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Read the following papers —
. No. 36. sFrom the  Acting Superintending_Enginecr, st Division, to the

Secretary to Government, Publie Worlis Department, dated Dowlaish-
weram, 28th May 1869, No. 846, *

Wirh reference to G. O, of the 16th

Extract i Prog N o v 5+ s
! ‘(xugzzp:t';ﬁ rogress Report, No 2 Range, April 1869, No. 1,250, 1 hav«i the hono- ¢
1 Sketch Map, to forward a Sketch Map. as're uested,

showing the djrection o, the duff>rent
routes connecting Jeypore with the District of Vizagapatan ard the’ coasts and
¢ ereferied to in Mr Minchin’s reﬁort » on the sugzestions contain d tulrein, Wbeg to
submit the following report as directed by Government . . ] -

- T e e e ..,\-..-\(., e e T e s

i

' 2. Furst —As regards the routo by the Chicacele river nothing whitever

! appears to have Leen done in this direction to improve the old Brinjarri tracks over
the ghauts. The distance by this route is said to be 130 miles fiom the coast, and, as
far as the Vizagapatam Distiict is concerned, the direction does not appear to Le a

. good one, to say nothing of the natural obstacles reported toexist on it. I find also
the traffic on this line, such as 1t 13, mote connected with some of the eastern districts
of the Central Provinces and South Ganjam than Jeypore ; on.this point, however, I
am not quite sure, but there can be little or no doubt this route 18 not worth consi-
dering as far as the Vizagapatam District is concerned and-as far as South Ganjam
is concerned, if the Pachipentah pass 1s opened the road from Rambudrapoorum to

+ Parvatipore will afford access to the country in that direction. A Special Executive
Oflicer having been dctailed for Ganjam to take up the canaling of that country, his
report on the Chicacole and Vum<hi Darra 11ve1s will probably determine 1n the best

' way what should be done hercabouts,

8 Second —The road to the south by the Pettah Ghaut connected with the coast
by the road at present under construction from Kassipoorum ta Vizagapatam - the
distance by this route is said to be 120 mules. 'l hus ghaut-was opened under tho
idea that a samitarium for the district would be found in the Iarris-valley, this

* scheme was an utter failure, and has been long ago abandoned.  From the Range
Officer’s progress report 1t appears an estimate, amounting to Rupees 1,15,000, was
sanctioned for the construction of the line, from the foot of the ghaut at Kassipoorum

, to Vizagapatam in 1863, the expenditure up to date amounts probably to Rupces

" 96,000, leaving a balance of Rupees 19,000 to be worked out; the accompanying
extract from Captain Beatty’s last report gives the particulars in full regarding this
work. The traffic on it appears to be tufling, the locality feverish, and nothing has
been done to connect this ghaot with Jeypore ; under these circur’nstances 1t appears
to me to be a matter of regret this work was not put a stop to, and I beg to recom-

' mend this being done at once, and the balance of the estimate made available for

'~ other purpo ges, which will Le mentioned further on.

N 4. The thnd route by the Paclupentah pass, recommended by Mr. Minchin,
' appears then to be by far the best line for a road to be taken, the distance is said
- to be only 110 mules from the coast The ascent up the ghaut is already easy and
" can be unproved, and morcover a hine fiom the top of the pass to Jeypore Lias been
rah(ady completed( :y the Awsistant Agent. I beg, therefore, to propose the balance

of the estunate for the Kassipoorum and Vizagaj atam road be made available for the
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work of clearing the country about this pass and improving it as much as possible,
leaving the detailed estimate to be submutted hereafter, after the grouud over which
the ghaut must pass has been moge carefully examined.

5. The road from Bimlipatam to Vizianagram has been completed for bandy
traffic. From the latter plate to Gajapatinagarum is under construction, thence ta
Ramabu@ram\orurﬁ 1t is far advanced toward sompletion, and the line from this
place to Pact _entah, vi} Salur, has been sa..ctioned, and the ground is now being

taken up fortheroad. "¥om Ramabuddrapoorum to Parvatipore aroad is now con- . -

struc\tmgand (epg;x:tgd to be nell advanced, this woyld lead towards South Ganjam,
if then ayoad were taken from Gajapatinagarum towards Lucas arapoocottah, in tho
Vizegapatam and Cassspoorum road, the whole district would be connected with
this ghaut, and the aband>nment of this road in tho unhealthy parts noted by the
Range Officer, would be an advisable measure and no serious loss to the Government.

6. As Mr. Tmner has been so successful in road-making, and the Jeypore
country already abounds with agricultural produce, nothing could be better for
the district than increasing the means at his disposal for improving its communi-
eations In the distiicts of the Central Provinces there 1s probably twice as much
jirngated land as in Tanjore and Rajahmundry put together, and there is not a
bit of road or canal in any of them ; and Bhundara may be taken as an example of
these countiies, in this district by the settlement returns there are 635,000 acres
of irrigated rice lands ; its land revenue is scttled at five lacs a year, aud this assess-
ment1s now considercd too high  To convey the produce frow thisarea only forty
miles to market, I calculated 1t would entail a charge of twenty-five lacs a ycar on
the dustrict, according to the rates of hire for transport p1 evailing in those Provinces,
this charge would be at the rate of Rupces 4 per acre for the irngated lands alone,
and good Lridged roads would reduce this cost to perhaps a rupee or less, and thus
set free a large amount of capital to be utilized for other purposes; I conclude thus,
from all I can learn, the distiict of Jeypore 13 now 1n much the same condition as
the neighbouring distiicts of the Central Provinces, and that good means of transport
made 1 1t would be an enormous benefit not only to the people, but also to the
Government, as the Assistant Agent is both willing and able to undertake this duty
it would be a great pity if the opportumty were lost, particularly in such a district.

7. Acain, coast districts hike Ganjam and Vizagapatam, having the scaboard
open to them, cam send away their surplus produce to all parts of the world, keeping
only saficiont in store for the year’s consumption, and trusting to the next
season’s rains for the next year's supply ; should any failure, however, occur in
these, a famine immediately takes place, for even the adjacent districts cannot,
with the available means of transpoit, convey food into these districts; the rains
having failed there 1s no pasture, and the Buinjarries cannot venture to bring their
cattle anay from this or from the supply of water afforded by the springsin the
jungles on the Iulls, the highest prices would hardly tempt people to run the risk
of losing their means of living altogether. A bandy on a good road will carry not
less than 1,000 pounds, or perthaps as much as ten pack-bullocks ; thus by substi-
tuting wheeled conveyance, even of rude construction, in these districts, four-fifths
of the cattle power now employed in conveying produce might be reserved for
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increasing this or carrying up salt; and as fodder can be conveyed by bandies at
remuneration rates, whil st it cannot by pack animals, one great obstacle to approach.
ing the coast in seasons of distress would be done away with.

8. It appears then that the ineasures proposed by Mr. Minchin would 1n every
way ba most useful and beneficial to both districts, and 1t only remains to consider
how this department can best give effect to them. I take 1t for granted Mr. Turner
will have increased funds placed at his disposal on the conditions mentioned by the
Collector; a Company of Sappers would enable us to open the pass in the shortest
time, the men would Le employed on this woik only at the time of the year when
the jungles are healthy, and for the rest of the year they could be placed on Trunk
Road No. 6, or any other roads in construction ia the low ¢country. Ihave already
mentioned how I propose obtaining funds for commencing this important project.

9. ‘The transfer of roads trom Local to Imperial Fands, or otherwise, I would
request to be allowed to consider hereafter when I have visited the district of
Vizagapatam ; as a general rule, however, I think all the main branches from the
ghaut should be considered Imperal.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
2nd July 1869

No. 37.  From the same Officer, dated Dowlaishweram, 3rd June 1869, No. 928.

WitH reference to my letter No. 846, dated the 28th ultimo, I regret to say
I find I had omitted to mention one line of road it is proposed to open, and which

will connect the Pachipenta Pass with South Ganjam, 42 » from Ramabudrapoo-
rum, vid Boddam, to Trunk Road No, 6, and thence to the Kuppili Salt Pans,

No. 38. ORDER THEREON, 2nd J uly 1869, No. 2,146,

Ix his report on the administration
of the Jeypore territory for 1868, the

Agent to the Governor of Fort St. George
in Vizagapatam, after entering fully into a description of the three on] Y available

routes across the table-land which Separates that country from the coast, and com-
menting on the advantages which, in his opinion, the central route from Jeypore
by Pachipenta possessed over the other lines, recommended the opening up of that
communication as a first class road, Mr. Minchin’s suggestion having been refer-

red to the Superintending Engineer of the 1st Division for report, that Officer,
in his letter recorded at the head of these Proceedings, expresses a stro
*

I CIVIL WORKS, No. 5.

b
is already a made road between the top of the ghaut and Jeypore. He therefore

recommends the cessation of operations on the portion of the southern line of road
between Vizagapatam and Kassipoorum which is now under construction on an esti-
mate of Rupees 1,15,000 sanctioned in G. O » dated 8th December 1863, No. 3,610,
and asks authority for the unspent balance of the estimate, namely Rupees 20,221,
to be laid out in clearing the country about the ghaut and in improving the latter
as much as possible, detailed estimates for the purpose being hereafter submitted,

2. As these opinions of the Superintending Engineer are in conformity with
those expressed by Mr. Minchin, His Excellency the Governor in Counecil hag
no doubt that the route by Pachipenta is the best by which Jeypore can be made
accessible, and he accordingly requests that the necessary plans and estimates for
the improvement of the ghaut and the completion of the road may be submitted,
The question of making an appropriation of funds will then be considered.

3. Seeing thata large proportion of the estimate for the Vizagapatam and
Kassipoorum road has been already expended, the Government consuder it inex-
Pedient to divert the balance of the estimate from the completion of the road.

4. Captain Fischer’s proposals to form branch roads from Lucavarapoacottah
to Gajapatinagarum and from Ramabuddrapoorum vii Boddam to the Great
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