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Proceedings of the Mauras Government, Public Works Departme;;:“; g
-8rd February 1863..

e

. No. 118. Read the following letter from the Consulting Engineer for RailwaYS;
to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,

31st December 1868, No. 465 i— ‘

1. Ihave the honour to report that, in compliance with the request containeq
in the 2nd paragraph of the Order of Gov.ernment, dated the 23rd October last,
No. 3,344, a Committee was formed to consider and re.apor(: on the best description
of points, and the most secure and efficient way of Workl.ng them. The P{oceedings ’
of that Committee, which assembled on the 13th ultimo, I have the honour to,

submit for the information of Government. i
* No. 563, dated 22nd December 1868. 2. Letters* from the Agents of -
., 2,822, dated 1st » the Madras and the Great Southern of
India Railway Companies, illustrative of the present. mode.of Worki.ng the Points,
are also Lerewith submitted. Carr’s patent self-acting points are in use on hoth
lines. Upon the Madras Railway it has lately been t}le rnlta to lock ?t night all
points upon the main line at those stations throu'gh which trains pass without stop-
ping, and the rule will in future be observed during the day also. Upon the Great

Southern of India Railway a similar rule will elso bo introduced.
3. The unanimous opinion of the Railway officials who formed the Committeg

was to the offect that the description of points HOW.i'_l use, and the mode of working
them, can hardly be improved upon. .In that opinion I f1.111y coneur, It woulq,
doubtless, be a great improvement if, without caneellmg their self-acting Properties,
the points could, as suggested by the -Bengal Con”lmxttee, be so construcfed that
the pointsman should not be able to shift them during the passage of a train; byt

I question whether the two conditions are easily compatible, and I attach mere

weight to the self-acting properties of the present system than to the conditiop

Suggest al Committee. o ‘ .
g’g: edF ?zmthti?:zflosure to Mr. Elwin’s letter 1t will be seen that, during the

12} years which have elapsed since the first p'ortion.of the I}Iadras Railway wag
opened for traffic, the ratio of accidents ab f'dleng Po.mtsi which ha‘;e been caused

by the irresolution or carelessness of the po’ .~men ;n gc;g;ge, ,It,g.tle nl;mbe}- of
facing points passed over by trains, has becn a3 1 to 79,707, s ;e:; t aﬁords:, -
a strong argument in favour of the system of points now in use, and the present:

mode of working them. )
5. The preparation of the stati
delayed the disposal of this subject. , . " | »

RS

T Yratwer

stics submitted with Mr. Elwin’s letter has

==
¢ Royapooram on the 13th November 1868. .

o Meeting held @
Proceedings of a ¢ ) PRESENT. )
Major J. H. M. Suaw Erswasr, Consulting Engincer for Railways.

ver. Madras Railvay Company.
Mr. R. B. Euw ¢ and Manager, Ma o
,'l‘ \rg. s ’ II;J:;;;N';?: and TruﬂicoManager, Great Southernrof India Railway Compa,myt .

»» B. Axpersox, Chicf Engineer, Madras Railway Company-

do.
do. : . .
) l‘; g ;) I";‘)N’ Dl‘;l;:itgent Engineer, Great Southern of India Railway Company.
»» B. C. St. Jony, © i ‘

dras Railway Company. , N ..
s» II. E. Cuuron, Traflic Manager, Ma t:ndent, Great Southern of India Railway Company.,

i rin . * ompany,

:1"1;,3 Bi» G S?B wAm;, Iéii:?::::zfs"?: 3,344, dated 23rd October, in compliance with which
roccedings o s #¥0e . .

the meeting was assembled, were read.
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PUPUUN

. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
T 3rd February 1869.

————

e

After a long discussion the following resolutions were unanimously agreed to :—

That, in the opinion of this meeting, there is no better description of points, for ?,11 pracu'cfﬂ
purposes, than that now in use upon the Madras and the Great Souathern of India Railways, ViZ.,

Carr’s patent self-acting points ; and that the present mode of workingz them can scarcely be
improved upon.

That, therefore, any compulsory alteration of the system in force upon the portions of Railway
now open for traffic would be highly undesirable. ‘

« That any system of points, into which, with due regard to efficiency of working and tos
simplicity, the conditions recommended by the Bengal Committee can be introduced, would possess .

o decided advantages ; and the members present would be prepared to advocate the use of such systeti,
in the event of any extension of the Railways in this Presidency, Those conditions are understood
to be—

1st.—The points upon the main line should show by signal to the passing driver the line to

which they are open-such signal to be attached to the lever or switch rail, and to be worked with
the points. )

2nd.—The points should be so constructed that the pointsman should not be able to shift
them during the passing of a train.

4

(Signed) J. IL M. SITAW STEWART, Major, R. E.,
Consulting Engineer for Railways.

[ ST —

. From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 22nd December 1868, No. 563.

1. Adverting to the discussion which took place at the meeting held in this office on Friday

the 13th November 1868, atising out of the Proceedings of Government, No. 3,344, dated the

23rd of October, on the subject of points and crossings, 1 h;ve the honour to state that, in the opinion

. of ?he gﬁi(‘.ers of th.is Company, the best description of points is that knownas * Carr's patent
.. Sw*tch, with a fish joint, as illustrated in plan No. 102,

2 Wehave in use on this Railway some old points kn;)wn ag ‘“ Wild's patent,” but as they

dxﬂ'ex.- so slightly from those shown on drawing No, 80, it has not been thought necessary to submit
a third sketch, - s i3

on ﬂis C:;g;;ef:i-mce ‘EO the ‘converszftion at the meeting as to the number of accidents caused
. much pleasure yto sl;??'ty e ll‘res?lutlon or carclessness on the part of pointsmen, it aﬂ'ords" e
dated the 22nd instantuprzv;::e ;{::cx;i attention to the ascompanyinz Memorandum, J?. C[ogg,
- Railway on the 1st Jli’lly 1856 dozm :Tr}z}xfﬁc Blanager3 which sho.ws that from t.he opening of ;n:
k . vears, there have been only > o the Present time, extending over a period of nearly 12
i from the main Line, and vzer:iiacc:de'm‘s at p?mts, seven of which occurred at facing points lcadulg
| charge ; and the remaini 1e to irresolution or carclessness on the part of the pointsmen1n

ng three occurred at <1, "o .
: i y-bye' points, and the result of neglect on
- the purt of Station Masters to have the points loc i » andwere > .

: ked.

. rett ;revglli ;I;mlmc E}Ilimagcr concludes his Memorandum as follows :—** During the 12} years
. 0 less by i . . . a
% ‘“ and these trains pass ac;l o ‘19 t_r al&i bave been run, performing a train-mileage of 9,330,000,
I “ ratio of aeoidentl; at,ef over ,.2.)9,.)00.sets of facing points on the main line alone, so that the
3 ‘ * charge of them, to the ::::1!1% pm?t:’ Owing to the irresolution or carelessness of pointsmen in

N * er O » 1

*“ In no instance has an Aemg points passed over, has been as 1 to 1,79,707.

. accident i ° = -
¢ or to servants of the Comp at points been attended with any injury either to passengers

T my.vi
5. Ther )
- M esll“} of our Work'

Yo 3 s Ing, as reported -
- _ . eminently gye ’ parted by Mr. Chur 8o
0 ‘ ¥ successful as to render any furtl er comment unne ch appears to me to bae beed
g . ) . v cossary, "
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Proccedings of the Madras Government, Public Works .Departm‘
3rd February 1869.

No. C/390. o .
Accidents at Facing Poinls.

Order of Government, No. 3,34}, dated 23rd ;)ctlobe; };8612;.’6 " y -

i P i e 1st Ju 56 up to the present time, o o
From the opening of the Madras Railway on t g orer Z rertod ff nearly 12 goar, tiler?;:ie
been only (10) ten accidents* at points. Seven
of these accidents occurred at facing pointgy lead-
ing from the main line, and were due to irregq- .
- lution or carclessness on the part of the pointg- e
men in charze, and three aecidents occurreq at .

3
1 i

i

P . TN s
T d RN a7 SoRLE s % Uk o Y
- . .

N oints, | Facing points

Fao e Pne. | at lay-byes.
[T

JE——

Year,

1839

1860

1963
1263 o
1864 o
1866 e o oee 1
1567 o e 1
1363 [ aes R .

] e
-

the part of Station Masters to have the pointg -
locked. )

3 During the 12} years referred to mo Iess;
tha 83,650 trains have been run, performing

30.000, and these trains passed over 1,259,330 sets of facing points on the
330,00V,

i idents )
at the rataoft:;il:l :;Clto the number of facing points passed over, has been as 1

Total «- 7

| SR e

a train mileage of 9,

main line alone, so th

lessness of pointsmen in charge 0

to 1,79,707.

~ Inno instance has an ace

to servants of the Company-
Mapras,

222d December 1868.

:Jent at points been atterded with any injury either to passengers or
x i}

Trafic Manager.

(True Copy.) " (Signed) R.B.ELWIN, ,
N . dgent and Manager,’

e —————

South;r;l of India Railway, to the Consulfing Pslggineer for Railways, - *
From the Agent of the Great ted Negapatam, 1st December 1868, No. 2,822, { ‘
Madras 3 da 64 of the 19th ultimo, 1 have the honour to se'nd you a sket c.h of - | i
. Ag called for in your No. 31 Great Southern of India Railway. These points are sf}lf~actmg, ]
tho *“ points” now in uscl‘?’_‘:‘li;t:nded to have them locked in future, so that the main }me may at .
and close of themselves. X 4 !

all times be clear. I

3rd February 1869, No. ?57. |

RDER THEREON, , . o
. 0 ; Ordered that these papers be for- . i

RAILWAY, No. 6

U ﬁ

' (Here enter No. 3

(True Extract.) - e -

. +
4

: _ Colonel, FR, E,
Secretary {o Government.

. i 1 S, . ) L - ) - ‘ Z -
: incer for Railway I - S E
To the Consulting Engneer o { . boe ) ‘

Exd. J, Taloch. ~ © - ‘

[ S S AR T L Dy

: eox L [ e
g RIS IR i b -

o

lay-bye points, and were the result of neglect op R L

at facinz points, owing to the irresolution or care. :

O o

'(Signed) - II. E. CHURCH, S \

- - "
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warded to the Government of India, ( : .

58, dated 3rd February 1869.) " R

O e .

TAENT .

‘e
S Rhem e TS EALL

P T [ L. » :T...‘.—.::A.‘n PR
e o g o i e e« b iR W2

RN

PR IR et R

e 32

"y
B

w5

-y

>



T TTE R S T RO WA - T e T~

T L LA - o diva o s Tk 1 Sh A | (Y e o TR T T
. " g S gkeat, L : B¥ tade € el Mtmasan 2o LAY B &Ww et

- R !

i
A
LTS ki
PN

Y
-7

1
) ;«%fyi 4’:; w8 I F ’ cod
¢ i7F b q L . RN ‘,’ ) nE N
’ A b by {ﬁt'@r_} ;'-.f?ﬁﬁ“x‘slw‘: ;
; f e e
; ' ! ;!
, ! .
] 3
' N oy : - ! ra i .
| U3LIC WORKE. | | ‘
. : :
) : o Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,
: - ) . roon
) : T, S _ . Forr St. GEORGE, 3rd February 1869,
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