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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
5th February 18G9.

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Revenue Department, dated 18th January 1869, No. 143 :—
e following Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for

India, (Revenue,) to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council, Fort St. George, dated India Office, London, 9th July 1868,

No. 3l.

1. I have considered in Council the Despatch from your Ext;,ellency in
Council, numbered 27, and dated the 12th May, forwarding, in continuation of your
Despatch No. 18, of the 22nd of April, a copy of reports on the condition of the
Districts of North Arcot, Bellary, Cuddapah, Salem, and Nellore, and of the Orders

which you have issued in consequence.

9. Iregret to learn thut the condition of parts of the Districts of Salem, Nellore
and Cuddapaly, and especially the last named, is still such as to afford ground for
chensions of considerable distress. I approve the measures sanctioned by your
Jlency in Council for making provision for the relief of the 'population. The
Clarke also to the districts was judicious, and I shall await with

No. 165.

Read th

appr
Ixce
deputation of Mr.
anxicty his report of them.

3. The Minute of Iis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief contains a sugges-
tion for entrusting the minor irrigation works throuzhout the Presidency to a
Department, the Officers of which should attend solely to the wants of the several
Collectorates in this respect. This seems to me to be hardly necessary to so great
an extent as His Excellency proposes, and the object would, in my opinion, be fully
Jttained if the plan Whiqll I recommended in my Despatch of the 19th of March,
No. 15, paragraph 4, was adopted, and all minor works of irrigation were entrusted
to the Revenue Officers of the districts, with such additions to their establishments
qs may be found necessary. I have not yet learned that any steps have been taken
to accomplish this ObJ(.’:Ct. But I think it advisable that you should at once place
~ourselves in communication with the Government of India upon it, as one of the
most effectual means of permanently relieving many of the Collectorates of your
Presidency from the frequent recurrence of scasons of distress, and the mitigation of

them if they should be unhappily unavoidable.
4. lam glad to learn that the apprehensions of disfcress in Bellary have been

removed:
mmr———— ) .
Irrigation, No. 9. In paragraph 3 of the foregoing
— Despatch, the Secretary of State draws

. attention to a suggestion made by him
in 2 previous Despatch, that the execution of all minor works of irrigation, as well
as of all minor road33 should.be entrusted to the Revenue Officers of Districts, with
additions to their establishments as may be found necessary.

such .
Al 3 b = . - . . -
9. The alleged deterioration of the minor irrigation works in many, if not in

most, of the Distriets of this l:’r.eSidCHCy , has long been a source of complaint on
part of the Revenue authorities, and a cause of serious anxiety to the Govern-

the . ST
-T'wo reasons for this deterioration have been assigned :—
o

meﬂt- . .
1st.—The insufficiency of the annual grants for agricultural repairs.

x

st



L3 S s Jun
—“%W

Proceedings of the Magrqy Government, Ludlic ¥y,

—
rks Department,
Sth Februarg/ 1869,

1O irrigation works should

1e laro

b2 kept iy rep Y Conneeteg With t] SCr question of t],0 organiza-

tion of the Departmey, of Publje Works, in regard ¢
back as ¢}, 7th Novemporp 1867, called fop 4

and of certain selecteq Revenyg O
consult, anq al30 of fou, of the §

cers last Mentioneq were

not yet been furni

soard were instructed to
- The answerg of the four
t the Government have
orities, Iy i3 understood th:}t
by the Board, and that the subject i3

Iso, duringt e past year, been i communicat.'on
subject of Providing ¢, additionq] funds required for keeping
' R irrigation €ess in commutation of
leir Procecdings ofthe 20th May last,
irector Revenye Scttlement for the
em Diatrict, the Government expressed
such 4 °°5% and instructed the Board{
\evenye Settlemep and with the severa
to logaliz, it. Thig Subjezt also is still under the
It vhich, 1, Excellency is aware, oy
istrict Oficers, and which

e
Sment of ¢],4 Sal
N favour of the institution of
after consultatioy with the Director 0
Collectors, to prepare 4 draft At
consideratiop, of the Boarq,

ne

a D
1y considereq in a])

its boarings.

6. Th threc Questions of (1) the Agenc by whicl, minor irrigation repairs
should pg carried out; (2) the Organizatioy the Department of szlic \Vorlcs;
and (3) the Souree frop, Which the , Quisite Mongy o, abour i ¢, be provided being
thus undey consideration, and the first t, Questiong being closely connccted
with each other, Iyjq Excellency Coung; eemg ¢ advis:ble with a view to
arriving g 5 Speedy and, at th same time, satisfactory settlomen,t of these impor-
tant questlons, t appoint 4 1Xed Ommission, COmpogeq of tho Members of the
Boarq | ‘evenue; o Honorap, V. amiengar g, ®intendent of Stamps;
Me. R.. K Puckl, Collegt, lnney, ; olon,el pnderson Chicf Engincer
for Irnxgatlon; and Majop tewar, onsultip, ‘ntvineer’fol' Railways, to
nvestigate ang Teport on th, t wil] duty 0° the %’ommi ssion to examine
all the °0rrespondencg wh Tecent]y take Place regardine the working of
the Pupli, Work Department ts pregeq > 7
Irrigatiog works, and t, tak

. Organization, and the state of tl.xe

o Videncg -°€rS 0f the Revenue and Public
e to urnigh, useful information, and

2ined, 18 questioy, of the maintenance of the

(S

- e oma

——— e s

™

pov o 5y

aday 08,

¢
ic Works Department,
he Madras Government, Pubglzc

- Proceedings of fhe "6th February 1869.

; the Commis-
: ; considered by ; :
idency will also be partlcularlgr which the ropair of miser
ict Roads of the Plzetsllla: of the executive agency to
Distric tion wit |
: nnecti
sion 1n €O

ntrusted. .
ication works may be e (True Extract.) -
1g

(Signed) R. A. DALYELL, t
thing Secretary to Government,

irr

No, 381-
. F bruary 1869, . .
Orioen THmRROY, 3ih Fe Communicated to the Superintend
ing Engineerst
(True Extract.)

No. -166.
IRRIGATION, No. 6.

Colonel, R. E.,
Secrelary to Government.

inz Engineers. .
. dine Enolfl : ts.
To Superm::;her :f Public Works Accoun
Con
To the

c cnnedr.
To Captain R. B. Kennedy

Fxd, S T. Augustin.

Sty w i
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