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7 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
’ 29(h January 1868.

Read the following papers :—

No. 584. From the Consulting Engincer for Railways, to the Secretary to
Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 14th Junuary
1868, No. 16:—

1. Adverting to the third paragraph of the Order of Government, dated the

20th wultimo, No. 8,936, I have the
honor to enclose a letter* received from
the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, from which it will be seen that
three classes of passenger carriages have been re-introduced from the 1st instant.

#No. 2,480, dated 9th January 18G8.

2 The Government will observe that Mr. Botts still declines to reduce the

fare for the lowest class below five Pies per mile, and it is not necessary for me to
arain comment on the absolutely prohibitory nature of this rate.

3. Mr. Detts has omitted to state what the second class fare is, but'I have
since learnt by telegraph that hie has fixed it at eight Pies per mile, the rate at which
it stood before the 1st March 1867. Upon the Madras Railway a second class fare
of six Pies per mile has been shown by"experience to be too high, and I feel sure that
the Government will agree with me that to return to an eight Pies fare upon the
Great Southern is, in every sense of the word, a retrograde step.

4. The fave for the first clas¢ Mr. Betts has raised to eighteen Pies per mile,
and this, the lcast important item of the passenger traffic, 1s the only case in.which
the suggestions of Government have been attended to.

From the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, to the Consulting En gineer for Railways,
Madras, dated Negapatam, 9th January 18G8, No. 2,480,

1. I bave the honor to state, in reply to your letter No. 181, of the 21st ultimo, (to which
the c]'osin‘g of Offices for the Christmas holidays has prevented my sending an earlier answer,) that
the old second class accommedation and fare was re-introduced on this line on the 1st instant,
the date the junction at rode was opened for public traffic.  In deference to the wishes of Govern-
ment, I have placed the first class fare at the same rate per mile, one and a half Annas, as that
adopted on the Madras Railway. While our third class fare remains at 5 Pics per mile, the
Madras Railway secend class fare would not be a suitable rate for the second class accommodation
on the Great Southern India Line.

2. With reference to the third class fare of 5 Pies per mile, T must assure you, I believe that
rate to be a more remunerative one to this Company than either the 3 or 4 Pies per mile rates,
which have previously been in force ; the 2 Pies per mile rate we have not tried, but the result of
the experiment of this rate on the Great Indian Peninsula Line is stated by General Rivers to be
g0 discouraging that it would be most injudicious to scek to introduce it here,

3. 1 would respectfuily solicit of Government that my Directors may have an opportunity of
congidering a question so seriously affecting their interests, before further action is taken. 1T have

alrcady sent home all the papers hercon, and, in the course of a month’s time, T expect to receive
an expression of the Doard's views. )

No. 585. From the Consulting Enginecr for Railways:—
Soliciting the consideration of Government to

a ion of the maximum fares now in .
:‘?;cgu?[?::xn the Great Southern of India (Here enter 21st January 1868, No. 25.)
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| No. 586. OrpEr THERON, 28th Janu:u-y 18

- y
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

20th January 1863,

63, No. 3 00. "
1. Having, 80 lately as th? 1.':1. l'
Jamm"y 1868, expressed, in their lr?
ceedings of that date, No. 119, thon‘f
jurious’effect on the second class traffic of the Madras Railway o
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RAILWAY, No. 49
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bility anq ri ),
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e Cons.ulting Engincer, provided tho
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he scale should be at once revised 10

scale Le not exc
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meet the altered circu
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3. Mis Excellency in ¢
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operation on the
Engin
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