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B Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, ~
Tth January 1870,

Read the following letter fiom the Master Attendant, Admuinist ative
Department, Madras, to the Secrctary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Madras, 8th December 1869, No 6,882 —

1 mave the honour to bring to the notice of Government the following cir-
cunstances 1n connexion with the new revolving dioptric Light lately fixed on |
the column at Hope Island by the Superintendthg Engineer, 1st Division, and to !
solicit an expression of opinion as to the best mode of remedying the present
unsatisfactory working of the revolving apparatus. ’ .

Q. The new light was first exhibited on the 2nd of November 1868, and
shortly afterwards complaints were received fiom commanders of vessels regard-
ing the irregularity of the eclipses In June last, the Master Attendant, Cocanada,
reported to this office that the light did not work satisfactorily, and after a pere
s>nal mspection that he was of opuion the defect lay in the chain, attached to the
weights of the 1evolving appaiatus, being led outside of the column instead of
inside the bwlding perpendicularly.

3. The Superintending Engineer was at once communicated with and asked
to 1emedy the defect by altering the lead of the chain fiom outside to nside, by
making a nairow well 1n the newel 1f practicable. This officer gave 1t as lis

* opumon that this plan was impracticable, and that, as the building hadl already
been built upon some years ago, it was unadvisable to meddle with the newel

4. The Executive Engincer of the district suggested that the solid newel be
removed for twenty-five feet and three timber floors be laid wath ladders for commu-
nicating with the lantern or otherwise, but 1f objections were 1a1sed to the 1emoval
of the newel, that only fourteen feet thereof be removed, though this last method
would 1ender the necessity of the clock ;work being wound up oftener than at

No 134,

[

présent. .
5. Tt is very evident that the present mode of leading the chain requires

alterat'lon, and, therefore, I bring the matter to the notice of Government with a
view to some well-devised plan being adopted for remedying the defect.

6. I may state,1n conclusion, that the Superintending Engineer has remarked
that 1t would be far more advisable to build a new lLight-house altogether than

L]

to attempt to make any alterations in the present column,

ORDER THEREON, Tth January 1870, No. 70.
ComMUNICATED to the Superintend-
ing Engineer of the Ist Division, who
will furnish a plan showing the method
he revolving apparatus, with such suggestions as he may
g tho defect complained of.
(True Extract.)

No. 135.
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adopted for working 1
have to offor for remedy

w

- Colonel, R.E.,
Seeretary to Government,

To the Suparmtendng Erginecr, 1st Divssion.
Maime Department.
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