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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department? .
14th June 1869,

No. 284. From R. K PUCKLE, Esq.,Collector on Special Duty, to the Secre-
tary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 2nd June 1869.

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date,I havethe honour to inform you
that the money subscribed for ths Streeviguntum Anicut Project could not be better
laid out than on a bridge over the anicut. There isat présent no bridge lower down
than Palamcottuh, and the traffic along the coast 1s greatly impeded when the river
is in flood.

2 The people subscribed their money unconditionally, toshow how rauch they
wished for the anicut ; and utilizing the amount by cutting the southern channel as
far as the Kadamba tank was an after-thought, 1n no way affecting the absolute gift
of the money. A buidge would greatly benefit the subscribers, but a toll on the
trafic would be a mistake I think, as it would tend to lessen the feelings of grati-
fication with which the people would otherwise regard the outlay of their money on
a popular work, and would contrast badly with the other bridges over the river,
which are frce of toll, and were both built by private individuals.

OxpEr TREREON, 14th June 1869, No. 1,926.

-

CIVIL WORKS, No. 4%

recorded, the Superintending Engineer
of the 8th Division recommends ‘that
the amount contributed by private pacties for the Streeviguntum Anicut Project
ghould be appropriated to the completion of the biidge over the anicut, for laying
the foundations of which pro¥ision is made in the sanctioned estimate. The cost
of completing the superstructure of the bridge is calculated at Rupees 70,000, and,
in the event of the proposed arrangement being approved, Captain Prendergast sug-
gests thal the balance of Rupees 30,000 required to finish the bridge should be
made in two grants of Rupees 15,000 each from Local Funds in two consecutive
years The Acting Collector concurs in the Superintending Engineer’s proposals
for the appropriation of the amount of the private contribution, but suggests that
it should be placed in the Tuticorin Bank as a fixed deposit for two years bearing
interest at five per cent , and that a toll of one anna should be levied on all carts
crossing the bridge By this means Mr. Longley believes that the Local Funds might
berelieved from a part of the charge for the construction of the bridgeand be
eventually reimbursed. ¢ )

2. These proposals having been referred to Mr. Puckle for his opinion, that
gentleman expresses his full concurrence with the suzgestion to lay out the whole
amount of the private contributions in question on the construction of the bridge,
but deprecates the imposition of any toll. g !

3 Under these circumstances His Excellency the Governor in Council
resolves to sanction the construction of the bridge over the Streeviguntum Anicut
being preceeded with in due course with the money subscribed by the people and
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Proceedings of the Madias Government, Public Works Depai tinent,
14th June 1869.

to be recovered from the sanctioned estimate for the project, the additional amount
for its completion being provided, as required, from Local Funds, leaving the ques-
tion of the imposition of a toll on the bridge, when opened for traffic, to be considered
hereafter.

(True Extract.)

O
Colonel, R. E,

Secretary to Governmen!.
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