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Droceedings of the Madras Goverament, Public Works Depairtimeny, .
6th January 1870.
*
No 83 Read the following Proccedings of the Madras Government 1n the

Judicial Department, dated 4th D;:;'e b T 1869, No 1,921
Read the following papers —

Fiom the Inspector-General of Jails, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Fort
Samnt George, dated Ootacemund, 29th September 1869, No 135

Wit 1eference to the Order of Government,dated 23th August 1862, No 1,402,
Judicial Department, I have the honour tasubmut the following report regaiuing
what has been effected 1n Central Jails with respect to the manufacture of tent-cloth,
and the instiuction of convicts as brick-layers, stonc-masons, etc, ete

9, In July last the tont-cloth made at the Rajihmundry Central Jail was
rejected by the Commussariat as being much nferior to the samples furm<hed by
that department, but during the euly part of the current year considerable 1mprove-
ment was made both at the Jail 1n question, at the Central Jail at Coimbatore, and at
the Distiict Jail at Cuddalore On the 30th Apnil I sent samples of excellent tent-
cloth made at each of these Jails to the Commissary-General  That Officer, however
was not then in immediate want of 1t, anud he, therefore, tiansferred the samples tx;
the Bxecutive Olficer at Madras, with mstructions to tike alvantage of the Jal
looms as much as possible I was also mfoimed that the Officer in question would
mahe direct applications for all supplies he mightiequire. The samples were at the
gomo time made over to the Commussary of Ordnance at Foit Saint George, by whom
the qua‘my was approved, but he desired that the cloth should be woven to the
breadth of 40 nches, 1n which case he said he would be prepared to recommend that
3,000 yards of that made at the Coimbatore Central Jail should be taken 1n Octoler,
several looms were a'tered at Cornbatore, and a considerable

In conscquence of this,
quantity of cloth was made, but 1t was heavier than the pattern owing to the cotton
quality than formerly, a fact which had unfortun_;,tely
Superintendent The mistake has stace been rectifiag
ily be turned out at thus Jail  The tent-elotl: v

having been spun of a coarser
escaped the obseryation of the

and 500 yaids per mensem can a3
made at the Cuddalore and Rajahmundry Jails was approvel of by Colonel Loudon,

g Acting Commlssaly-General It 1s reported that 240 yards could be made per
¥

menscm at the first, and 2,000 yards at the last-named prison.

‘ 3. QOn the 30th Apnil last, I addressed the Acting Saperintendent of the Jail

X at Salem, 1equesting hun to send mnea simplo of the tent-cloth w?}l‘ch had been

i forwarded to the Com missary-Genel al the year before (1863), and also t)let me know
) ! the probable quantity which eould be tarned out  In reply the Superintendant
} reported that he could not then give any sitisfactory answer because the tent cloth

in store was infertor to the Government pittern, and he had not humself caused an

tobemade ITeadded thattheloomswere taken up wathother wo k,and that until the
of tent-cloth wlich would be made wounl

’ new workshops were fintshed, the quantity
i bevery small, In these crcunistances, and adverting to the Commussary General's
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83 f the Mad) as Gorernment Public 1} orks Department,

MJauuary 1870.

litzilfy“:;su(;fl' :meou that the Jails 2t I yalimundry, Cuddalore,
formed Capta, I’:;eet any demand Lkcly to Le made at present,
em mioht reng e Ofm’ﬁdd that the q.ucstxon of the manufacture
ons SHt rempin in abeyance I issued this order not only
) 1 . werensufficient, but because I did not consider 1t expedient
better 1uformatiog, (a:ut dC;»UFe of tent-cloth 1nto a number of Jails at one time without
ment aboye quoted. | g 11!11(:1 probable demand. On receipt of the Order of Govern-
fampleg ofany tcnt’-clot‘; . ] UI})OH tho Superintendcnt at Salem to furnish me with
auswer to my reference lf“; uc‘1 mlg.ht have been manufactured 1n the Jail <ince his
been made, nor had 1] ot the 30th *‘}P“l , but I was informed 1n reply that none had
matters up to qy40 I le anW worhshops boczx completed  Such being the state of
should 1} added t; tlam ol opinion that if it 18 desired that the bmlding of tents
should b sclected £y K:} manufacture of the cloth, the Central Jail at Coimbatore
avatlable space anq ] 11; 1€ purpose 1n preferenee to that at Salem, as there is more
8Iready been ¢ avour Carpet-making m 1y be carrie 1 on at Salem where 1t has
ommenced, and thus these Juils will not mterfere with each other.

4

Mmute’ a??:;t:; erel:nce t? the remark contained in paragraph 6 of IIs Excellency’s
the orders op fhre)s a}ol‘aph 5 of the Order ther eon, I have the honour to state that all
of Publyg Worl ubject with which I am acquainted were passcdin the Dc,.partment
1t rested to S, and were addressed to Superintending Engineers with whom
all a3 ailable] ]rly out the wishes of Government In accordance with these orders
sposal of Abour at the new Central Jails under construction has been placed at the
ave as tl‘e Deparfment of Public Works, and although Superintendents of Jails
ureed thmu; tas posubl.e abstained fiom interfeience, they have, from time to time,
o tols € advantago of insty ucting convicts so as to admt of thcur bemng e nployed ag
_ 118208 1mistead of confining their labour to work of a more ordinary kind, but ob-
i:zil{:l!;sohave been raised on the ground that the materials spoilt, and the time Jost n
g would greatly enhance the cost of the buldings. It cannot be denied that

there 15 some truth in this argument, and the orders noted 1n the margin, whle
desiring that the labour of the convietg

should be utilized to the fullest extent
scem to leave 1t open to the officers of ¢, ’
Public Works Departnient to det )
mine the best manner 1n which 1t can be employed consistently with the “hast gof
the progress of the work, and the diminution of the cost thereof.” This has ] e
my construction of these orders, but I have been fully aware that the inatways ot
convicts in different tiades1s a matter to be desired, and Supelintendents i' !
more o1 less exerted themscves to attain this end, The orders of Z‘, .
regarding the nstruction of t(')o:etmlm o

sentenced conviets g4 Sal 4 ay
nopoly, and Vellore, have been duly communicatcd to the Super s of
Jailsat these places, but the number of convict brick layers mafonlntendmlts i
etc, who have alieady been taught these trades since theu',ad; 3 o s, cte ’
many of whom are efficient workmen, 15 not meonaderab]e b‘“’*’m“ o o 01
excess of the mimmum number laid down 1n thg 1, rag 11 aly g Jas o
paragraph aboy o quoted  "Phe

and [, thercfore, m
of tent-cloty, at Sal

ecause t],e work<h
to mtrodyce the m

P W D,,14th June 1866, No 1,571
' 24th b(‘pt s s 3,0(10

»  Ist Oct . . 3,106

J D, 27th August 1569, No 1403, paragraph 5
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subjoined list shows the number still 1n confinement 1 Central Jails who have Leep
taught since their admission* many who had Tearnt have been released —.

Jck- Stone- | Carpen-| DBlack- i ST
Juils I]:)l:rs | Masons | oupters | tess smiths | Sawyers | Painters | Totg)
\\ ——
¢ 7 3
Rajahmundry 2 3 12 2 33
Vellore . &0 9) g 13 5 59
Salem . 8 i 15 5 o o1
Trichinopoly 44 . . 3 5 53
Coimbatore . 14 1 . "y 10
Cannanore 63 60 £0 145
Total 9t 68 6) 65 18 42 5 | 352

At Trichinopoly thirty additional men are being taught brick-laying, and at
Cannanore twenty stone-masons are being taught to build. The Jail at this lagt
place being constructed entirely of laterite, the labour of the convicts was found

more valuable 1 cutting and dressing that material than in building,

5 A number of men were also taught at Madura during the construction of

the District Jail there, and the following list was recently sent to me by the Super-
intending Engineer, 1n order that the men mught be sent to Palamecottah to be

employed upon the new Jail there, viz —

Brick-layers 17

. Biick and Tile Moulders 9 i
Sawyers . . . 10
Smiths and llammer-men . .9
‘ Bellows boy . . v 1
Carpenters - . 2
Assistants v e .o 15
F.aith temperers . . . 5
Total . 68

ber of prisoners might have been instructed at Vellore, more

especaally 1n brick-laying, had 1t not been for the fact that the buildings were given

out on contract, and that there was little opportumity for employing them except
upon the outer wall. I enclose the reports from Vellore, Trichinopoly, Coimbatore,

Cannanore. and Salem. The first four will, 1 trust, be considered satisfactory. The
works at S,alem are now at a stand still, as the allotments for the year have been

spent.

6 A larger num

General of Jails, to the Acting Sceretary to Government, Fort

t -
From the Inspector dated Ootacamund, 4th October 1869, No. 138,

Saint George,

WirH reference to my letter,

-

No 135, dated 20th ultimo, I have the honour to

report that the tender to supply tent-cloth forty mnches wide at 7} annas per yard from
the Coimbatore Central Jail has been accepted by the Inspector-General of Ordnance
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6tk January 1870

and Magazines, and that an order has been given for 3,030 yards Dieference has

been i
1 guen to the tender 1n consequence of the superior textuie of the sample, and
als0 asan encouragement to the manufacture

2

Mr Grimes reports that he will be able to tuin out 600 yards a month.

Frox the letters above recorded, fiom the Inspector-General of Jails, 1t appears
that tent-cloth of o superior deseription 1s now bang manufactured at the Jails at
Ra.]dhmundly, Commbatore, and Cuddalo e, and that these Jails are able to meet the
present demand for cloth of this description I thus 1espect these Jails would seem
to be 1n advance of the Cential Jail at Salem wheie, for various 1easons, 1t has not

been possible, as yet, to make cloth of the quality required to mect the Commissariat
and Oidnance 1cquirements

?,. Under these circumstinees the Inspector-General of Jails recommends a
modification of the mstiuctions contained 1n paragiaph 1 of the G O, No 1,403,
dated 25th August last, that th» Tent Manufactory should be established at the
Commbatore 1mstead of the Salem Jail, and that eaipet-mahing should be cariied on
at Salem wheaie g commencement of thi, work has been made

S Wiath the further mformation now before him, Ilis Excellency the Governor
1n Council approves ot the modification of the order suggested by the Inspector-
General of Jails

4 Iis Excellency 1n Council learns with satisfaction that fair progress has
been made 1n sty ucting conviets as caipenters, black-smiths, and sawyers The
number of shilled brick-layers and stonc-masons cannot be regarded as satz.sfactory,
and 1s far below the expectations and wants of Government, except 1n 1eference to
the Jail at Tiichinopoly At Caunanore 1t may be remarked that the facu]ty of
prepanng the latente of the country for building puiposes 1s only of loeal utility,
The attention of the Superintending Engineers wall be called to the Circular, dated
the 1st October 18606, the wnstructions contained in which do 1ot appear to have
Leen sufliciently kept in view.

5 Recent instiuctions received from the Government of India will lead to the
extension of cxtramural convict labour on larze public woi ks, The Procecdinos f
Government of India, No 1,632, dated 28th Octobor 1869, and the letters agbo
recorded from the Inspector-General of Jails, with enclosures, will be transf, 0":;
to the Public Works Departmon; with a view to the consideration of‘theul‘)rfst

o lone- 1 col -
,;13:};:(1 of training long-sentence wiets as artificers for employment on public

6. It will have to be considered whether thg train

g should e prel

to the convicts being made over to the Publie Wo, ks Depat tment. o 1 minary
should be made over for mstiuction to the Maisty ey of that (IPD;I fl W 1tetheIr they
iren t will

also be necessary to deterinine whether the et of prehmmaly tranine of
. i < o
with a view to their being made over asa1ti5cors ¢ the Departiment of 1: (;)] Ofi\l;ﬂct‘%,
. ot Pablie L
» a chargo again i OThs
should be a charge against that depmtment, or azunst the Ja)l Depntment ’

(True Extraet )

(Slgned) I S ELLIS,

Chicf § ecrelary.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6th January 1870.
No. 8s. ORDER THEREON, bth January 1870; No 44.

CoMvUNICATED to the Superintend-
ing Enginee1s who will submit their
views on the questions referied to this

LSTABLISHMENT, No. 8,

Depai tment for consideration in paragraphs 5 and 6.

2. The oirders of the 1st October 1860, quoted in paragraph 4, and which were
communicated only to the Supeintending Earnger of thz 6th Division, simply
reitcrate the views expressed by Government in paragraph 6 of G. O, No. 3,060,
dated 24th September 1866, to which the attention of the Superintending Engineers

will again be specially directed.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineera,
To the Judicial Department.

Exd. J. Wright,

*
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