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“of it to bring to favourable notice the exertions of the

- I should have had to prove any charge I might hav

* No. 314, dated 21st September 1869, with its two enclo

_the Deputy Assistant Quarter-

i 'f,\E:.L{ At ¥ e

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
19¢h November 1869. ’

Read the following letter from the Officer in charge of Public
Works Operationsin the Wynaad to the Secretary to Government, Public
Works Department, dated Vythery, 10th November 1869, No. 438 :—

With reference to Order of Government, 2nd October 1869, No. 3,190, I have
the honour to request I may be excused for the delay that has taken place in
forwarding reply.. It hasbeen due, in part, to the press of work thrown upon me by
the absence of assistance in carrying on the duties of the District and Vythery
Range ; and in part to the very great difficulty I have felt as to how 1 ought
to answer—a point about which I feel far from easy yet. .

2. Of course, as His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief is of opinion that I
have overstepped my province in making any remarks on the efficiency of the Officers
in command of the detachment of Sappers employed on the operations under my
charge, on their mode of carrying on work, and supervision of same, I have the
plain duty before me of expressing my regret that I should have fallen into the
error, though it was brought about entirely by my thinking that the fact of being
addressed directly by the Deputy Assistant Quarter-master General of the Mysore
Division, on a subject connected with my own duties and the Sappers, permitted
me to take advantage of the opportunity to bring to notice what otherwise I could
only have so done by making it a special occasion of formal report. Finding I was
wrong in this conclusion, I beg to apologize for the liberty I took.

. 3. I would gladly retract all my animadversions, but as such retractation
would necessarily imply that the remarks I made were without foundation, and
contrary to fact, it is impossible for me to do so. It does not apear, however,
that I am required to do either this, or to bring forward for substantiation any
specific charge ; but rather that I should be made to see that I have violated
official etiquette in making any remarks, except through the channel of iny own

proper departmental superior..

No. 402.

I have not failed to tuke advantage
Officers and men of the
been the bearing in mind
ging forward, at other

4., Whenever I have had an opportunity,

detachment of Sappers serving at Luckadie, and it has
of those services that has made me refrain from also brin
times, complaints for which I imagined reason existed ; but above all was I deterred
by the consideration that the public service would certainly suffer by any such
breach between the Sapper Officers and myself, as would be the inevitable conse-
quence of any special report and enquiry : the latter would of course have been
searching, and as the Officers concerned would have naturally,defended themselves,
e made, by bringing forward
unfavourable incidents that had come under my notice—many of vvjlfich would
dotbtless have been unknown to me but from the constant and intimate intercourse
kept up between the Sapper Officers and myself, a contingency which, it will be

allowed, would have placed me in a most difficult. position. "However, my letter
sures, will show that I did

not permit my private feelings altogether to influence me to ’silence, and I need -

not therefore write more on that point.

5. With reference to the letter from the Acting Commandant of Sappers to
master General of the Mysore Division, dated 10th

<.___Y._
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pudlic

Works Department,
19t November 1869.

.

June 1869, I do rot sce that I made any particularly incorrect statement, inasmych
a3 the Hospital and Dispensary” were the only buildings requiring emergent

repair : repairs to the lines gencrally were necessary before the monsoon, but

the Companies should
place materials at my disposal for the purpose. Lieutenant-Colonel Prendergast

scems to imply, from twice remarking the fact in g marginal note, that paddy
straw is an inferior material for thatching ; but it i the one that the natives here
always make use of in preference to any other, when ohtainab]e 5 the cost being
the only deterrent ; it was, however, the only material thep ob
notice. e is right in the conclusion that I intended

they were unquestionably so—hut he is wrong in th
superiority was due to greater facility in obtaining
to my exercising the strictest personal superyisi

tionsyof wood were used, and in'my being
and fworkmen as Subadar Veragoo and

and "Jemadar Mootien of the D; with s
assistants, it was not difficult to have m
were not afterwards used, it wag
collecting them were -under Sap

e furthep conclusion thgt such

ather due
ut proper deserip-

same ; while, if ho punished Lig
report of the circumstance to me would 'hav
of their pay. The
facility of obtaining it, in i i
obtainable quite so close to site, plenty of it could be got if any tro
to look for it: of course ‘this diffe
alluding to that point, I did not ;
concerned the Sappers alone) sin
work, including Supervision, of Sappers, in an e ual
number of days, on the one occasion, and on the other, Cadjang we;e never l?sed
till last season for the Sapper lines, anq then only becauge they were mora casily
From the greatly
get in sufficient

tonsequent aregtep

uble were taken

be that as it may, cadjans ecannot b
material for thatching; on thg
Coast they are more commonly ygeq ¢, ; and I have not found that
b : e in any way inferior to others, exdept
perhaps they may not lfist quite so long, but ¢ertainly longer than 1,6 few months
.those in (}uestu?n wcre. 1n use, ‘ I certainly dig Tecommend coolics tn b employed
in that<-lung with cadJans, 83 1618 a work on which const
appers did not PORsess 5 and which, f.om their

understand, Had it peen grass thatching tlo
evertheless, after all, agood deal of the thatching

by the Sappers; and { have very little donbt

ant practice has given

sed ; n
was done (against Wy opiuion)

as alt}mugh not -

st

- e ™~

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
ST 19t} November 1869.

) . . . as an
that the bad result was due mainly to that; nor ean it be ITI;I‘:(;(L;; tl?::c]tice irz
slur that they should not have done well W-‘hat they hadhn: as a condition a few
The cadjans being green at first made no d}ﬂ'erence, as tdabwtheir drying beforo,
days altered; and their qualir - was not the least affected by e ncot ok
or after being put on the roof. I have also to add that as reSg o er superintendence
ing properly, 1 have never found them unmanag?able under. alfpnt of streneth and
in any other case, though I have had complaints of their wa b id1:ness or
skill in such work as assisting to build revetments, etec.; any PO unishment, that
misbehaviour brought to my notice was 80 sure of result}nlg 11; 1zxif on th:a part
it was seldom they would venture to be guilty of such, withou ¥ :
of Superintendents, inviting negligence.

i tate- -
The discrepané}’ remarked by Lieutenant-Colonel Prendergast in my s

i tives burning
ments regarding the proper time for thatching, an'd that ab;ut lth: ::Z; . tim:
the grass hills, is a mistake on his part. There is no doubt tha

. dition of
-for thatching must be as closely preceding the season when a good con

i burn
roof is most required as possible ; and it is also equally true that I{:heI nﬁ:,ige:od::btain
the grass hills about the time I mentioned. F ormerly, hf;)‘\iveVP(;a,n e ot
thatching grass from land in possession of European C(.) ced N (;Wﬂ roquire-
follow the native practice, but (as I have alrcady mentlox.le. ) disappears under
nents now preclude this ; and the other difﬁm'llty of reconm}la;lont,he* mpaterials it
the explanation that, on this occasion, 1t was intended to wait (‘)r O lines
would become available on the departure of one of the Com}();ghlii noa of opinion
vacated by it. As regards the inspection b)T the Oﬂice:rs, the diffe P Ra
is probably due to what they and I respectively consider as cons g

; my own idea ‘
i 1 i i o1 urse tantamount to none;
mspection, what is not efficient being of course

3

.

*
ages as soon
and practice was to have constant care taken to make good petty damag

) e ing
as discovered, and so prevent necessity for co'ns1d9:rab.le repairs; in f‘jlci‘: ;:erer;
out the principle of the old adage that ““a Stllfch in time saves nzzel"e lace it, and
easy as soon as a defective post or rafter was d.ls.covered, at ondce o lri)ttle‘ ttors
not to wait till half a line was in the same condmon._ 'As regar s:l to be expected
as preventing poultry from scratching up the faateh, it was scaa%*c);rs and suggest
that it was necessary for me to come to the al.xd of the Sapper Offi ual,] efﬁcazious
such simple modes as cutting the; fowl’s wings, or any othe}l; €q tha{ damace to
means of rendering them innocuous, or even to point out to t hen;: oy surmesct, the
thatch was incurred in the manner mentioned. To tell the trutst’o t; misiiief, by
remedy to Captain Crawford, and that Officer very soon puiz f:; P
sentencing to immediate death every fowl detected trespassing.

hd » : . * k
The reply quoted as mine to representations regarding the lines 1;,. I thmo;‘
e 7 i use
scatcely appI;iquto the proper occasion; I have full }'ecollectlon (Zf mat ouiﬁe so of
the expression, but it was (so far as my memory scrves me) previous o the time
1 o
that the ghaut ,Was opened for cart traffic, and on occasion of remonstrating aga

i i gently required,
the use of Sappers for private work when their services were so emergently req

ary
for a particular purpose ; besides which, as the ghaut was oplened on the 1st January,
such an answer after that date would have been inapplicable.

. . ‘ es-
6. Ido not seo that T can say anything more regarding the other corr

ber last
- pondence included in the Proceedings of Government of the 8th Septembe ’
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pudlic Wor

ks Department,
19th November 1869,

but if, after the foregéiug, any further ex

ing the works on which his men
or, if it did not sometimes happen that sever

doing ; whether he ever personally saw th
measurcments were made ; or adopted an
ments as were supplied to him by his s
report of work executed, in
If replies {o such questions sa
it will then be for me not
animadversions upon them
but to add that I have unj
I Lave said as inapplicable.

7. 1 trust His Excellenc

¢ men put to work, or was Present when
y other mode of verifying
ubordinates, and from
support of bill for working
tisfy the conditions of dutyre
only to express regret thy
in excess of my competenc
ustifiably imputed negle

such measure.-
which his monthly
batta drawn, wags compiled.
quired from Sapper Officers,
t I should have made an

e, as I have already done,
ct, and at once to withdraw all

¥ the Commander-in-Chicf wilj be pleased to make
which I have been placed by being called upon for

explain, it has proved impossible for-
through another channel what was befo
latter as groundless and incorrect ;
to make will, I hopo, be taken sim » 10t by way of per-
severaiice in any charge against others,

_
" No. 403. Orprr THEREON, '19th November 1869, No. 3,699,

ESTABLISHMENT, No, 45, Coxntuntcarep to the Military De.

partment with reference to the Proceed.
ings of Governm

25th May, 8th Sept

Nos. 1,967, 3,185, and 8,457, of the

ent in that Department,
1869, respectively.

ember, and 15t October

. (True Extract.)

(Signed) CITARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E.,

Seeretary to Government,

.

To the Military Department.

Exd. S. T, Augustin.
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