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T Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,
Forr St. GEORGE, 62k February 1869.
No. 173. )
No. 385.
To -

Tyae SECRETARY 1o TonE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Pusric Works DEPARTMENT.

SIR,

1. Iam directed by His Excellency
the Governor in Council to forward an
estimate of Rupees 2,87,424 for repair-
ing the breach in the Madras Pier.

CIVIL WORKS, No. 25.

2. Mr. Black, the Engineer sent outby the Sec'retary o-f Sf,a.te for India‘ to
superintena the repairs, having satisfied himself of the impracticability of removing
the wreck of the pier from the gap where it lies buried under several fet_at of sand,
or of getting down fresh piles in the direction of the pier, proposed in the first
instance to work round the opening on either flank, by putting down two TOWS of
piles on the north side, so that the outside row should be at the distance of thirty feet
from the line representing the north side of the present pier, an(? three rows on the
south side, also extending outwards thirty feet, the two extensions as well as the
intermediaté space being covered by a platform supported on iron glrders.. Mr.
Black now reports that, as it may not be possible to get down piles at regular inter-
vals owing to the wreck of the old work being in the way, it may be necessary
to screw in the new piles at such distances apart as will cause greater weight to
be brought upon one pile than it is calculated to bear, if the arrangement he had
proposed be carried out. He would therefore not follow that mode of reconstruc-
tion, but would screw down, on both sides of the breach, three rows of piles well
fixed together at the.top by wrought-iron girders, carrying a platform of a width
sufficient for two lines of rails, the centre portion being left uncovered for the
present,

3. As all the efforts which have been made to remove the ruins of the pier
from the gap made in the structure by the wreck of the “ St. Bernard” have been un-
successful, and the prostrated piles, with their cross bracings and tie rods, form a
net work of iron through which it will be quite impossible to get down fresh rows
of piles in the line of the old work, the Government' can see no way in which the
communication across the gap in the pier can be restored, and the work I'JIaced
again in a serviceable condition, except that of working round the opening?r in the
manner suggested by Mr. Black. His Excellency the Governor in Council t.here-
fore approves of the design submitted by that gentleman although the cost Wlll.be
considerably greater than it would have been if the repairs could have been carried
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out in a diréct line, and accordingly directs me. ip f,
c

the Government of India, to
Tequest a special grang of Rupees 1,76,853 as the am
Rupees 1,10,571 for the value

of the materials daj]
_England, or about to be indented for.

4. The Government of India ar
unde

Y expected to be received from

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) CHARLES A OR

i

R, Colonel, R. E,,

Secretary to Government.
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