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Proceedings of the Madras Government,‘Pub_lic Works Department,
: 15th February 1869.

Read the following papers :—

No. 414. Proceedings of the Madras Governinent in the Judicial Department,
dated 9th January 1869, No. 27.

Read the following letter from the Acting Magistrate of Cuddanah, to the Chief .

Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Cuddapah, 25th December
1868. : ‘ \

1. Ihave the honour o report that yesterday afternoon I held an inquiry
rerarding the death of a Fireman, whose surname was Smith,and Christian name
unimown, which resulted from an accident that occurred, on the previous evening, to
the 7-30 A. M. goods train from Arconum.

2. It appears that a second engine was attached to the train at Tripaty, and
that as the train was running down the decline of, what is called, the Nundaloor
hank, a few miles from the Wontimitta Station, the couplings parted, probably about

. the middle of the train, which was a very long and heavy one.

3. The first intimation which the drivers say they had of anything being wrong
was sceing thered light exhibited about the middle of the train. The driver of the
hindmost engine at once applied his breaks gently. The driver of the leading engine
says he ran about a quarter of a mile, and then applied his breaks also gently. Speed
was slackened in consequence, and the detached half of the train almost immedi-
ately overtook the leading half in collision so violgnt as, I am informed, to smash
up all the waggons in the centre of the train.

4. The buffers of the wagon next to the tender wer; broken with the shock,
and the unfortunate .F ireman, who appears to have been at the back of the tender,
was thrown off, and Jau‘)med by the back and stomach between the waggon and the
tender, where he remained crying. out until the drivers stopped the train, put the
engines ahead, and thus released him. e lived for about five minutes. His spine
and four ,ibs were fractured. .

5. 1 presume a professional and departmental inquiry will be instituted. I

am 1Ot prepared to decide whether, under the circumstances, the red light was the

roper signal for the guard to have e:-xhibited , or whether, under the circumstances,

the drivers are b.la‘mable fo.r slackening speed. Their doing so was the undoubted
cause of the collision, and its consequences.

CoMMUNICATED to the Public Works Department.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) R.S. _ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.

Endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for Railwayls, dated Madras,
15th January 1869, No. 16.

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting
r Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 4th January 1869, No. 374,

1.. I beg to band you reports of two fatal accidents which occurred on the

No, 415.

23rd ultimo and 31st idem, at the 144th mile, North-West Line, and Salt Cotaur

Station, respectively.
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Madras Government, Public Works Department,
15¢h February 1869
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P,-ocee(z?ngs of the

P7 Oceed 2y
) 7 7 ment, delt.
[ I

15th I P
ebruar-y 1869, orks Departinent , ;

erve that Mr. Church attributes the accident on the North-West Line to an '
the part of the Drivers, in bringing the train to a stand, and that heis
bad judiciously checked the speed of the train, and finally stopped it, there

r no damage to record.

t furnished by the Acting Locomotive Superintendent, show-
tock in this accident ; but Mr. Collinson informs me

From the Consult;

Overnment, Pypj;, ;;g Engireer for Raj
vl

18 ‘
Refeg’- Novor orks Department, da
~errmg to my docket of the 1

2. You will obs

wa)va to .
te Eiad the Spcwt‘"y to error in Judgme.nt on
18 30th J anuary ' of opinion that if they

. would bave been little o

3. 1 enclose copy of a statemen

| e e

1.
Sth i“!!tant’ No

[ ] Letter ﬁ‘Om
: A
with enclosureg,e nt, No. 30, 29th Januay 18 forward fu - 16, 1 Lave ¢, L .
the 2 77569, ritieg £ Fther Teports f, ¢ Monour to b ing the damage gustained by the rolling 8
Cet 3rd and the 315¢ uly two fo th Maq as -rom. the autho- ! that he is at present unable to give the cost of repairing and replacing the damaged vehicles.
ota : 1m a . , . .
l2lr statlon, resPe(:tiVely 0, at the 144th mﬂetal\‘ cclllden 3w 1::11:‘:{ "P‘):; the , 4. The injury to the permanent-way was very glight, twelve pot leepers only having been
i ave been . y &NOrth. \\" curre on . b ken
which has b 0bllged to dr est Lip roken.
een allowed aw the A ¢, and the Salt L
regardi ed to oc gent” . N .
Ongthelgg these two aCCidentscur In furnishiio ttf.‘ntlon to the ~ From the Traffic Manager, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, dated
a vague ar((il December, and theefsiPGC{any in t}?e Vernmepy T’.cry .gfeat delay ’ Madras, 27th January 1869, No. C/23.
- i unsatiSfaCtorY naty rt mtimation ocfaso of the orm with Inforation Adccident at 144th mile, North- West Line.
T : e 3
e ! ity ik oceu rred ‘v 1. With reference to my report No. C/394, dated 4th instant, Ibeg to submit further parti-

) Was n . 1c
ot Teceiveq in » COnsisting
culars of tbis accident.

gofa report of
e accident consisted of two engines and fifty-one vehicles,

Le time of th

1 On the 14
th and 20t ; thi i
notang,  Uirteen g, ° OhCe till e gy §
: ' 8 e 5th inst i t
than five weeks, T :After send; after the ant, | 2. Th.e train 8t ¢ the
» Thave received infop Ing Wo Ooccurrence. ‘ mgrshalled in the following order, viz :—
inf, S regret that T 1, the lettep wh matxon, and Tequests for further ' . 2 Engines.
Nlormation p * have beey 1ch I after ¢} ) o 1 Waggon of short timber.
4. The oW supplied ig far fr COHStIained to now the ho '® apse of more 1 1 Empty brake van. .
. o . s .
and T ¢g recorded facts g m Satlsfactor Olnt gy to lour to enclose. X 2 Waggons, Locomotive firewood.
them 1 nnot understang . 0 not seem, ¢ Y. the Agent ¢ ¢ th ) 3 Weaggons, %Iallwgy léeys.
em befo w 0 ace ° 1at the | 11 W aggons Merchandize.
Te the GO"el‘nme here shoy] a1 ount conely: : 1 Brake van. (A)
5. There : ot lave 1, Sively f, ! 1 Empty wa
upon the CTe 18 no allys; °eR such g Y for the accident ; X 28 Wagg{ms ogfg?x;:terials
€ 1il‘erna ) on to any Teat d I . ’ . .
tak n’s body . . O0Y magigtan: tlay in layi e 1 Empty waggon.
elé place, 7:and it i impo:;tjr'al inquiry Jing \ o 3rd Class Carriage.
- The b] . 1Dle tq ; ) OF ¢4 i~ rakevan. (B)
but ame is thy agin any Ip t — g
the ;,hey do o appear ’COO‘}Txl by the Trafg 3 ® that Neithep 8}?‘1051: held \ Total 51 *
0 OComotiye Supering ;‘Ve been ; nc Ianager on ould have 3. The Chief Guard of the train rode in the rear brake van marked B, and the Under-guard
€Ir conduct €ndent ge i : Ked A
* em t P‘lnlah I‘l"ers 0 . in brake van marke .
7. 1 have h be Or the; fthe engines; Chief Guard states, ¢ everything went on well until within three miles of Wontimit-
any fams Teceived . n ¢a] lelr opy : . The
¥ family, ang wheth 19 mfor atio do or or, nor does ot ta, when 1 folt 8 jerk ‘¢ forward” I applied the brake at once, opened the door of my Van
ave r cther the t R a8t o any report upon - . an’d Jooked out, bub could see nothing to account for the ** jerk;" while so engaged I was knocked
points equested t} Age be iy any v her e d i« ggainst the door post of the Van and fell back insensible on the floor of the ¢ brake van."
9. I nt to ﬁIrniSh ay Provig, d €Ceased Fireman left o1 remember pothing furthex: until I was called by Engineman Riley, when I got up, and ?vent with
approve e y; for € h here 1 i Ty he side of th
prohibitin of the orderg 1.+ With funy o . o« him to the head of the train, where 1 saw the European Fireman lying dead by the side o the
this ord § the Tilning of which haye lnfo’mati o Yine. The front part of the leading waggon was “ gtove in,”” and the leading wheels were off
. rder ghal] not in £ more thay, one een iSSue on on theseo «« tho rails, put the rear wheels were still on the rails and the other parts of the waggon were
Vernment ut be cane len e wit) Y the T : vt aoparently uninjured. The empty brake van, sixtéen waggons next to it, the Under-guard's
elleq Withoul any raip . raffie Manager, ' ‘ N ;ﬁ-r;ke van and the empty Waggon immediately behind it were standing on the line apparently
t the expy yand [ have asked L, o apijured: Of the twenty-eight waggons of materials, eight or ten were lying one over the other,
— esg Permission of - w :roken to pieces, and the rest were standing on the line with the rails for the most part shot
N ¢ ogt of them and lying on both sides of the line. The empty waggon, the empty 3rd class
o 4 the rear brake van sustained no injury.” )

From the A
gent and Man
ager of the 3y
: adry,
t a jerk and then a shaking of the

saw a broken chain
«¢ parted.”” _I applied
¢ dead”” within

¢ 1326, an
¢¢ carm he Under-guard states, ‘ near the 144th mile I fel
coupling had snapped. I looked out of the brake van and

d immediately concluded that the train had

Ra;
. ay C
dlas» 29ty J OmpaHY. to ¢

=5
]
T
34
-3

Rallways, dateq Ma

ur docket, dateq . .
. i « train, as if a

® No. ¢ ay e
o Cg? g::g ihﬁ January 1569 e 204, instanuary 1869 No (:;Onaumng Enginecr f
! 25t . ’ . r for .
o do. Copy o 3 " o 1ying between 1B rails, an _ .
at the 1444y, mile N raffie f“"‘he, * % haveyy, ko y prake and exhibited a red signal to the Driver, who stopped the train
& North-West Line which lagep wr_e ortge receiour to enclosa * oy - five Telegraph posts. The sudden stoppage of the train threw me down, and when I
s and Syl COtam- ‘ ?"c‘lrred .0 ith e ard tov;d from the os four ored 1 got out of the van and examined the train. The fifth waggon from my brake van
Station, rcspec‘:_ the 93, andt 3e accidents a-rewvield by a side chain only, the centre coupling and one of the side chains having been
XVQ]y 1at ultimo ' s @was .
. . "
'y broken-
\ L]
e - T e
IS :
| Lo r“'rl




'Proceedings of the Madras G
overnment, Publi :
15tk February 1869, fie Wordks Departmen,

6. The accident is sai

Lin 624, which cea:;s al: ,:'alld to hgie occurred at miles 144 49 chai :
7. The st of thot lles 144-75, where a rising gradient of 1 . 1:51»3011 a falling gradient of

. e train at the time iz said to h 1 913 commen
. . . a ces,
and I am inclined to think that the train was runnin Z]e been tﬂ.)out twenty
approaching the foot of it steam was pub on. whisk g down theincling 4p;

]

danger signal exhibited b broke .
. s y the Under- . couplin
brain too suddenly. nder-guard, the Drivers applied theigr’ l?:

8. Both engin i
gines are fitted with ** engine” ag wel] as ¢

O ¢ "
P werful to arrest the progress of a heavy train almost ; tender
judgment in their application. ost Instantaneoyg]

~five miles per hour,
thout steam, that on
1 that on seeing the
akes and Btopped the

brakes which are sufliciently

. ¥, but th :
9. The Luropean Fireman was standine ; ) €y require very great

between it and the first waggon

doubt that if the speed of the train had b e 'tra.in had “ parteq 3 “.‘1 marked \ induces me to
have been little or no damage to record cen Judiciously ehockeq 5 Incorreet, and I have little
11. lhere 3 ord. nd finally stoppe 1, there would

ggons, and the rails sho

: t from wa

greatld&mage which these waggons Sustainedmon o ez e the imme

) - . me |j
2. The accident was purely the result of n

in checking the speed of
. g 80 heav i
accident in future, I think ot and

causc of the very

L

an error in 3
Judlrlne t
: althouy aticnt on the pay .
» With you, that the rigk s part of the Drivers

Fngine Wo. 84 ed b
Tender .., y E"gme and 7

raw bar h .
Tend 00k hrgka
1.S.0.G Wa I)amage to 1" er brokey
. aog T Vehi .
1,206, 1,53 °°0“?° 1503- 771, 934, 959 & €hicleg,
i ¢ and dss o T TR0 888,

0, water tap at back of

3zon3, Nos. 780 . X
33. 30' » 3’9202 and 32 Broken ¢ picces,
. 0. A ™ 0
Do. a w861 0 Omeeng .
0. 29 1’378 ves e '{‘wo bl]ﬂ}yg{aénklpg and ])llﬂ‘er_c at}
Do, o, . Side and ¢ astings and two asting Lroken.
. » 1,408 cast; Plankine grease-pans broken.
D . Both nas one ora; buffer plank, two buffe
o do. 52 in ends, both '1;?, grease-pan broken o
» - L :r plank .
Do. do. «. One enda“d fouy ‘-:retasg)_l anks, three huffer-cast-
» 448 ang g, ¢ bufter p) pans broken,
Do, o . e ne o Lin;; “E.asmpa‘:\;“{};; {:ur bufer-castings,
» Castin Ing, one 1 n.
1 g8, .
1;?)-. do. W 1,371 ue ey plagn‘,:n‘f‘\&box amli pl‘:.“k, threebuffer-
b do. R Brease.p, o' three |, grease-pan broken.
Do, o 13g v - 8“" end plgns-Tohen uffr-castings, and two
-* . ” * " e n XInge N
Do. 33 w166 e ¢ end Dlanknr:,t And three greas
ok ® . » 973 e « Ope end Do ° and ope buﬁ‘\,: c:};?:s :;ro‘icn'
-oke Wag . lapl:. e g broken,
e Oa?;gor% No. 353 .. ] One endg anhlng anl bug, de.
Do, - aggon, No. 840 v Breage "King, one by Plank broken.
Dg' do. , ws3 . o Twg gre “Pan brekey, ¢ bulfer-casting, and ono
. do. < .. “+ Ong pro. ¢-Pang anq’
Do » 605 8rease-pan 1, nL oue buffer-casting brok
Oken, roken.

. d R
G.B. V., No. 170

0
» 1,200 "- Oﬂe ead plankin:
. e . D ting bYOker;_

e S heananl

—’N .
Proceedings of the Aadras Government, Public Works Departmenl,

15th- February 1869.

[N e

Three buffer-castings, one grease-pan, and top
part of end planking broken.

One end planking, one buffer plank, three buf-
fer-castings, and three grease-pans broken.

Coke Waggon, No- 251 ...
11. S. 0. G. Waggon, No. 1,387

do o8 ... One end planking, buffer plank, three buffer-
Do. o castings, and two grease-pans broken. .
do 168 .. One end planking, buffer plank, and four buffer-
Do. o castings broken. .
do 830 ... Both buffer planks, one end planking, four buf-
Do. B fer-castings, and two gl&&%e-{):&nﬁ br;)lken. o
... One end planking, one buffer plank, three buf-
- Po. do. w L1 fer-casgings, and one grease-pan broken.
do 327 ... Oneend planking, both buffer planks, four buffer-
Da. B castings, and flooring broken.

804 ... One end planking, buffer plank, four buffer-cast-
ings, and four grease-pans broken.

(Signed) W.J. COLLINSON,
Acting Locomotive Superintendent.

Do. do. ”"

the Traffic Manager, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, dated
" Madras, 25th January 1869, No. C/21.

1 With reference to my letter, No. C/394, dated 4th instant, I beg toinform you that at the
1d at the Salt Cotaur Station on the 6th instant, a verdict of accidental

: d Inquest he .
adJ‘;‘;r::s re?urned, accompanied by a guggestion that a Head Porter or some responsible person

d to watch the movement of waggons about the yard to guard against similar

Fro

dea !
ghould be appointe

: for the future. .
acmd;ntsl :;ed not say that the remedy would be worse than the disease, and that the fewer hands

ploy, the less will be the risk of accident. We have been at work at"the Salt Cotaurs for

ve e s, and this is the first accident of the kind we have ever had.

more than five year.

OrpER THEREON, 15th February 1869, No. 503.

1. The Government will awaita
report on the result of the further refer-

‘ RAILWAY, No. 31.
ence which, in the last of the letters

above recorded, the Consulting Engineer reports having gxade to the Agent in
connection with the recent fatal accident at the 144th mile of the North-West

.o of the Madras Railway. . .
Line 9. His Excellency in Council approves of the proceedings of the Consulting

Engineer a8 reported in paragraphs 3 and 9 of his letter of the 30th January 1869.
° (True Extract.). -

No. 417.

———gp——

Colonel, R. E,,

Secrelary to Government.

i i for Railways.
Consulting Engineer
To ¢ Magistrate of Cuddapah.

£sd, 5. T Avgmsiit
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Q)’Jl’t. UE {186. } ’:’u A ﬂm.ﬁ. : \; as of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
o : oth January 1860.

-

. i oistrate of Cuddapah, to the
PUR P : v d the following letter from the Acting Magistra ytot
LIC WORKS. | No. 44. a ilemf Secrz t;)ry to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Cuddapah, 25th .
1

H Dccembet 1868. . . .
. have the honor to report that yesterday afternoon I hel.d an inquiry regas d-
; . I 3" th of a fireman, whose surname Wwas Smith, and Christian name unknown,
! ing the dea ! dent that occurred, on the previous evening, to the 7-30

To

Pt o, Gy e which resulted from an accl

: in from Arconun:. _— -
A M. 2gooxli: ;;tears that a second engine was attached to the train at Tripaty, and

o feain was running down the decline of, whift is called, the Nundaloor bank,
. that as illcs from the Wontifitta Station, the couplings parted, probably about the
a'fzgl;nof the train, which was a very long and heavy one. . .

™ 3. The first intimation which the drivers say they had of .anyth‘mg be'mg wrong

) y ine tho red light exhjbited about the middle of the train, The dr}vcr of fﬁ}e

' . W.ﬂ" see to T oat o?lce applied his breaks gently. The driver of the leading engine-

= hin dmosk EnE hout a quarter of amile, and then applied his breaks also gently .

: says he ran ':;‘:nnu;d in consequence, and the detached half of the train almost im”
ortook the leading halfin collision so violent as, I am informed, to -

.....

D N
ated | ebing, ¥, 108, ' Spcod was sl

madiately o . al 4
smash up all fhoe wagons in the centre of the tram. )

' . ,
Free 4 The buffers of the wagon next to the tender were broken with the shoex,

and the unfortunate fireman, W}lo appears to have been at tl‘le l:;fzkofwtlf ;zgdtc;r;
was thrown off, and jammed by the back a.nd stom:m_ch_ between the wz}o.o -
o tender, where he remained crying out until the drivers stopped the brain, pu 1(;
eagines ahead, and thus released him. He lived for about five minutes. Tis spine an
o r51bsy:::sizztir:)i;fessional and depar'tmental inquiry will be instituted. Tam

ot pr.el)arcd to decide whether, under the circumstances#‘the.red light was the proper
o nal for the guardto have exhibited, or whether, under t}xe circumstances, the drivers
Z‘i plamable for slackening speed. Their doing so was the undoubted cause of the
collision, and its consequences. .

NOS "~ S
' 414'414 No. 45. OrpER THEREON, Oth January 1869, No. 27.

Communicated to the Public Works Department.
(True Extract

/ . ‘ %/W;V7'

— . ‘ Chicef Secretary. ‘o
T . — . To the Public Works Department, %

Loy,
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