M RO 1—77,006—8-6-37

” 7
(1) Number of pages

-
.

-~ T

(2) Date of repair

(8) Initials of the Reforencer

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Government of Madras.

@Lu@ (0Y1> DEPARTMENT.

G.O. No. 2 [ S

Usé—o7

Not to be folded or roughly handled




v

g s

e o

—rr

BN o

o Rt T TR et s

e

D e i PR

Proccedings f the Madras Goveramernt Public WWorks Departmend,
6th July 1869.

No. 106. Read the following letter fiom the Acting Superintending Engincer,
4th Division, to the Sccretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 8th June 1869, No 1,331 —

I HAVE the honour to reply to G. O, No 713, dated 3rd March 1868, calling
for a1eport on the working of Mr.Gover’s

One Plan.
self-acting earth-closet as soon as arrange-

ments bad been made to introduce one 1nto some of the exwsting latrines in Fort
Saint George.

2. Captain Goddard, r ¥, the Executive Lngincer, on Colonel Boileau’s order,
having erected one of these closetsin the latiine 1 use by the men of Iler Majesty’s
45th Regiment at the Saint George’s Gate, I visiteditat the end of February last, by
appointment, in company with the Samtary Commssioner and Mr. Gover. Though
the apparatus had been put up, as the Fxecutive Engineer informed me, by one
of Mr. Gover’s caipenters, this gentleman was not perfeetly satisfied with 1t ; and
we adjourned our meeting until such time as Mr Gover could erect another under
his own superintendence

3. Inthe monthof April, Mr Gover having repotted that the self-acting closet
was crected and met with lns approval, I inspected 1t1n company with Dr. Ranking,
and from the trial we were able to make of its worhing during the few minutes we
remained at the spot, we weie generally satisfied with the machine and the
apparent easiness of 1ts action, though one great defect appeared in the leakage of
dry-earth, winch took place betwecn the sides of the reediver and charger,

4. Thas tial not being conclasive, I duected Captain Goddard to rezister
the results of its working, and to report his conelustons s report, dated 2nd
instant, after u fortright’s use of the self-acting closet by the men, under the super-
viston of the Quartermaster Serjeant of the Regument, has not been satisfactory
The macninery got out of order in a week, and the charger somctimes dis harged
the whole contents of the recener nto the pans  Having oceasionto visit the Fort
on duty with Dr Ranking on the 3th instant, we took the opportumity to see tho
apparatus for the thrd tune, and 1t was then out of order, The Quartcimaster
Scrjeant was present, and said the men objected to use the seat

5 It is possible that Mr. Gover might be able to arrange the component parts
of the maclune, so as to act smoothly and well , and his experience of the sclf-act-
ing closet at the Male Asylum, erccted by himsclf, bears out his assurance of 1ts
‘simplicity, and casy, as well as constant self-action  Iaminclined, however, to think
that the escape of dust, or even powder which takes place from the sides of the
charger on cach action of the lever, must 1n time injure the apparatus, or clog tho
axles, and I would recommend, in preference, with the full concurrence of the

Samitary Commissioner, the self-acting seat which I believe to be sampler in its work-
ing than Mr Gover’s, 1n use at the Mount, diawing of which I enclose, and which
has been lately improy ed by the addition of a counterpoise weight

6. The punaple is the same which 1cgulates the discharge from the common
ghot flask, the valves acting in the some way in shutting off and rcdleasing the
charge from the spout, and being opened and thut by means of a lever attaclied to
the movable seat of the closet. By another arrangement for the suspension of
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the weight “henby the removal of g pan could be effected without conung 1n

contact withat, Iy, Ranking believes that this selfacting scat could be mado the
most efhcient ofany of the maclines that have Yet been mvented, and from what
I have scen of yg \\onl\mw at Sunt Thomas? Mount, and been led to beheve from
the reports of e Lx('cutne Engmeer, I conclude it will answer well with fur
treatment

7. One Pt regarding the precautions to be taken in charging Mr. Gover’s
machine must be notjee( from the conflicting results arrived at. Captain Goddard
states that 1t was only when the eartly hud been carefully sifted and diied in the san,

the machine coyld g got to work Propedly, wlhilst Mr, Gover states that the suil
used does not require to be diied

—_—

Orprr THELREON, 6th July 1869, No. 2,182,

[ MILITARY WORKS, vo. 17 —‘
(True Extract )

(figned) CIIARLLS A ORR, Colonel, R. L,

Secretary to Government. )

No. 107

Ozpirrp to be recorded.,

Ixl P R, Bantleman,
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