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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
18th February 1868,

No. 357,

Approving of the .route recommended by the
Consulting Engineer for the exfension of the
Great Southern of India Railway from Trichi-
nopoly to Madura, vid Caroor and Dindigul,
2nd of the concentration of the Survey parties
accordingly. .

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Public Works Department :— .

(Here enter 14th February 1868, No. 520.)

No. 858. -

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

AOEY

Orpir THEREON, 18th February 1868, No. 450.

Communicated to the Revenue Board.

(Signed) F. BRANDT,
Under Secretary to Governments

To the Board 6f_Revenue, with Procecdings Public Works Depértmexit, No, 520.

»

Exd. S. T. Augustin,
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Proceedmg: of the llladras (zovernment, Pubhc W orhs Department,
144k I'ebruarj }bﬁ.,.; S

* “r ' . . ,:4.

. ‘Read the following papers i— L

No 348 I‘rom the Consultmo' Encrmnor for leways to the Secretary to

Govermnen‘c Public Works Departm“nt dated Hadras, 15th January
1868 No. 21. o . :

1 Referrmrr to the Order of Government under 'date the 20th October Iast
~ No. 3 334, I have the honor to submlt for

* No. 2,481, duted 9 1868
o e th Jmuary or dcxs a letter* received from the Agent

: ot Dated ”th November ]%7 accompanying which is a reportt from

the Chlef Enameer of the Company, upon the comparative merits of the alternative

. ’ routes between Madura and the main
g Dated lOth Januury 1868 line of the Great Southern. A’ letter,,

iE " from Capfam Lmdsay On the same sub_]ect is also submitted.
;‘ .

2. Adverting to the last part of pararrmph 3 of ‘the Order above quoted 1
"“have the honor to state that I have subsequently roceived from the. Collectors of
TanJore, Tuchmopoly, Coimbatore, Madura, and Tmnevellv, and fror the Super-

. intending Engineers of the 7th aud 8th D1vmons, reporte more or less full, upon -

the same subject with expressions of their opinions upon the conqmmtne merits.
of the two lines. The Superintending Engincer of the bth Division alone stated"
" his inability, from‘\want of Lnowledrre, to oﬁ’er an opmlon I xenret that I cannot
s now lay these reports bofore Government, as they are with Captain Lindsay, who
is 35 present engaged in examining the two routes. The balance of opinion is,
; however, decidedly in favor of the route via Caroor and Dindigul, the Collectors '
' Mof Tinnevelly and Tanpro being ina mmorlty of two out of seven in Dreferrmn the

- route ma Trichinopoly.” * : o ‘ \
’ - Mr. Dibblee’s report which is herewith Sllbfmlttpd’ is Stroncrly in favor of -
the Caroor lme and I beg. to support Captain Lindsay’s recommendation that
* both of the survey pqrtles now sanctioned should be employed in making a t1ial
“survey of that route, leavmrr the Trmhmopol) route to be afterwards surveyed if -

thoucrht necessary '

+

3

——

‘ I‘rom the Aaent of the Great Southem of India Railway, to the Con;ultmfr Enomeer for Rallwa)ﬂ

e st =T dated Nevapatam, Oth J:mua,ry 1868, No. 2, 181 ‘ .

: “ ‘.) ] In sendm(r forward to me G.0., No. 1,882, of the 24th June last, ordermg that a cursory °
‘ exam;natxon should in the first mstance, be made of the country along the alternative lines from -
’ e , Caroor and Trichinopoly to Madura, Colonel
- ~ Anderson requested me to furnish him with a
et X e , monthly report of opemtlons, with the route -
followed bv the Dnvmeers 50 descnbed a.s to allow df his tracing it on the Trigonometrical Survey -
‘ sheets Sanction was at the same time accorded for the-employment of the requ:red working
party Colonel Anderson vcrb:dly mformed me that he thouvht the work could be performed at the
rato.ofamxleadmy R .

-

Lotter No 76, 261]1 June

-t

 2.. On the 30: hﬁeptember asting under instructions from my Directors, I, asked you if -

Govcrnment could dispense with this cursory examination, and, wpon the mformatxon in their

possession, at once decide upon the route to be aiopted but Government considered the exami- .

" nation of the country by the Railway Engmeers in every way desnrable. IR

3. 'I at once took steps to push forward the work on e':,ch route sxmult:meously, 50 tbat both
hnes mlght be ﬁmshed at tbo same txme, and Ro delay be mcurred in arrmug at a decxsxon. asl

o

-of the Great Southern of India Railway :
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Proceedings of the Madrus Goverument, Public Works Departments -
SR o 14tk February 1868.. - y .

s - - . ~

expected by the time the examination waS‘compYeted, the returns of existing road trafiic would

4. I learn, however, from Captain Lindsay ‘to-day, that it is not quite clear Governmert
require more than a report from some officer who has ridden over both lines of road.:

Engineer has alrcady done this, and I attach copy of hisremarks. The "Road Traffic Returns,
* which I have received up to date, preponderate so much in favor of the Trichinopoly route, that I

 also be availalle. o

The Chief -

felt desirous of testing the traffic a little furtlier before sending forward the report. The traffic ) .
- gtill continues greater on the Trichinopoly road, and I will forward a tabular statement of this -
and of the traffic on the other road in a day or two to you. In order, however, that Government . '

" may be able to say at once whether they consider the information given in Mr. Dibblee’s report’

_will suffice, and that they wish the working parties which have bean started on both roads to stop ’
 further examination of the country, I shall feel oblized by your laying these papers before them. I

shall be glad to hear that this is 80, a8 it will save delay iu arriving at the desired decision.
Agent of the Great Southers of India Ra,’ilwa.y, dated Trichino-
o ~ poly, 14th November 1867, . . o
1. In continuation of my No. 4,977, I now have the pleasure to forward arepér‘t as the
" pesult of my reconnoissance of the two routes proposcd to be surveyed between our present line and
Madura. o . ‘ : . S

: From the ChiefEngineer, to the

hobed to do, and as was intended when the sanction of Government was applied for and obtained.
I have, therefore, thonght it expedient, under the eircumstances, to g0 over the ground personally
%ty examine the features of the country and form an’ idea of the probable engineering dificultics,
“andalso to collect from the local authorities some infurmation as to the character of the traflic
to bo expocted, witha view to acomparison of the relative advantages of the two alternative routes ?
. and T have now arranged to commence the survey myself, with the assistance of some
whose scrvices are now available pending the release of . the Assistant Engineers from their present
duties, when properly organized parties shall take up the work. S ’

1

“departing from the proximity of the public roud, except in a few pluces ; - the first nine miles

Surveyors '

3. From Trichinopoly to Madura direct, passing the villages of Vualimally (in Puddoo-
cottah) . Thoverameoorchy, - Cottamputty, - and Mailoor. A good line may be obtained withoub-

y~ar

9. The prescnt arrangement -of my staff has provented my wundertaking the survey as1 h}:‘xd ‘

—

" through the Trichinopoly ‘District the eountry ig level, and but little drainage is to be pro- °
vided for, thence the line “will pass for nearly twenty miles through the Puddoocottah territory,

over a country more un ‘
can be obtained withoub much earth-work ; where the road leaves the Puddoocottah territory it

_ runs over & more broken country, a slight detour, however, to the eastward would overcome
" most of the difficulties ; near Thoveramcoorchy, thirty-eight miles from Trichinopoly, it will be.
necessary to cross-the river *¢ Vellaur,”
~ dividing the water-shed of that river and @he“Palaur"which flows in a south-easterly direction ; the

. country is here very rough, |
" will be necessary to obtain favorable gradients. After leaving the village of Cottamputty (3
miles distant from the town of Madura) the whole country is exceedingly flat and level, and

no difficulty is to be ahticip:}tcd beyogdlthat of providing for the drainageinto and from the many

tanks through which the line must pass, the total distance is 81 miles.

dulating with a good many tanks and a few nullahs ; fuvorable gralients .

_a considerable stream, and pass over the summit, ;

and I fear a considerable expenditure in earth and rock excavation

4. From Madura over Dindigul to Caroor the line will pass Sholavandan, Ammianaikanoor, -

and Dindigul to Caroor. The river * Vigay” mustbe passed at some place favorable for the foun-

dation of a bridge, and the direction of the stream
vutty at Carcor. From tbe place where the line would leave the immediate neighbourhood of the

: this river is somewhat larger than the Amra~ .

*Vigay,” untilit arrivesat the summit of water-shed to the strecams running north and south,

which is within seven miles of Dindigul and 31 of Madura, the ground rises gradually and very
regularly, casy gradients may be ol_;tained without much expense in carth-work ;
culverts to provide for the drainage will also be small, a8, the valley is narrow with bills onheither

{

BT = Tl L

— b agd et

the Lridges and ;

——

)

(3

L3

.
J RN S IR SR e

1

3

U "N VIR, U P, N :
o e o e M s Lt e T ol B s AP o i e N

2

\" »
3 ‘
ety oty T A o T e S AN

!

i S
7 :

Py B

Bt S

A DU : : ‘
“<. - .. - Tinnévelly - Districts up to Palghatiand the Madras.Railway. The arecanuts, twhich are

m dry grains, seeds for oil, jaggery, - chillies and spices, arecanuts,’ tobacco, and miscellaneous
" - articlgs of Native and European manufacture. o

_ ‘ 12." The course which thig traffic now takes is in a greater pn‘)por‘tion by the direct road to
'+ Trichinopoly. This I think is to be accounted  for by this road being in a direct line to Madras
" rather than because Trichi\nopo\y is thg destination of the traffie, as thetprincipal articles come
, from or go to Madras, such as cotton, cotton thread, clothes of Native and English manufacture,
and fron. . 0. oo . ot L '
:13. From the above T am induced to belicve that the carriage - of the tirough trafic which
now goes by the“Trichinopon road will be' secured to the Railway as surely by one route as by
’ " the other, and the majority of it, that with Madras, can be carried more directly and cheaply in the
line over Dindigul and Caroor.. .. - R S ' ‘ .
"~ 14, The carriage of rice’ and paddy on the other hand, which in scasons of écarcity at
" Madura is very considerable from the Trichinopoly and Tanjore Districts, might be somewhat better
gerved by the route from Trichinopoly. .. The Madura District, however, except in very dry seasons,
I understand, produces grain enough for ifs own consumption, and if any loss arises from the dis-

” tance being Ltoo great from Tanjore, rice can be largely supplied from the neighbourheod of Caroor.

)

15. The thrbﬁg’n traffic ‘now passing Dindigul and its vicinity goes from the l\)Ia,du'm and

. universally used by the poorer classes of the people, the chillies and spices, and timber for building,

. come from Palghat ; cotton cloth being chiefly sent in return. ~ A 'large number of passengers also
are continually passing on their way from the Western Coast to perform pilgrimages to the temples
of Madura and the holy places of Bamiscram. It is to be doubt\ed whether this traffic would be
easily diverted to adopt the longer route over Trichinopoly. :

R . o )
S e I R A
7 {

N

1

ST L O SRR I . Gy ; N
TN Y Y A (S YR P e :
et o

! {

yé -
| A /s' e .
L IV D A T L . 5 LET
)\‘\”"\ mee ﬁ‘ A - = R /%:*ff:»’*_ TT“’@ﬁﬁtﬂ‘mAww\',Mwwmry ,L)/
S ‘ = -
-fa\’;%?—:ptq-f‘ . . - - . ) 3
N . . P . . C . . [
‘ ) ‘ P o : Y
EEa Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departments 2
R ' N 14¢h February 1868.° \ b o i
" #ide, limiting the area which catches the rain-fall. From the summit to Dindigul a detour to the o ‘\;/
.. west froa the present road will be advantageous., T ) S Do oL
.t 1 "B The summit {highest level to be crossed on the route) is not by any means 8o abrupt nor R
o 18 it in such a rough and broken country as on the other line. ) ‘ - C S
- N e P - W T . . , N ‘ ’ \~ - "‘
r[; a . 6. From Dindigul to Caroor the country along the present road is undulating, without any - >
f " . steep inclinations, sb_thgt aline not at all unfavorable can be found near to the road which I passed o {
£ - through, and I am of opinion that much less ‘expensive work will be necessary - by following a I
E S . course nearer to the centre of the valley leading into the river Amravutty, from the hills near ty s
t ' Dindigul, the total distance is 83 miles. T . L. Y T : s
‘;L : ... 7. .Granite and g~neiss( crop out at the surface generally all along both routes, so that good ’ ’
¥ oo ,Bto'ne for masonry will be procﬁra.ble'within shobrt distances ; kunker lime-stone also appears to bo , ;
E . ...+ present gemerally. - T s 5 . % . [
XT' . 8, In gomparing the two ;’outés from an engineering point of view, Iam inclined to believe = - oot
‘ that the line over Dindigul can be perhaps more cheaply constructed, as regards earth-work and h 7
' masonry, than that between "I‘richinopoly yand Madura ; at the same ’time, in absence of concise data e
for an estii11ate, my examination of the country leads me to the opinion, that on neither route will “3
" the cost exceed that of the Erode Extension, taken as a whole. o . S ' . . .
’ . . ' . .*‘, e L - - o ' ,‘.: - C 4
9.7 Inow propose to ‘conmdexj the relative advantages offered by the alternate lines, as to the wh
~ nature and comparative amount of traffic to be-expected on each. B © : ‘;
. 10. With this view I have made eﬂnquiri‘es of all the ‘Ioé‘ul authorities, and I have obtained "
" some notes and valuable infor:matinn which Mr. Arbuthnott, the Collector of Madura, has kindly
 given me, with regard to the number of inhabitants in the vicinity of the proposed lines, and the -
nature of articles of consumption und export in each district. ~The Sub-Collector of Dindigul has ~
also kindly afforded we much jnformation asto the capabilities of the division under his charge. ”
" 11, The fraﬁié from and t"hrbugh‘Madura towards our present line consist of bassenge;‘é,: 1
.+ cotton, cotton thread, manufactured cloth, hides, jron, timber,. firewood, charcoal, rice and paddy,” e
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: the same time, give anaverag 26 of a little more than ﬁfcv loaded bandies (in one direction) daily, this .
: would appear to show that the traffic from the country in the dlrecmou of Dmdxgu] would compen,

) talook inforras - me that more than an equal amount of- traffic passes through” Kunnevaudy - }

.
il

" of local traffic on the Trlchmopoh’ ‘and Madura line, while' we may re‘wouably assume that the -

'
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l‘:oucu’.n JS of the Jiwdras Governme:u, lublic !Vo;As Depmtmeul
: C T 14.')1 Fef)ruaw/ 1863

Vpes R @ s

;. 16 I ha.ve dediced some statistics of trafﬁcs from the returns of tolls collecte\d at the
; entrances to I‘rnohmopoly by the Dindigul and Madura roads, those at the latter appear to repre-
. sent an average of 100 loaded bandies daily entering (in ‘one direction) the municipal limits, and I

* bhave ascertained by more pasticular returns taken lately for the purpose, that more than balf .
i ' the traﬁic is through, 4. €., from the vcxmty of Madura and be)ond it, thc remamder would there-

fore represent local traﬁir- 3

-t

17.: The retums of Trxchmopoly traﬁc from the toll bar af: the road from Dmdwul taken at

P O

sate for the loss of the local traﬁic on the Ma,dura road

-9

. 18, At Dindigul the tolls of . the Mummpuhty are farmcd 'by a Contractor for a sum of .
Rupees 150 per mensem, this would give an average of forty loaded bandies per day entering the
town without allowmg for the Contractor’s profit. -In addition to this the Tahsildar of the Dindignl

(a village about 10 miles to the westward of Dindigul) ; and returns of- passing bandies taken by |
mysclf at Ammianaikanoor, before the roads divide for Dindigul and Kunnevaudy, prove the cor- -+
¢ yectness of the statement. This represcnts the throuvh traﬁic whxch I suppose cannot be easily .
dlverted from its present ‘channel.” - - - - o }

--19. Frow- these data it w ould appear that the Iocal traffic to be expected on the Dlndwul'
route, added to the through tmﬁ% not to be dwerted frum it, would wry much exceed the amount

hrou'rh tm[ﬁo on the Jalter route will be dxverted to the ocher. . ,
.20, "An arn'ument in favor of the route from Trlchmopoly, w}ueh I have cons1dcred is that
thls being the shortest route from Tanjore Ihsmct to Tutxcorm, the Railway will thereby be better
< enabled to compete with tho carriage by sea of the large qumutxes of grain which are now export—
ei to Ceylon from the porta of Tanjore ; 1 ﬁml however, a commnson of tho relative costs of sea and "
“land carrmrre even by the shortest route, shows that \ery lm,]e ean bo e\cpected in this reipect
. The ordinary charge for freight by .dhoney from Negapatam' ‘to Colomsbo_is now about Rurees 6
Whercas the carriage by rail from T:mJore to Tuticorin, 217 miles, ab: present rates

[

o

per ton.

(1 anna per ton per mlle), equals Rupees 13-0- 0, to “hu,h isto be addod the cost of shxppm'r from

Tutlcorm. . oo DT o
1. I‘rom the populatmn returns “Inch I have seen of the vﬂkwes on both roatcs it appears

. L that’. there are about 100* per cent, m -
* C‘J’ef En"“‘“" letter o, 8 121, of 15th Novomber fants on and in the nerlvhbomhoo?im ’?ha:;:
o e

T 1357- . ; e R 1
S - . 7 western; “than of the eastern line, and more local
- L .o E . 7., trafic may be expected for this reason alone. .

22 Iam mformed that there is a large extent of soil i m the Pulney talock, to the wett of
Dindigul, which is cap'xble of pr oducm«r cotton. | If facilities are offered for importing food for the |
ryota and export,mg the produce of the COttOﬂ‘-gI‘O\A ing country, the cultivation of it would
naturally be materially inereased. Tobaceo also is Iamcly cultiv ated in the Dindigul talook s
all of it is exported, the cultivation will doubtless be mcreased for. the ‘same reason. On the

eastern road I have oot been able to ascertam that any pr oduce is grown for exportation, except ;

PR ¥

oxlseeds“h:\ 7‘.‘»’ A
‘93, - Any advantazes that may arise fx om the proximity to the Cumbum Vallev, which is now
o well cultivate 1 and productive district, and is likely to be so much improved by the great irriga- -
tion project (Perriyar: project) proposed to be c:uued. out on the lnlls at the hcad of it, will be :
gnmed by the western line. - ‘ - :
© 24, In conclusion, I would bneﬂy sum up my arvuments in {“«or of the western route, a.nd
s for recommending its adoption i in preference to that from Tmh.nopoly ‘ o

N
L,' -

my reason ;
- 25, It secures the through trafiic of both routes and the local traffic on the western, locmg

only the Iocal traﬁic now passing by the ea.stern route, this would not be affected by the other.
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» Prrcndmgs of the Madras Government, l’ub(zc Wm ks I)epartment
e o 14¢h Frbruan} 1868

t ~ - ~ -
. -

N

It pas 28 throngha country producmv large qua.ntltxes of cotton and to’ba.cco the  cultivation of
L which ecauses traffic both in exporting the produce and importing food for producers, and it isa-

- '4 traffic likely to be developed more than any other by increased facilities of transport. The traffie

of Madura District being principally with Madras and Palghat, will be better served and more surely .-

developed by the more direct and cheaper transit through the western route. . The rick Cumbum

© part of Tnchmopoly bistrict and a portion of the Puducottah territory. If the eastern route ia

v adopted it will be necessary to build a long and expensive bandy road, to - connect the Dindigul and
- neighbouring districts with the Railway system ; this expense would be avoided by adopting the -
western line, only a few feeders being reqmred the roat as now built from Tnchmopoly to Madura ‘

being amply sufficient for local purposes in that part of the country, .

and if the Government do not feel that there are sufficient gronnds for adoptm g itin preference
to the other, the survey of second route can be subscquently undertaken. .

H - . - ‘ L —

P From thn Acting Deputy Consulting Fn, gineer for Raxlways to. the Consu.tm'r Enomeer for

r S U liallwa)s dated Trichinopoly, 10th January 1368. ...

1. T have the honor to state that I find thata * cur SUry cxamination” of the land between
Trichinopoly and Madura, and Caroor and Madura, such as was orderedin G. O, No. 1,882 of 24th
June 1867, and again in G. O. of 25th October, was carried out and a repoxt forwarded to the
Agent by the Chief Engineer on 13th Novembcr 1867, . .

SR
-, thefile of cor respondence I brought with me, b
" e that he had not sent you the report,”as he was waiting

¢ ' have only just been re cived, I considert
" . now sanctioned un the Caroor and Madura route (Mr, Dibblee’s Report being strongly i in favor

. of this linej, and afterwards to commence the trial survey of the Trichinopoly and Madura route if
ary, This arrange-nent can make no difference in the time "of completion

lt is considered neces
Rnpees 3,747. the probable cost of the Tnch;nopdy

of both surveys and may save the Company
Survey .
“If you concur in ‘this, I would

Survey partles on the Caroor line. C!

Trom the
. Gmemment, Y
< & 1868, No. 23. f

.+ .1, Ihave the honor, W1th reference to my letter of the 15th mstant \Io. 21,
o " 'to submit for the consideration of
* No. 2,184, dated 13th January 1868

from the. Avent of the Great. Southern of India Railway, on the
between Madura and the main line. With this

-~ No. 319,
ublic Works Departmeut dated Madras, “Oth January

» bds'reached me
. . subject of the alternative routes
letter Mr. Betts submits abstracts
‘along the two routes; and after draw ing a comparison between the respective
" figures, states his opinion that the eastern route would be the best to take, both for

- the country and for the Railway (.,ompany He then cites several arguments in

o support of that opinion, and solicits an ea
" to the route to be adopted, montmnmo- that his Directors are most desirous to take

- . active steps towards commencing the southem extension,
would be a most favorable time to raisc in the o glish market the necessa.ry capxtal

; N - ,,.,x,~\~44,,,

~

%

- 26. . Molding these views, I propose first to commence the survey from Caroor to Madura,; ;

1 t‘mnght at first that by some mxstake the Chief Engineer's Xetter had been omxtted from .
at, when at Negapatam yesterday, Mr. Betts informed °,
for- somé Btatistics of triffic’ which

nat 1t would be better to employ both the Survey parties’

sugcest your sendm'r orders for the coacentratxon of the

Government ' a second letter® which |

rly decision on the part of Government as

and that the present '

, P e
i
Rl - T VY S
¢

o
2T R eyt

. and Pulney valleys are brought within easy cowmunication with seaports, rather than the poorest _ -

Con%ultmcr Engineer for Rnlwavs, to the Socretary to -

of traffic returns which have been lately taken -
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L V- Proceedzngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 1414 I’ebmary 1868. ‘ ,

2. The traffic abstracts submltted by the Agent go to show that the wheeled

_traffic along the western, or Caroor route, amounts at ‘present to hardly the half of

what passes along the eastern, or Trichinopoly route. . The comparison is, however,

hardly a fair one; for while there is a good road between Madura and Trichinopoly,

along the greater part of the western line there is nothmg deservmg the name. It

will also be observed that the whole traffic from the Salem District has been

, exclude

-~ a glance at the map will show that, while the Salem traffic would naturally prefer the

Caroor route, the greater part of the Trxchmopoly traffic might with equal justice

be excluded from the comparison ; for, while it would naturally take the Trichino-

poly route, there can be little doubt, but th'zt it' also would be attracted to the
Railway, whether that were ta.Len from Caroor or from Trwhmopo]v.

| ‘ 3. Besides ‘the. Salem trafﬂc,

* Paragraph . " Mr. Bétts also states® his opinion that

tlxe Cmmbatore traﬁ'lc would travel by Tnclunopoly as readily as by Caroor, but
that the greater portion ‘of the Tanjore trade would be lost to the Railway if taken
by the latter town. The map, however, seems to’ show ‘clearly that it would be as
difficult to induce the Coimbatore iraffic to go b) Trichinopoly, as to induce the
Tanjore traffic to go by
whon I have had frequent communica
* nopoly . be the’ starting pomt of the extension,
. between his district and the south ‘will be a.ttracted to the Rznlway

4. In paravraph 6 of his letter, Mr. Betts remarks that the eastern route Would
not only cost less in construction, owing to a shorter carriage of permanent-way
'materials, but, from the same cause, the after-working expenses would be less. I
" do not think that great weight should be allowed to this argument. The Chief
Engineer has reported that so far as he can now form an -estimate, the cust of the-

" two lines will be as nearly equal as posmble and it s
r case a large part of the perma.nent-way material, fuel, &ec., will Le landed

whence the cost for. carnao’e Wlll be the same wluchever line 13

tion on the subject, assures me that if Trichi-
little or none of the large trade

+

- in eithe
at Tuticorin,

‘chosen,
o 5. In paragraph 11 of his letter, Mr. Betts alludes to the fact of the p()pulatlon

a]ono- the western route being greater than thatalong the eastern route, and thofigh
“he does not seem ‘to attach much importance to it, I have no hesitation in saying
that the denstty of the population in any district is in most cases a far surer guide
in estimating the prol)able prospects of an Indian Railway than any return of the

tual traffic. Thls prmclp
ac - in their Resolution,* dated the 3rd

L e Vzde G.0., 8th J:muary 1868, No. lil. © Docember last, No, 1,050 R, -
f 6 In a questlon like the present, grea

‘ the opinions of Revenue Officer

and who have studied
{nstance opinions in favor o
Collectors of Madura, Messrs. Levi
- Tmhmopoly, Messrs., Pochin and Agnew,

£ the Caroor route have

P A S BV RE RS O VR ‘/‘/’ i) l'\ -

- \\.
. LN A
-

L AEELERN
Ry NN,

b

N

o

T e i e ek
A 4 - el 2k -,
~ N A N e,

d, on the ground thatit would probably follow whichever line is made; but

‘|,__.M‘A‘
T Ay e v

-,

.
PR SN

Ay

Caroor; and Mr. Grant, the Collector of Coimbatore, with

A rmeem o e e

N

hould be borne in mind that -
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le was lately laid down by the Government of India’

£ wewht should, I think, be allowed to' :
s who have long resxded in the districts eonccrned, |
the tendencxes of the chief currents of trade. In’ this
been . placed on record by twa’
nge and Arbuthnott, by two Collectors of
by Mr. Grant the Collector of Counba-;
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Proceedmn'a qf t/ze A{ adras Government, Publzc Works l)epartment
14¢h February 1868 St ;
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tore, and by Mr. lever the late Collector of Tmnevelly Messrs Morrxs and .
Puckle, the present Collectors of TanJore and’ Tmnevelly, are,so far as I know,

“the only” gentlemen who have recorded then‘ opmlons in favor of the Trlcluno-
" poly route. . . . : « :

T I regret much that I cannot at present lav before Government the letters ;
in wluch these opinions are embodied.. Captam Lmdsay is now employed in
examining the two lines ; and as I had no reason to think that the question would

jg comeup lmmedlately 3 1 allowed him to take the papers with him for reference. - 3

8. In spite of what is urged by the Agent in his letter, now forwarded T must
adhere to the recommendation made in my previous - letter, viz., that both of the .’
- survey parties now sanctioned should be emploved in makinga trlal survey of the '
Caroor lie, leavmv the eastern line to be afterwards surveyed, if thought mecessary. - E

,s
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From the A gent to tlxe Great Southem of Tndia Raxlw'xy, to the Consultmg Enomeer l'or lewaya
n C d“'f'ed “eg'tpatam, 13th January 186K, No. 2,484, :

I have the honor to attach hereto statements showing the result of ghé road traffia returna 1
_on the ea=t0rn and Western routes.  The former representing the traffic passing through or between
Tnchmopoly ‘and Madura, and the latcer traffic between Caroor and Madura and places west thereof.

2. The Collector of Madura having furnished the road trafic-takers with written ‘authority
to obtam the reqmred information, I statxoned three "parties on the - roads—one at Dmdlgul

- another at Cottamputty, and the third at Madura the last named at a pnmt which commanded
the traffic entering to and paszing from Madura and Perxacolum, Pulney, &e.: PR -

3. The result ghows (after’ excludmg traffie from the Salein District) on the” eastern or
Tr:chmopoly route a ‘daily average of 143 loaded goods handxes and on the . western or Caroo;-

&

WA

A

i

¢
ch
1

3

“‘l route a daily average of 67 loaded goods bandies. ., = ' 7 . LET . .

4. On the western route, the principal 1tems of traffic are salt (equal to40 per -cent.), Jag-
gery and grain, upwards or to the north ; and on the down or southward journey, pnddy aud rice
(equal to 32 per cent. ), fruit and vegetables, grain, salt, and tobacco. :

5. On the eastern route the upward traffic prmclpally consists of jaggery (equal to 41 pgr
cent ), salt, tamarmd and grain. The chief items of the downward traffic being paddy and rice
- (equal to 83 per cent.), oil, charcoal, se eds, betel, tamarind, and timber -

6. Looking at this result, I am inclined to endorse the opinion of the Collectors of Tanjore l
and Tmnevelly, that the eastern route would be the “best to take both for the country and for the §
" Railway Company. . Sir Charles Trevelyan also preferred this route after personally inspecting .
the district. The Chief Engineer reports, that so far as engineering questxons are concerned, ';
'the ‘eost of constructmg either route would be about the same, and under the mileage expenditure - ‘
g upon the ' Erode extension. The eastern " route would bave the advantago of being two mileg .
¢ ghorter ; of costing £ lUO per mile less in the camace of permanent-way macerials, ‘and after it ‘
"' was made, of costing ‘less in locomotive workmg expenses If the hne is taken from Caroor all
* (excepting trifling) repairs of rolling stoclx would necessnate an extra haulage of the vehicles of
" 46 miles, and fuel would be Rupees 3 per ton dearer to cover dehvery at that station.

: ». 1 am of opinion that the Salem "and Coimbatore traffic would travel by the Trxchmopoly
. ag read:ly as by the Caroor route, but that wo should. lose the greater portion of the Tarjore |
t district traffic if it had to be camed via Caroor. The importance of giving a cheap access to the ‘
1 abundant rice fields of Tanjore is an important point for the welfare of the Southern District. I. !
. entice xpate too that the eastern route would develope & large trade fuom Negapatam in timber and 5
. arecanuts. With the junction at Caroor we could get both these items of traffis from the Western
. Coast, but instead of utilizing 82 miles of " the exutmv l.ne, wo should then only obtain toll for |
) 41 miles, Erode to Caroor. . © 4
.- 8. In the traffic returns for the western route, I have mcluded the Penacolum and Madura
' traﬁic, but I quesnon ;f any porhon of that trafic would come upon tha lme Supposmo it wag’ '
i . il
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- a decision could be safely arrived at.
. along a road, daily, is no safe gnide to take in judging of the amount of traffic likely to fall
We require to know the places from and to which the bandies are travelling. -

- Many bandies are engaged for distances of 6, 8 or 10 miles only, and this traffic would mever
*  come upon the railway.

twelve miles, and when goo(k }m\e to be carted three or four miles to reach a station, and after - .
& conveyance by railway have again to take to the road for two or three miles to reach the con-

- upon a railway. .
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Procee(lmrn of the
pr Ty 141h Febr uary 1868. - - .
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: ta,kcu via Dmdxgul expenence has proved how dxﬁicult it is to mduce merchants to translnp thexr ; B
.. goods for short ‘distances, and Mr. Grant in his report fombly ca.lls attenhon to this point in the o

case of the Madras Raxlway at Palghat, &e.
.9, " The copies of the reports wluch you sent me do not any
" Tha number of bandies passing through a toll gate, or

You are aware that our rule is not to charge for a less distance than

signee, it is not to be- expccted that traﬂic for distances of less than 16 miles will leave the
road.

10,

“Ceylon rice trade is concerned. At such times trade between Tuticorin and Colombo is carried

on without hindrauce, and we mmht secure a large through carriago by quoting a cheap rate; the

" less mileage wo should ha,ve to carry the produce, the :heaper would be the rate.

11. - Returns furnished by the Collector of Madura show that the populahon within five miles
on either side the western road excccds that on the e’mtern road so far as the Madura District is
concerned.” I Liave not yet scen th- returns for the Coimhatore and Trichinopoly Districts. I do
not think we should lose much ** long™ traffic by going away from this ; short distance travellers prefer

walking by road as the numbcr of passenger trains are so few.
three pice per mlle, for iustance, we carried only one or two passengers daily between Negapatam
and Sickle, and between Tnv:dore and Kulikerry, &e., and yet the l\egapatam talook hasa grcater
populatxon to ibe squnre-mﬂe than any other in the district. o
12, Will you please lay thess papers before Government and solicit a decision upon the

* route to be adopted. To continue takmg an account of the road trafic would not, I think, show

any different result ; sv fdl‘ as I can learn the number of bandies passing along the eastern road

Bladra.? Government, Pubhc W m'Ls Department, _‘

of them contam data upon which

, In the traffic returns I have seut you, aIl bandxes travellmg a less dlStance tha.n 16
-~ miles have been excluded C o ' .
During a pomon of the year the Tangore ports are 'pl'&cty‘any c!oqed a0 far as'the

RSN
v

'

i

'

When our lowest class fare was at -

this year does not amount to the number which travelled lust year, as then the grain crops had .

failed. It may be that this season also is to some extent a poor onc in the southern ports of the

" Presidency, but this fact would affect both routes, as padd) and rxce is the " principal xtem of

. down traffic on each roall. Lo - . :
13. Two other points remain for c'msuieratxon, that alluded to in Mr. Puckle's.report

relative to placing Trichinopoly in direct communication” with the south, and thereby saving the .

cost of the Military depit at alameottah, aud the other, the probability hercafter of a coast line
-eutting through T rxchmo;&;iy to the south in the event of tho western route being adopted.

14, My Directors are most desivous to take active sters towards commencing the soutBern
section, and the present would be a most f.zvorable time to raise in the Enf'hah market the capital
reqmred for constructm" the lme

e T e e . - Western route. ’
. S Aver:vre number of loaded Goods Bandics per da)'
] Between Madura aud l’alvrhat and Coimbatore ... e - 345 .
~ i Dlndl"ul gETh NERL ove e coe P ... . 10'22
DUPANEY e e e 0.6,
” ; Periacolum - Lo . ... ' e g0
- Placesin Madura Dzatncthavm" over “sixtecn mxles c.imarrc. 16-72
‘Between Caroor and Dxudngul- T § * oL - -
R - Northwards - wo - .. 7., e e 202 )
A Southnards " O 1 ‘
’ Y b ) \ i - o G 42
, - Detween Tnclunopoly and Dmdwul—-- o o
. Northwards . ver et ' ame . ees e 442 *
‘ S\)uthwards ) e ees | aed ‘”.o. .os s " 804 “
N - , - . . Ce—— 1246
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Proceedmns oj the Mad: as Government,. Public H or/fs 1)(3)clzzmenf
SR 141k Iebrumj 1868. - LT s T
", - Eastem mute S e
' Average number of loaded Goods Baumcs per dav. e
' Madura to Tnchmopo)y vid Cottamputty S e e T 937
© Do - do.” ma, Dmdigul © 7 i e e 770
Sl ‘ DA { EE
L ‘,Tnchmopoly to Madura via Cottamputty . T e R AW0D e
;= Do -do. “via Dindigul - SR SO K R
! - S T G 4TI
) 57-18 .
; '-Madura, and places south of Cottamputt) to X‘ ucmnopoly ST R
and Tanjore Districts - ... e e 5 mae i 909 0 -
; cil‘u poe ' e -\ 20"08 A R -‘. “i’ *\x«

Tanjore District to Madura District \
.. Trichinopoly District to Madura District ... - .. = ... 3539 oo oo
- . Placesi in Madura sttrzct havmg over sixteen m:les camage 1811 R

143 ia

<

,u Co The Salem sttrlct traffic has been excluded from this list, as such traiﬁc wﬁl most probably

" follow uhxchever lme is made.

r’
i@

Traflic passxug over the road leudmo between Sonveramcoorchv and Madura (“hxch would Le
uefved by the eastern route) is not included herein, no account of it having been taken. :

One hundred and five bandies have been excluded from the statement as the rames of the vil-
a Y ges gwen cannot be traced on the map, and lt 1s not Lnown under whxch hcadmgs thev should be

AT (Swued) W. S. BEI‘TS, D
) Coo o0t dgent and Troffic Uanager.

placed S ey

13th Janua}y 1868.
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OBDER 'I‘HEREON, 14th February 1868 I\o o°0

These pmpers relate to the se]eev
tmn ‘of a route for the proposed branch’
‘ of the Great Southern of India Railway
it not hav;mcr yet been decided whether it will be more
om Trxchmopoly to Madura, or from Caroor vis .

RN
x-s&«

RAILWAY, No, | 29

to Tuticorin vig Madura,

advantaveous to take the lme fr
Dmdlgul to Madura‘ ;f :‘ g o
2. The Ch1ef Enomeer of the Company havmo‘ gone over the ﬂ‘round alono

iJoth routes, states ‘that there a

clther but that on. "the eastern
rather abrupt Watcr shed to be worked' across, w bereas, on the westeru l‘me no nve r

Bf any s1ze is to be encountered ‘and the country is every uhere easy.

3. From the returns of traiﬁc w}uch he has been able to obtam Mr, leblw
shows that the traffic on the two lmes of road is at pru.sent muoh in favor of the

 eastern route but this be t
well made road between Ma

ted districts of Tan_]ore
::ec:r:;eg:ueeic;sof the late bad season in, Madura.” He believes that this latter traf-

fic, or the carriage of grain to Tuticorin for shlpment to Ceylon cannot be relied
on and tha’o the through traﬁic bemg certam to come upou the Raxlway, by Wlnch-
’ i i

o g .
PP 1.»ch§,,

RV

dura and Madras, and to large quantmes of paddy from

o
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re no enmneennrr dxﬁlcultms of any ma"mtude on
line there is the Vellaur rwcr to be bridged and a -

hinks i is due to Trichinopoly being on a direct line of -

and Tnchmopoly being trausported to the South .i

T [ —

L T R

AT EEe P P oy BTt e et o b

v
ST I,

.
o AT REIA o AT PYNRA el L 84X 128 hg T - Mgt

W s o

TET R g e §



PN Y A e

A

1

R R e e e e e A oo 10 Wi ok o w an
\ e
o ’

vh;?""—xif .

s
2

e /,v "/, ‘e

. ! ’ ! { .lf .
’ ‘ / ; 2 : -

.

nah Fay . + > ’ i - 7 . s v - -~ [ I - - v
S 2 Mkt S iy 3 . . st it L e bk At Al e FONPRa 8 x 'y cadur: i ol s ddaticit.
- i o TP e S o L Y P S R e i O L. S EE B o e e B N . (
7N ' ’
/
. s .

i . CEE
! - . . . o . .
. . . . ) YT e .y, Y P .
- i - PR v b Loy B / oy B I B P AN e T e T TR TN et " WL ehe s e
~ v N BT Y {)vv LA SRS AP AR I S ’ P L v 3 , 7 , N L
AT Y RV T SRR R R N 'u‘]‘? doldgod 4 R R VR Y P2 ¢ - - ’ P : . R
b R ;\\uﬁ\A\- Y VT te . . - R R e 244 i , ) ) - - : »
- TNt ‘ f LS SR .
, -y e
= e . R PR . .

v, - Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, o
- p o . v . . 14th February 1868. . S

e I’Ar\ocec:imgs\ of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, -
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g lency in Council is therefore pleased to approve of the concentration of the survey -.°
" parties on the Caroor and Dindigul line as.recommended by the Consulting Engi-

neer. & ..

. ever route the line may be made, it will bo better to look to the great local traffic
of the chantry between Madura and Caroor pig Dindigul, and to the develop-

~ment which that traflic is capable of being made to attain if the rail be laid in that
direction. - s - : : :

R

(Trule» Extréct.) ‘

~

*." 4. The trade of Madura and the distriets southward is chiefly with Salem and

. Ct)i{rx?)atore asv_far west as Palghat, and this trade, as well as that of the country -

around the ngse of the Pulney hills will certainly, in Mr, ]jibblee’s opinion, be

_ attracted to the rail if, by adopting the western route, it open out the most di,rect

- .communication between the south and the Madras Railway at Erode, and intercept
- .~ the local cross traffic which now finds its way towards Dindicul and Madura by the

road leading from those places towards Coimbatore by Pulnecy. . Mr. Dibblee thinks
these advantages will ba lost by selecting the eastern route, and he shows, moreover R 1 : ‘

- that the population on the western route being twice as dense as on th’e eastern z’z g N :
proportionately greiter am »unt-of traffic is likely to be created on the former th;n ; !
eooooo.oom tthe lutter line, and he accordingly recommends the selection of the western -

‘ - “route. - . : T ) o g :
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S ' 5. ..The f\ge_nt and Manager however differs from the Chief Engim;er, and,
) basing his’ opinion principally on fuller returns of ‘traffic than were available to
e , Mr. Dibblee, he would adopt the eastern route from Trichinopoly to Madura direct,
; z ‘?vherc, he shows, that the present movement of produce is nearly 100 per cent.
 excess of that by the western route from Caroor rig Dindigul: e is of opinion
.~/tixat tho Salem and Coimbatore traffic, as well as that of travellers and the large
m%m_ber of pilgrims procceding to Ramaisweram and to the south, will follow the )
railroad bx Trichinopoly, but that the Tanjore and Trichinopoly traffic will be
lost if the southern branch of the Railway be taken from Caroor by Dindigul.

+6.  Mr. Betts adduces several other minor reasons for preferring the eastern - - ) y
rouf,e ; but, on consideration of all the information that has been collected on the . '
subject, the Government are inclined to think that notwithstanding the apparently
larger traffic to be found on the eastern route owing, it is beIiéved,atb the existence
Of a .good. road, and to a large temporary demand for food grains in the southern ‘
districts in consequence of the deficient harvests ‘of the two last years, the western )
route from Caroor via Dindigul is, on the whole, more promising. ~*Both the Agent 3
and the Chief Engincer concur in believing that the throuch tr:ﬁic under zinyacir- : .
~ cumstances will be secured to the Railway. It is then tocother sources of traffic S

+ that attention must be given, and as there appears to be little development of local ‘ o LT -

:t oth}eir (tir:fﬁc f:o ‘]bse Zx.(pieited Co: the easterq route, while, on the other, a Railway ‘ ;\
o fah rz;lm; o Cll"u o Caroor ?m-l.ﬂd open up populous and productive por- - S
tions o t © Maduraan Coxgxbatc).re districts, and would bring the Madras Railway, ; B
with the districts it commands, infe most direct communication with the south,
preference, 1t seems to Goverqment, must be given to the Caroor and Dindigul route.
7. The Govemmén? are confirmed in this view by the opinions of Officers so R IS
“well able to decide upon the relative advantages of the two routes by their long : ‘
~ and intimate knowledge of the southern districts of the Presidency as Mr. Thomas j S S ..
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7‘;130 t'k Canultixig Enginser for Railways.»
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C}a;kg an‘d\l'h_'. Leviné‘e, th'q Jate qulec- . ' : ’ T ey gt ’ :
tors of Madura, -and Mr. P. Grant, the . : = Exd’S. T. Augustine £
Collector of Coimbatore, and His Excel- » R M :

r

See Reports in G. 0., dated 16th March i861,
© No.205. .- .
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