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Proceedings of t/;e Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Sth July 1864

Read the following papers -—

No. 86, From the Acting Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Depaitment, dated Madras, Sth
June 1869, No, 1,273

Wit reference to the Order of Government, No 1,768, dated 5th June 1868,
I believe 1t 1s full time that I should report whether Mr Orr’s experiments 1n the
application of steam-power to machinery for the pulling of punkahs at the General
Hospital have been sufficiently successful to warrant the introduction by Govern-
ment of this new system, and the taking over of the apparatus from Mr Orr.

2. The experiments have been a sufficiently long time on trial, but I have
not heard of any systematic or continued working of the punkahs having been
established. The difficulties referred to in my 1report recorded in G O, No. 1,828,
dated 10th June 1868, seem still to arise, and I am informed that it is almost impos-
pible to work the punkahs on the Miltary and Civil side simultaneously. Repeated
efforts have been made and the maclinery gives way, and Mr. Orr reports to the
Executive Engincer that Le is st1ll anxious to make another trial.

3. On my viat yesterday, the punkahs had not been worked by steam since
the 24th of last month, and hand-pulling had been partially re-introduced.

4. Final orders should be passed on the subject, because the Military autho-
ritics complain to me of the inconvenience causcd by the stoppage of the punkahs,
the difficulty of introducing a regular system of hand-pulling during these ¢Xperi-
ments, and the discomfort caused to the patients at this hot season of the year.

5. The Major-General Commanding the Division addressed me on the 12th
ultimo, on the requisition of the Deputy Inspector General of ITospitals, desiring
that the punkahs might be made scrviceable, and a stunlar requisition, dated 206th
ultimo, was received from the Deputy Assistant Quartcr Master General, asking for
the removal of the engine and the re-introduction of the old system

No 87. Endorsement of the Acting Supermtendmg Ergincer, 4th Division,
dated Madras, 9th June 1869, No 1,349

From the Executive Engincer, Presidency Soutliein Range, to the Superintending
Engineer, 4th Division, dated Madras, 7th June 1869, No 210

I navy the honour to report that

on Saturday® afternoon I inspected the
working of the punkahs at the General Hospital.  Those only were pulled thatare

mm the main body of the building, Mr Oir not having completed his arrange-
ments for pulling those in the wings.

* 5th #uno 1869

2 Iinspected the apparatus for changing the direction of force, and am of
opinton that 1t must either be considerably modified and stiengthened, or that it
will never do the woik for whichi 1t 13 intended In the last trial but one 1t was
found not to answer on account of vibiation, and because the connecting roads did
not work clear of it. I think 1t 15 a mere waste of time to allow )
on making experiments with the present machinery., Ev
Saturday the engine had to be stopped, because one of tl

/

Ir. Orr to go
en while I was present on
ie pins which fastened the



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public IVoiks Department,
) oth July 1869

conneeting roads to the punhahs gave way  Mr. Thomphinson, Mechanical Engi-
=]

neer. acrces with me that Mr Our is not hikely to succeed in working the punkahs i
Bt -]

for any tune with lus present machinery, and the man whom Mr. Orr himself
employs suggests a totally different arrangement and a very expensive one
oo

3. It is considered also that a more powerful engine will be required to
work all the punkahs: I mean those in the wings, as well as those in the body of
the bulding

4. I would suggest that Mr. Orr be desired to remove his machinery with
out loss of time

ForwarpED to the Sccretary to Government, Public Works Department, in
continuation of letter No. 1.273, dated 5th June 1869

{Signed) J. BEAN, Lieut.-Colonel, R. E.,
Ag. Superintending Engineer, 4th Ditision. ‘

No. 88. OrpEr THEREON, 5th July 1869, No. 2,172.

It appears that the main 1mpedi-
ment Mr. Orr has experienced in com-

g pletng his arrangements for pulling
the whole of the punkahs of the General Hospital by steam, is the difficulty of

changing the direction of the motive power from the longitudinal to the transverse
wards of the building. As he has now hopes of being able shortly to overcome
this difficulty, the Government are unwilling to deny him the opportunity of bring-
ing his system into successful operation, and His Excellency the Governor in
Council will accordingly defer passing final orders on these letters.

(True Extra.ct.)
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,

Seeretary to Government.

CIVIL WORKS, No, 16

To Mr. P. Orr,
To the Supermntending Engineer, 4th Division

Exd S T Augustin.
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