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Proceedings of the Madras Government, j’ubhc Works Depa, tm
6¢h Januar y 1870. ’

S —————

No, 117. Read the following letter from the Superintendine Engineer. 3
Duvision, to the Secretary to Government, Public Wo?ks Dcepa.rtr,n ot
dated Camp at Talavassal, 15th November 1869, No. 140 — et

Wirh reference to G. O , No 2,933 of the 7th September 1869, I have t}
3 10

honour to forward a plan of the Fort

1 Report
1P of Bangalore and a Teport on it receiveq '
i ' from the Executne Engineer T}
‘, report has been approved by the Officer Commanding the Division. ' ©
2. A sum of Rupees 15,000 was granted 1n the current year’s Budget for t}
<] 1e

| proposed Arsenal, but it has been since suriendered to the Government of T
Detailed estimates and plans, called for in G, O, No 2,831, dated 10th Se t noe.
1868, for the project, have not yet been prepared, but 1ough plans and an f ember
mato estimate, amounting to Rupees 6,00,000, for the Arsenal and 1ts supr()irom-
! buildings, have been latcly received from the Executive Engineer throuilhlary
Quartermaster-General, and these are now under examination Takine (}3 tﬂ-]e
Wood’s approximate estimate, and presuming that the Government Wouold bep ;1)1111
to grant a sum of Rupees 2,00,000 a year for the project, I consider that it o
take three full years to complete the buildings, or to allow of removal t} W o
the Arsenal fiom the Fort. ereto of

' ,; y
; 3. The Executive Engimeer suggests that the Arsenal, ag designed by hi
m,

R

\ might form the Defensive Post for the Station, and that the 1dea of fortifying ¢,
Race Course plateau might be abandoned  The Commander-in-Chief, 1n al;) or S t e
! of this suggestion, proposes the construction of a Redoubt enclosiyer the (I)a(;v;ng
; Serjeants’ Mess and Recreation-room now in progress on the Race %ourse iJJI‘lr y
[ design will be forwarded for the orders of Government, before the fair plans anl:;
}

1

detailed estimates are prepared.

J REPORT ON FORT OF BANGALORE,

} Trr Fort of Bangalore 1s situated on a slight clevation at the southern extyq.
| . mity of the Pettah or Native town. It 1s elliptical 1n shape, the major axis be
<Y l‘r)g

o5 :

i *?{* | about 700 yards long, while the minor axis 1s alout 400 yards long,

b ;?i’” f"i \ i

g 2  The body of the place is defended by a rampart (rivetted with stone) fifty

5 %
b

»n}». to soventy, feet in thickness, having at its foot a berme thutty to s1¢ty feet broag
and a ditch 100 wide and twenty-five feet in depth. The general relief of ?} )
ramparts is about twenty-five feet ; and these are again commanded by four ¢ :
Liers placed nearly at the extremities of the two axes of the ellipse ava-
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8. The Fort is entered by two gates which are situated at the northern ang
] southern extremities of the place, and the appioaches to which Pass through s: .
exterior works which serve to cover the gates  As the approach 1nto thebFortm(:
the Northern or Delh: Gate was, on this account, tortuous and difficult, g o .
entrance has been opened into the place directly through the rampart, Tin’s n?w
gate 1s approached by a road running immediately along the east flank of the OET
works, covering the old northern entrance, and has made the Fort, consequent;]y-
?

Iore easy of access.
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Proceedings of the Madias Gover nment, Public YWorks Department,
6(h January 1870,

A ——————

4 Without the ditch (which is wet for some part of the year) there is at
Present no covered way, though indications of one having existed still remain,

the slope of the eminence on which the Fort is situated forms a natural glacis to
the place

9 The flanking defenco is defectn e, and consists merely of the breaking of
the hne of ramparts by small semi-circular projecting towers of about twenty to
thirty feet 1n diameter, which are mituated frown 150 to 180 feet apart.

6  The whole of the ramparts are crowned by a masonry parapet about five
feet high, and the same number of fcet in thickness.

7. The terre-plein of the rampart is reached by a sufficient number of ramps

of tolerably easy slope, and is broken into two breadths by rear retaining walls, of
Which the most interior 15 fourteen feet Lugh

8. There are a few small semi-bomb-proof chambers situated in the ramparts
which might serve for Expenso Magazines the largest of these is the one situate.d
1n the semi-circular battery commanding the Northern Gate ; and it was in this
bomb proof Sir David Baird was confined by Tippoo Sultan,

. There are no traverses to protect the ramparts from enfilade, and the

retaining wall of the berme gives tolerable cover for the concealment of & storml?g
party in the ditch—a proceeding quite capable of being put in force owing to tae
before-mentioned defective flanking dcfunces of the place.

10. The masonry of the walls 13 generally in fair order, though a consider-

able quantity of small Indian fig end other t:¢ sand brushwood 1s growing in the
cracks here and theso.

11. On the south-west side (for alout o e-fourth of the perimeter) only are
the environs clear to any distance 1cand the place, the remaining three-fourths
having buildings at about 150 Yauds ditaat  In front of the Northern Gate the
Pettah approaches to within 100 yards of the 4 unparts ; it would consequently be
no difficult matter for an assaulting purty to Llow open the new Northern Gate
after having availed themsclves of this cover up to the latest moment. .

12 Within the Fort the chief buildings are the Barracks (which are scarcely
fit to be occupied by Lutopean Troops cxcept on emergency); the old Palace of
Tippoo (parts of which are in a ruinous condition, and should be removed); and

lastly the varioug sheds occupied by the Oidnance Magazine. These last are in
good order

) 4 . Some of these pn-
1ze, and most arc in tolerable repair. As a gencral rule

1 1ick in moitar, with teakwood work to the roofs. Some
Considerable number of natives also reside in g separate quarter within the Foit,

in the usual mud huts /
14+ A loop-holed mudwall maiked z 2 z,

up in 1857 to isolato the chief part of the Ord
of the Fort, thig wall still existg

as shown in the plan, was thrown
nance Magazine from tho remainder
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6tk January 1870.

15. The supply of water within the place appears to be»neither plentiful nor
of good quality : 1t is chiefly obtained fiom tanks lined with loose masonry in steps.

BANGALORE (S1gned) H W. WOOD, Captain, R.E ,
R5th October 18’69. Ezecutive Engincer, Bangalore,
No. 118. ORDER THEREON, 6th January 1870, No. 61.

OrDERED that this letter and itg
MILITARY WORKS, No. 2. accompaniments be forwarded to the

Government of India.

(True Extract )
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Qovernment.

No. 119 Docket No. 62, dated 6th January 1870.
. Copy of the above forwarded to the Government of India with reference to
op
Colonel Crommelin’s letter of the 19th August 1869, No, 867-M.
(True Extract.)

Colonel, RE.,

Secretary to Government.

Exd E C Shunker.
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