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Proceedings of the Madias Government, Public Worlks Depar tment
17¢h May 1869. ’

Read the following letter from the Officer 1n charge of Public Works
Operations in the Wynaad, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works

Department, dated Luckadie, 8th May 1869, No 81 —

Ix continuation of my letter, No. 73, dated 5th 1instant, I have the honour
to report that sickness remains unabated at Luckadie, and, although amongst the
... —men there do not appear any cases hikely, 1f attended to, to be fatal, it is not the
same with their families  chuldren are now being daily carried off, and I am told
that theie 13 not one single woman or c¢hild 1n the Sapper Lines that has not been
attacked Naturally this hag a most dispiriting effect, and the men seem cowed
under the visitation. The majority, moreover, of them who have been suffering
from fever, are so weahened that even after convalescence they will be of very
Iittle use, and be predl.sposcd to a recurrence of simila attachs I hope, there-
forc, that no time will be lost in removing the Company Indeed, had 1 any
authority mn the matter, I would take the responsibility on myself to march them
off without waiting for orders so rapidly 1s the state of things becoming worse.

No 398

2 I may here mention a very great inconvenience, which 1s also attended
with much suffering to the sick, that might bo avoided At this moment theie are
soveral men who have been 1eccommended for sick leave, and for whom the sooner
change’of air 15 obtained the better, but they are obhiged to wait until Railway
Passcs can be procured from the Brigade-Major at Cannanore In one case n
which the Sapper Officer acted on his own responsibility, and allowed a man to

— —. go at nnce, T undarstand he has been obliged to pay the Railway fare out of his
own pocket. The delay caused by the above, as I said before, entails much avoid-
able suffering, and might make all the difference between Iife and death.

3 The seventy, or rather I might say the umiversality of the disease this

year, 1s diflicult to account for, for, although 1t 15 as usual rather prevalent through.

- out Wynaad, 1t docs not appear elsewhere to be anything like so much n excess of
former seasons as 1t is here The March and Apnl 1ains have been rather lighter
{han usual at Luckadie and 1ts neighbourhood, and the weather hias been 1ather
warmer, but the same state of things exists everywhere, whereasit 1son a line
extending some twenty-six miles inland from the head of the Tambracherry Ghaut,
with abreadth of pathaps nearly the sano, that this unusuil amount of fever 1s found
Generally, new felling of forest 1s attended with sickness in1ts neighbourhood , but
very littlo of that has this year been done, and altogether there is an absence of
any apparent cause  The aggravated sickness amongst the Sappers is perhaps a
good deal owing to the fact that both the B and K. Companies had suffered before
- they came to Luchadie; and though this was the second season in Wynaad for the
former, the men had always been rather sickly. I must say, however that had the
medical care of the detachment been entrusted to more competent hands, the
extraordmary severity of the sickness, I am positive, would have been 1n a very great
measure prevented I take this opportumity of mentioning that the ITospital Assist
ant, who has"‘late]y been attached to the Public Works Department, accompanied
the B. Company to Bangalore, and in such a state of health that I do not suppose
he will return I hope, therefore, that when the K. Company 1s removed, 1t will be
borne 1n mind that some medical subordinate will be required to remain at Lucka.

die for the benefit of those whose duty compels them to remain at the place.
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