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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
13¢h April 1870.

1g letter from the Superintending Engincer, 31d
to Government, Public Woiks Department,
k, Bellary District, 15th March

No 212, Read the followt
Division, to the Secretary
dated Camp at Bellahoonsy, Ilospett Taloo

1870, No 3,551 —
Wire reference to G O, No 686, of the 31d March 1870, I have the honour to
forward an or1ginal letter= from the Exe

b 3 ¢
No 102, 11th March 1870 cutive Engineer, Bellary Range, and to

inform you that, in my opunon, Colonel Palmer has not shown the least want of
care and energy, and that he has adopted the best means 1n his power to prevent
any loss to Government, A regular system of checks has been kept up, and not a
piece of wood has been allowed to be ssued out without being properly entered
down

2. A gieat part of the wood that
Cantonment Magistrate to have been d
sworn to each scpaiate prece , but this,
unpossible.

8 The positions of the log-
several occasions brought to the notice

was stolen would have been ordered by the
elivered back 1f Colonel Palier could have
I agiee with um 1a considering, was sunply

yard, store-yard, and workshops have been on
of Government, (not having the 1ccords

I cannot quote the numbers and dates’) and so I need not again refer to them, but
I would state that I believe every endeavour has been made by Colonel Palmer to
carry out such a system of checks that any attempt at peculation should be imme-
diately discovered, and that now, finding how difficult 1t 18 to contend‘ against the
cunning of dishonest natives, he Las resol,ed to almost entirely close the w orkshops
and to cany out woik by contract o1 though the Public Works Workshop at

Madras

4, 1 trust that G
will withdraw the cen
officer of the department.
From Lieutenant-Coloncl J & PALMER, Executive Enginecr, Bellary Range, to the Superin-

tending Engineer, 2:d Division, dated Bellary, 11th March 1870, No 102
your endorsement on G O, No 686, dated 31d 1nstant,
port of the circumstances connected with the discovery
their construction m this range

overnment will consider this explanation as satisfactory and

sue they have passed on a hard-woiking and pains-tahing

AcrEranLy to instructions contamed 10

I have the honour to submit the following 1¢
of the theft of timber from ceitain Works during
2. On examimng the accounts of twelve uimnals (attached to the wash-"ouses of the 3-60th
Rufles) I found that the 1tem of wood-work, or wrought-wood, was considerably 1 excess not only
of the amount entcred in the estimate, but also of the quantity actually put up the buildings
The Foreman of the yard produced vouchers for all the wood 1ssued daly signed by the Carpenter
Maistryatthe work. On looking over theaccounts
i?:;f:;goze;lls; ﬁy»ﬂﬁ;ﬁi}lggsnm 1o the Armoury i the of the other works as per margin under the
game Maistry, I found smmilar excesses, and,

Arsenal
fecling certain that there was gystematic fraud, I placed the matter queckly in the hands of the

Police
house, where they found a large quantity of wood stured,

3 They scarched the Maistry’s
and some of 1t being worhed up into a country cart It was elicited oninquury that the Maistry
d when brought to the works, and to avcrt suspicion,

had been 1n the habit of giving receipts for oo
told the people about the works that 1t had been wrongly sent and was intended for other works,

and afterwards bad 1t surreptitiously conveyed to s own house.
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s and other pieces were of % Peculiar ¢
was not delivered up, as the Canton
on oath This wag simply 1m

Possible with 4 ),
purposes, although, as I told ¢

e Maglstrate, the,
6 A sumilar case of ¢},

a Government property
eft fell to the ground n y pPEdeccsqor's (Lleutenant Porter's) time
from the same Impossibility of xdentlf)mg eacl a
receipt and 1ssue of tunber byg been 1p g,

Jstem of checks for
18 number of bands timber
sition 1p the bwlding, 1t 13

20 fropy ¢}

7 Iwill pot now
question of peculation 0
timber-yard gt this stat
shops have beep frequently brought
Placed over theyy A night | pyy tim
I can ouly say that the Subject, hqq

8  Dut gy these
hitherto lendered

e
advanced, 3 considergl] Portion of ro
10 Madrag Now, thanks to the ¢y esion of ¢},

Contractorg Whe haye unde; ¢}, .

aken g]] our
fates  Thy hag enableq e tg ¢ .
) rendes eq

0 trust [ by
that I may safely

¢ensure alludeq t

nter it
e d by mysclf and py edecessors 1n this
f timbep .
ot} of this kind are 0ot peculiar to the
Pen log.yarq, Store-yard, and work-
08 have ccased owiyg

€Xposed Positiong ¢
80 notice, 4nq g,

Predat;q
Cr 18 g9 y

aluable hyy n

to two sentries
hag appeared at the works

r

Decessary for th

and carriage has
UP 1ts owp timber but, as the rail
" made UP and despatchcd from the workshops
m“dy o Gh I Lave 8ucceeded 10 securing

" large ang § 1k, on contract at reasonable
y }'ill‘d Wor S,

’ cubye feet

T RTY

Ooty,

mall
unnecessury th

¢

iy St g

rage expenditure.
us
U for gy Picion of wang of .
¢inthe g al

. and
are or cneigy, an
of thig

e
Case ag 3y exonerate me from th

No 913

PRSPy

the ¢xplanation now fur-

9 Government authorize th‘;
um of Rupees 752, bemg the valuc ©
anbe 0 ertfen Oﬁ' to

“ Profit and Loss”

Colonel, R. I,

S ccretary {o Gopes nment.
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