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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmmt
29th June 1369.

No. 650. Read the following letter from the Consulting Engineer for Rails Ways,
to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Mudm.\,
3rd June 1869, No. 179 :—

Wirn reference to G. O., No. 1,098, of 5th April 1869, I have the honour to

submit letters® from the Agents of the

45 Agent, Madras Railway Cor : L
Frou t'l)xe Agent, Madras Railway Company, ~ Mudras and Great Southern of India
No. 205, 27th April 1869. : S :
Do Great Southern of India Railway, No. Railways, containing reports from their
205 9. : ; 1 ;
St R peil 190 respective Locomotive Superintendents

No. 3, (1.) 1 2vh May 1869. ; s : s ;
on the subject of testing engine boilers.

2. Both the Locomotive Superintendents consider that the force-pump is
useful as an auxiliary test ; but Mr. Sheward has objections to dismantling an engine,
which are not held by the Superintendents of the Madras Railway or the Bombay
lines. His system appears to be to examine an engine only when it happens
to be brought to the shops for repair, or when it is u:n.uwn';z‘.)l\ reported on by the
Driver. On the Madras Railway,although engines arenot all pericdically examined,
one of each class of engine is oceasionally overhauled, the tubes removed, &(:.
This is taken as a guide as to the state of the bilers of the other engines working
on the same division of the line. * I consider that the precautions taken by the L
motive Superintendent of the Madras Railway are sufficient, but I cannot say that
I hold the same opinion regardirg the Great Southern. I observe that the Agent
of the latter line, in a recent letter to his Board, has requested that Mr. Bruee’s

opinions be taken on the matter, and 1 recommend that his instructions to the
Locomotive Superintendent be waited for before further steps are tzﬁ\

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for

Railways, dated Madras, 27th April 1869, No. 208

In accordance with the request contained in your lettcr of the 10th insiant, No. 144, arising
out of Order of Government, No. 1,098, dated the 5th instant, on the subject of the practice in
force upon this Railway f'or testing locomotive boilers, I have the honour to submit copy of a

report* from the Acting Locomotive Superinten-

# No. 76, dated 23rd April 1869 l T et & 5 1_0“ o IpSposon

dent, furnishing explanation with regard to this
important question.

2. Upon receipt of your letter, I had a conference with Mr, Collinson, who explained the
various examinations which our locomotives undergo witha view to ascertain their actual condi-
tion and their fitness for work ; and from the precautionary measures which are now in force upon
this Railway to prevent accident, I am of opinion that no more efficient tost can ba introduced.

From the Acting Locomotive Superintendent, to the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway
Company, dated Perambore Works, 23rd April 1869, No. 76.

Wirn reference to the Consulting i-In(riucer's letter, No. 141 of the 10th instant, regarding the

practice of testing locomotive boilers on thisline, I bez to offer the following observatio

08 i—

Paragraph I.—The practice now in force on this line has been .dependent not on a certain
number of miles run, but on the work done by each engine, the quality of the water used, and
other circumstances connected with the running of our locomotives, which have rendered it r,leces-
gary for the boilers to be examined.

r
Jhe first examination of our boilers has been on an average after six years' use, and the second
examination on an average of three years, when they have had nearly new boilers aud Gire boxes
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