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I‘rmodmg: of tlze Madras Gwemment Publzc Works Departmenl.
Lst July 1869.

No. 25. _ Read the following letter from the Officiating Sgcretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Public Works 'Department, (Account— Irrigation,) to the
Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated
Simla, 9th June 1869, No. 109 A, I:—

In fox:wardmg, for the information of the Secretary to Government, Madras,
the accompanying Resolution of this date by the Government of India, I am
directed to request that the Governor-General in Council may be informed what
works are now in progress with funds supplied from the extraordinary grant for
which jproper estimates have not yet been sanctloned and when the several esti-
mates for them will be supplied to this Office.

2. I am to ask that this information may be furnished with the utmost possible
expedition, ' ; RS

Proceedings of the Government of India in the Public Works Department, (Ac-
count—Irrigation, ) dated Simla, 9th June 1869, No. 108 A.—I.

Ezpenditure on Eziracrdinary Irrigation Works.

Resorution oF THE GovERNOR-GENERAL oF INpIA IN CoUNCIL.

Tue conditions under which various Extraordinary Irrigation Works are now
in course of construction in different parts of the country, in anticipation of sanc-
tion to the estimates, have lately been under consideration by the Government of
India, and the Governor-General in Couneil is of opinion that the time has arrived
when sBme specific action becomes necessary, in order to bring this important
branch of the public expenditure under proper coutrol and supervision.

2. The circumstances under which a relaxation of the rules for conducting
public works were permitted in this ease are well known to the different Local
Governments. The increased importance attaching to irrigation consequent on
the famines of late years, has led to the great expansion of the operations of the
Irrigation Department ; the calamitous drought of the present season, and the
necessity for finding public employment for large numbers of people, were a suffi-
cient reason for a temporary deviation from rule; and the transfer of the works
of the East Indian Irrigation Company to the Government, operated in like
- manner; and numerous works have been commenced without definite sanction
- having been first given to the detailed projeets. It was hoped too that the forward
- state of the estimates for some of these works would admit of their being submitted
simultaneously with the commencement ¢f active progress. But the result has
- afforded another proof of the kind so often farnished before, that a certain result of
_permitting apy degree of laxity in such matters is an increased and continued
deviation from rules. Everywhere the uncertaking of work appears to have caused
the preparation of estimates to cease. Those for the Sirhind Canal, for example,
which were reported to be almost complete for subm‘sston nearlg a year ago, have
not yet been recexved and the same sort of de]ay has occurred’ in regard to seveial
other large prq;ects whxch were allowed to be begun in anticipation of estimates.
3. The Governor-General in Council is deeply sensible of the importance of
: &nymg out | these important works to’ completlon as quickly'as possible, and of
the grave -thcanvemenee wblch would athnd even a partial mspenno(s of under-
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