not as yet been taught the trades of our artificers, but they have
been largely employcd on brick-makimg and brick laying They are also
engaged on Carpenters’ and Dlacksmiths’ work, the latter employment enabling
them to cany out the greater portion of the iron railings  Licutenant Brockma;
reports that the cost of their work contrasts unfavourably with the departmental
rates , but, on the other hand, Colonel Wilson informs me that the Superintendent’s
house at the (lombatore Jail has been bult by the prisoners below the ordina
cost, so that improvement the amount of convict work turned out at Venori
may be lonked for

9 Though Government were anxious for the jail to be constructed as
nconomically as possible, and expressed their views to this effect in Order
)

No 8,014, of the 19th September 1860, yet, owing to the difficulty of procuring .
o

inexpensive as well as good material, and to the prevalence of white-ants 1n the soil
1t was absolutely necessny to go to further expense than was orrginall mtende(fi1 ’
3. Wath the exception of the Police lines and Warders’ quarters tslrxe buﬂdm. S
and division walls a1e very nearly completed. The outlay up to the closo of thg;s
Official year will amount to Rupees 2,81,000, leaving only Rupees 56,000 as the
balance of the estimate to complete the Central Jail, out of which Rupees 40,000
have been provided for outlay 1 the Budget of 1870-71.  Most of the work has
been undertaken on contract, and the progress 1s in such a forward state that X
cannot suggest any modifications whereby a saving may effected 1n the estimate

No. 217.
o Orper THEREON, 13th Aprnl 1870, No. 1,020,

CIVIL WORKS, No. 21,

\

Orperep that this letter be for-
warded to the Government of India.

H
(Here enter No 1,030, dated 13th Apnl 1870.)
(True Bxtract.)

S

Colonel, R
y R E
Seeretary 1o Government o

Txd A S Rodgers.

S

WTMW'W‘_,-‘_W..

-

——

PusLic WORKS DEPARTMENT,
Forr St GEORGE, 13¢h April 1870

No. 218.
No 1,030.

To
THE SECRETARY T0 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
PusLic Worgs DEPARTMENT

a———

CIVIL WORKS, No. 22.

Sir,—With reference to Colonel
Crommelin’s letter of the 29th Novem-
ber 1869, No. 708-B-C, communicating
the observations of the Government of India on the plans and estimates submitted
with my letter dated 9th September 1869, No. 2,962, for a Central Jail at Vellore 1n

the North Arcot District, [ am directed to forward the accompanying communieation
Engineer of the 4th Division, contamning explanations on

d by the Right Honourable the Governor-General 1n

from the Superintending
the several points nofice
Counail

2. It having been found that, oWiDg to tho nature of the chimate and soil of
this Presdency and to the prevalence of white ants, the use of mud in the
construction of the walls of buldings intended to be permanent, although effecting
a small saving of cost in the first place, lcads to greatly-mcreased outlay 1n the end
and prevents the work ever proving saisfactory to the occupants, thus Govern-
ment consider 1t advisable to use lime mo1tar 10t all such structures as jails

5. As mud floors occasionally ¢]eeped” over quickly become imp1egnated
with unwholesome matters and are Jable to harbour vs:hlte ants and ot}?ezi nox1o;13
mnsects, the adoption of asphalte for flooring 18 an improvement vir 1ch, m the
opinion of this Government, 10T¢ than compensates for 1t3 additional expense

4. Ttis perhaps mot absolutely necessary that the walls should be plastered ,

but they are less likely to hude vermin when s0 protected, and are mo1e easily hept

Clcan

5 With a view to sccurity and ve
hospital, have been prowded with revol
with wooden doors half-batten and half-venetian.

6 It was intended to employ cheap Junglewood throughout the building,
and a quantity of that deseription of timber was procured 1t was, however, soon
found that it was not well fitted for the purpose, and that1ts use would be false
dingly gubstituted.
plan which, after much consideration, has been
circumstances, the best that has yet been
m of conscervancy which 1t 1s neces-

ntilation, the prison wards, but not the
ving wron-barred doors, and, 1n addition,

economy Teak was accor
7  The latrine 1s on 2
adopted by this Government as under all

designed to gve full effect t the sanitary syste
sary stretly to enforce 1 connection with cuch assemblages of human beings as

are conereoated in Central J ails 'The design 38 somewhat costly, but Ihs Excel-
lency tie zBG‘:overnor in Council would regret to depart from 1 t11] a more smitable

one at a smaller cost is PTePared'

71



.

8 As the difference of cost between 1ron and wooden ralhngs was shown to
be only some Rupees 3,000, while there is no question of the superiority of the
former 1n all respeets, this Government sanctioned their substitution for the latter

9 The enclosure-wall, though onginally intended to be 15 fect

above the
basement, has only been bwlt to a height of 13 feet.

10 Conwvict labour has been largely utilized on br1ck-makmg and, to some

extent, on brick-laying, as well as on Carpenters’ and Blacksmithg’ work, The
Government regret that their earnest desire to em

ploy convict labour to a greater
extent has not up to the present time been realize

d, but this 1s a pownt to which
the attention of Government and of the executive officers will be particularly ~
directed 1n future i

e b S
3

India as to the necessity of increasing
the number of solitary cells are under consid

eration in the Judicial Department
12. The total expenditure on the Jail u

P to the end of the current Official b
year 15 computed at Rupees 2,81,000, leavin

g Rupees 56,500 to complete the huild-
g  The provision made 1n the Budget of 1870-71 1s Rupees 40,000

l
13.  Under these explanations, and seeing that, m the opinion of this Govern- |
4

1
t
11. The remarks of the Governmeny o, :
E

T e
" u
S

ment, the estimated cost of the Jail 15 not susceptible of any material reduction,

I am durected to re-submit the plans and estimates and to request the sanction of
the Government of India to the proposed outla

y which amounts to Rupees 3,37,500
inclusive of the charges entered 1n the estimate fo

e -t T
b s L acs

. i
\
_ r the salaries of the permanent
Superintendent of the Jail and of the Medical Officer 1n charge,"as well as for the
cost of the Police guard over conviets

i . - -
ﬂ[/[/" . ‘*‘\ ‘*\ = ... N N \ 5 . . '
} RN R p/\ /&%“@/‘A/{,//WMMMM/
employed on the work, N & /t//‘(% - SN % . P
T have the honour to be, ) /Aﬂ{/ﬂ/ /ﬁ/d/”é 24 /I/M/ﬂ/?//d
Sir, | . v AT /

‘ N Py Py —%'
Y , _ N A/v Lot A e
our most obedient servant, e So JOAPRAT -

VA7 IR //‘ﬂi\z/a/ 1 "//,a}//rm Ce-
o >~ it - 3 1
- ()//wuf %/me’: " R :

L

v gy

g

Colonel, R. E., i
Secretary to Government. i
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