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: Proceedmgs of the Jl[adras' Government Pubhc V. rl:s Department, .
S 18tk January 1Beg. .

.

No. 30;.. Read the followmg letter from the Consulting Lngmeep for Rallways, s
~ to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department dated Madras,' e
‘ > . 18th December 1868, No. 454 1— j EE RN
‘ - I have the honor to submxt fox-
:;‘ * No. 2, 837 da,ted 16th December 1868, with. the orders ofGovernment aletter*from
i Accxdent Report attached. . the Agent of the . Great Southern o |
Indxa Rallway, reporting the partlculars of an accldent to a ballast tram on the - -
| " 13th instant. ‘ / S R
. 2, From Mr. Betts Ietter it scems clear that the accident occurred durmg
" the passage of the train over faciug pomta and arose from the Pointsman baving .
become confused, and having reversed the points before the whole train had passed
over them. It seems also beyond doubt that the train was being (driven pver the
- facing points at a speed much grcatcr than what is prescnbed L L
: 8. The results of the accident were, that two vehicles were thrown oﬁ' the RIS

ot
*

R Lo

ralls and that three persons were 1nore or luas injured. - "+ > .

4. Mr. Betts states that the Pointsman has been suspended and mquues 'j S
whether it is the wish of Gov ernment tha,t he should be prosecuted. = .. o

1 5. From whatever cause it arose, ‘there can be no doubt that the reversal ‘of o ':‘, O
pomts during the passage of a train is one of the most senous accidents which can-- = . I

.‘ occur on a Railway,and ono that nnght have been attendcd by most dxbastrous results, -

6. Inthe interests of the pubhc, 1 think it nght that the circumstances under
" which such an accident occurred should be fully 1nvebt1"at0d in a Criminal Court,’
! _and I thercfore recommend that the Agent be requested to prosecute bOth the -
. Driver and the Pointsman under Section 26 of the Rallway ACt Ot 18"* reportmg
the result for the mformgtmn of Gowernment. . .

pNE Y

1

- I‘rom the Acent of the Great Southcrn of India Raﬂway, to the Consultm" EPgmeer fo,valwa) : ‘ o S
dated Nerrapatam 16th December 1868, No. 2,857. M o R,

1. In contxﬁuatxon of my telefrra.m of the 14th mstant 1 have to rcport for the mi‘ormatm'l N

. .of Government, that a break-van and an empty open tr“‘k attached to a ballast train, worl\mg be- .o

! twéen Trichinopoly and Teeroovembme left. the line on the 13th instant, near t.he ‘ballast Sldm"’ RS
pomts on the §0th mile. , Co ‘ ‘ e -
C 2. It appears the ba,llast engine was running up a trmn Of emphes from TT“}“UODOIY stafmn o
on the afternoon of Saturday last, and that the Pointsman, mistaking a signal from the Guard, turned .
" a portion of the train into the siding, the Guaxd noticing the error, called out to the Pointsman,
who thereby being flurried reversed hls pomts and sent the other portxon of the bral ain on to the ‘
*main line. R : ‘ : ’ o
3. The result was that the van and a trucl\ were thrown off the rails and (the couplm~ chaing . :
r P -t
not breaking) they were dragged off the rails for a distance of about twenty yards. lhe Native Guard T

i and a Contractor’ 's Cooly were shghﬂy 1n3ured and the Greaseman had lns ankle Jomt fractured R - g
‘4. The Gumd explains that as the train approached the pomts he saw the Pointsiman running - I

to his post, and as the tram was going fast, ho mononed Lis arm fur the Pomt%man o keep clear‘~ LY ,
of the line ; this motlon the Pointsman took as a signal for turning the train mtq the siding.” © Lo

v b The Locomohve Qupeuntendent has inquired into the statement rclative to the speed of . | ,
the train, and reports that he has taken off the Driver from the charge of an engine, and }hued kim B e
L ‘as a Fireman for exceeding the regulated specd of four miles an hour over facing- po:nts he states
the speed to ha\c bean nLout ten miles an hour. s ‘ SRR s o

Wt 0

s
i
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public YWorks Department,
18¢h January 1869.

6. The siding in question is under the charge of the Engineering department, and the Resi-
dent Engineer telegraphs he has suspended the Pointsman, but that he wishes to see me before
taking farther action. As the accident was caused entirely through a misapprehension on the part
of the Pointsman of the signal given him, L wish to know if Government desire him to be prosecuted.

7. 1 have requested the Resident Engineer to remove these points, and diszontinue the use of
the siding, as I think the Engineering department can now dispense with the accommodation.

8. The damage to rolling stock and to permanent way was very slight. Only sixteen iron
chairs were broken, and the cost of repairs to stock is estimated at Rupees 50.

9. The usual tabular accident report is attached,

GRIAT SOUTIIERN OF INDIA RAILWAY.
Accident Report.

Beport-
. Railway | Month and . e pr(i;?:ts?«;yt ) P
District, | date of ac- . s Tature of assis- |Ocoupation. : ]
Colleotorate Sectioxll‘,wm;d e, ature of the accident. tance afforded. p be given, ant‘il; gn.
ile, . .
) mile |
1
Trichino- | Distri 3th |A break van and an open | The Guard wa.s[ Guard, . Yes.
poly. . S;zttri':)(::l?’ D co. 13th truck forming part of abal- | conveyed tohis Greasemim,
Mile 80 : Iast trainleft the railsatthe | own quarters. and Cooly.
o 80th mile points, inconse- The Gresseman
quence of the Pointsman re- | and the Cooly
versing the points during | are in the Civl
the passage of the train. | Dispensary.
The Guard and s Contrac. {
tor’s Cooly were slightly .
injurod, and the Greaseman
had his ankle joints frac.
tured.
NEcaparay, (Signed) - W. S. BETTS,

— December 1868, Agent.

OrDER THEREON, 18th January 1869, No. 151.

Concurrmv with the Consultmo
Engineer for Railways in consuiermg

- No. 306.

RAILWAY, No. 25,

that the circumstances connected with

the accxdent reported in this letter should be fully enquired into in a Cr1m1na1

Court, the Government are of opinion that the Driver and Pointsman concerned~_

should be prosecuted under Section 26 of Act XVIIIL of 1854,
(True Extract,)

Colonel, R, E.,
Segretary to Government,

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. S. T, Augusﬁin.
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