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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' . 12¢th AMarch 1868.

N

No. 174.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Rovenue, dated 25th
_February 1868, No. 1,371,
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Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Nollore, to the Secretary to
the Board of Revonue, dated 5th February 1868, No. 200 :—

1. T have the honor to forward, herowith, copy of a letter from the Superin:
tending Engincer, 2ud Division, with rcference to the grants available for works
on which suffcrers from scarcity in this district could convenicntly be employed.
Coloncl Winscom states that Rupees 81,000 only are available for works in the
neighbourhood of tho tracts, where scarcity, if there is any, is most likely to prevail,
and Lo shews that, at Rupees 5 8 month for cach laborer, this would only support

1,800 men for nino mouths, whereas he considers, that if we are to bo ready to
meet & fumine, we ought to be prepared to support 15,000 persons at least for the
samo period, for which an allotment of Rupoes 6,75,000 would ber necessary. It
will be remembered that, in tho Bellary famino of 1834, as many as 81,000 and
97,000 persons were employced at one time on charity roads, and sixteen lacs of

I Rupees were expended in this manner.
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2. I am glad to say that I do not anticipate, at present, anything likea famnine

iu the Nelloro District.  Tho want of water is most severely felt in the Western
Talovks. If the dry crops, on which the great bulk of the people depend, should
jrerish to any large extent, there will, doubtless, be a prevalence of high prices for
somo time, and as the poorer classcs will also be thrown out of employment, in the
abscnce of harvesting and other agricultural operations, it is desirablo, however,
that we should be in a position tg open relicf works to assist them in tiding over o
period of temporary difliculty.  As Colonel Winscom points out, it is better to begin
to spend money carly on re-productive works, than to defor opcrations till the
moncy has to bo lavishly poured forth, simply in feeding the distressed poor. The
question of providing funds in time to mcot an cmergency like this, should it occur,
is one, therefore, which demands present cousideration, but it is one with which
Goveroment will have to dcal considoring the relative wants and claims of all the
several districts which are at presont threatened.  Should no necessity hercafter
arise, tho moncy will not be expoended, but if possible it ought to be made available,
and sanction given temporarily to employ any number of peoplo at once who may
bo driven to seck work on the roads.
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3. I propoke, in communication with the Department of Public Works, to
publish, from time to time, how many luborers are required upon the different :
: worke, which have becn sanctioned in the district, According to the number of *
applicents we hall then be able to gauge the actual condition of the people, and
gr,a_dunily fcel our way to start new works, as the demand for cmployment °
facreasce,
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Proceeding: of the Madra,s Gocerumcr;l, Revenue Department, J ’
12¢h March 1868,
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'.°ﬂ the Snpennlendmg Enginecr, 2nd Division, to the Acting Collector of N cllore, dated 3rd
February 1868, No. 125.

f\ni::b:o:r(lll:m‘ are the grants in the Budget of 1868-69, fur works on which suffcrers from
Coaveniently (as regurds proximity to the famine.stricken localities) employed : —
4 us.

Neuonw&) ” . aes oo .ee vee o 3,500
erm . 8,000

Manubroly ¢o Podalakur cor . 1,500

Portion of ant for road from Madras to Cuttack (30,000 Rupces)
for Calinganad; bridge, say vee 15,000

Road from Sungum to Kaligiri ...
Dornal road o Oodiayiri

lwprovements to Sarvapallj jec r 'onlm 75,000
R 1alli project port T
Chennur Tanks, @y J » (portions) - ;3’.0:)0

ki"‘ ﬁ)f "o]'. m°ntb. at Tohl... 98,000

2. If we supposo that 81 iudie;
oficial year, (during which ¢ +000 Rupees cag Judiciously be spent in the firat Bine monthe of the

ot cach of thoss nine tl:mo wan.t islikely to be most felt,) there will be 9,000 Rupees availuble
m°°:l s, "‘fl if 5 Rupecs Per racasem be taken as the ncedful earuings of
c:;::u elu: will suffice in famine time,) only 1,800 men can bo provided for.
 fumisheg eommuni.z o » that the prescat grants are far from likely to meet the wants of the
3. What . .

to a5, but judmi‘:b;u may resort to the Public Works Department for employment it is dificalt
* give work ta “l;c‘:‘ ?l;motho accounts of furmer faminos, I think we ougkt to be in o position to
the next nine months 'UO:’O P:"p:; t°’-_ in ‘;‘h" words, Lo spond 75,000 Bupees per wensem for

" S. » 81 allotmeng o Rupeos 6,75,000 .
lishment for conducting ndvmugcoualy such an expenditu:e. should be eratliblo, tod o eatad-

4. nu 8
careful consis:er:ti:;mz::’ l::::k c; a8 already provided as sbove shewn, and I would now, after
thus— ' » VMeceasars, & further graut of 5,94,000 may be expandod ;

Gudur and Vch‘n.hgiri road.... ... . ’;:).oo. _Aﬂb.rding employ to
Nelloro and Somaisweram road I People per mouth,

' . e 40,0000
Nellore road to Cuddapah by the Dorna] Pass.., 45 00v® 1000 "
’ »

Road from Polalakur to Manubroly, ., e 10,000 5 "
Do. from Oodiagiri to Kaligiri .., 10.0600 o "
Do. from Rapur to Venkatagiri ... 6.000 ' o "

Tho Sarsapalli project... _ v 1,00,0006 o ;(1,3 "

sl-.:tern Cou.t (:and e -s 1,20 0000 2.000 *

gm pmJ“ (XX} L XX} L XY ) 2 ' "
 Minor roads | roee o0 "

10,000e 225
4.000 110

594,000 13,155 }
. Additional ., 1,800 already provided for in
the Budget of 1848.Gy.

Minor Irrigation Worls

. 5. El'bo estimatcs for all the works marked with an asterisk aro ready. That for the Saogaa
pro;ecl.nll be ready about June next, and if the arrangemcent of the hcad-works ncar Sangam is
dot.cmmed on by Colonels Strachey and Anderson +whom 1 daily expect here, the work as a faniine

about thirteen lacs, and as the exoavation and earth work will be i
irtoe: X avat - vory great, and it is not fur f,
the O'odmcxn aod Rapur talooks, it will be 8 very convenient work fur the purposo. ° e

’ .

.
3.
.

»

Proceedings of the Madras Government. Revenue Department,
12th March 18638, - -
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6. You will note I have only allowed 4,000® Rupees for minor irrigation works, such as

' repairs of taoks, &e. My reason far so doing

dditional to (ke neal repeirs ullowed for in the Budgst. ;o b wquse such vast works being in progress, it

be quite impossible for this department to efficiently supervise petty scatlered works. The

chance we bave of preventiug wasteful expenditure will be by centralizing works as mtxch as
sible. :

7. Of course if necessity enforces the execution of the works as suggested, suitable establish-
te for their supervision must be provided. The Sarvapalli project, the Eastern Coast Canal, and
Sangam project will require cach onc Eogincer Officor of exporicnco to work under the Range
€cers; whilst three or four smart Officers from tho Staff Corps (if possible men who have been
} crly employed in tho Dcpartment of Publio Works) will be required for superintending the
&:siro road works. This is imperative, as an expericnced subordinate staff of Supervisora,
y rsccrs, &c., is not obtainable at prescat even for the current Public Works, and they will bave
work under great disadvantages. .

X. Should Government sanction this proposed expenditure before the end of March, it may
"expected that a very largo amount of money, which otherwise probably will be expended in
ding the famished poor, will be advantageously employed in giving them re-productive lalwr
%re their vital energies are 8o exhausted, that work will be impossible to them.

1. Submitted for the information of Government.
2. The Board are disposed to concur with the Collector. The expericace of

scarcity of 1866 shews that it is rarely necessary to provide lubor, beyond the

n this may not be necessary fur Nellore. |
3. Several of the works named by the Superintending Engineer, arc, bowerver,

tents for them, in the Budget of 1863-69, r;my not with advantage be increased.
h grants, however, as Colonel_ Winscomn proposea are quite beyond the means of
Road Fund, and if, unfortunately, it should prove nccessary to push on the

8 to prevent distress, which, however, the Board _do not anticipate will be the
3, the Board will bo compelled to apply to Government for a special grant of

ds.
175. . Orber THEREON, 12th March 1868, No. 643.

. The Government observe that in

, Miscellaneous. his letter of the 15th ultiino, written ten

duys later than that now submitted by

}Board, Mr. Boswell feportod that tho demand for labor was sufficient to give
table employnent to as many as were likely to seck it. They trust, therefore,
f such additional allotinents as may bo available from the Road Fund Budget for

8-69 will bo sufficicnt to supply employmont for tho peoplo in Nellore. The
ernment will, however, be ready to sanction special grants if necessary.

(True Extract.) -
~ (Sigoed) . HUDLESTON,

Secrelary to Governmenl.

be Board of Revenue.

S. T. Aogustin,

al demand of s district, for more than, say, 4,000 pcople, but they trust that

gcable to tho Road Fund, aud the Acting Collector should report whether the.
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