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PusLic Works DEPARTﬁENT,
Forr St. GEORGE, 10/4 November 1869,

. No. 230.
No. 5,608.

LR LTI

|
(=)
I W AT

? e

Tue SECRETARY 1o i GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

: Pusric Works DEPARTMENT. :

e ' ;

; Sie,—In reply to your letter .

4 MILITARY WORKS, No. 13. No. 1,043 of the 5th October 1869, I am |

i g : directed to make the following observa- %
{ tions. ‘ %
s 2. His Excellency, the Governorin Council, is fully alive to the importance of :

; a pure supply of water for troops, and has already had under consideration the advisa- ~ . - i

|

bility of collecting the rain which falls on the ‘roofs of the barracks in Fort Saint

P .

I George; but he has been compelled to abandon the idea on the ground of expense. It

; “ has been found that it would. cost more than 2§ lacs of rupees to‘supply five quarts i

i, of water per head per diem to the garrison consisting of 1,500 souls. ;f

! N 3. Mr. Ormshy’s project to erect glass roofs, termed * aguatects,” is not objec- J

boa tionable except on the same ground of expense. The water would undoubtedly be !

11 pure but not appreciably purer than what might be obtained from the barrack roofs 7
f which would form quite as good catchment areas as any s pec1:9zlly prepared surfaces. §
p It would be superfluous to erect ‘‘ aquatects " at any s’tatlon Wherf_’ there were v
§ barracks, asthe roof area of these buildings wo uld be a sufficiently extensive gathering j)

i " ground for all practical purposes. %

N 4. Tt is observed that Mr. Ormsby merely estimates for the cost of the roof, i
i its conveyance to Madras, and its erection. But these are only a few of the items 7
" in the complete project. The cost of the reservoirs, of the masonry ducts, of the '

, walls to support the roof, of the pipes leading to the barracks, of the distributory 37

; apparatus, etc., has been entirely omitted. If the expenses for these works be :

: considered, it will be found that the far cheaper plan will be to utilize the barrack 3

! roofs and not to incur the expense which ¢ aquatects” would involve. Iis Excel- |

. lency the Governor in Council is, therefore, of opinion that it would not be advisable 5

: to adopt Mr. Ormsby’s project either in Madras or in any other station in this i

: Presidency. z,{

! I have the honour to be, }

; . Sir, el
; ’ Your most obedient servant, ?0
: |

3

fd * » ‘.: *Y
g !
i Coloncl, R.E,, §"
% Secretary to Government. P
. i s
, { ‘@
13 s 7oA’
. f Exl. S, T. Augustin, S
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