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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public 1 oris Leparimess,
27th January 1868.

No. 539.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Military Department, dated 16th January 1868, No. 204 — '

. ' Read the following papers :—

From the Controller of Military Accounts, Fort St, George, 6th December 1867, F,
to the Secretary to Government, Military Department,

1. Ihave the honor to forward, for submission to Government, a letter from
the Examiner Pay Department, dated 3rd December 1867, No. 2,717, raising the
question whether he is, under War Office Circular No. 981 y dated 19th November
1866, responsible for the breakage of certain panes of glass in his Office.

2. It appears to me that the occupant of a public office, although the personal
occupation extends to only a portion of the twenty-four hours, must be held respon-
sible for any damage arising from neglect even on the part of his subordinates or
office servants. Ilc has the power of determining the party responsible to himself,
and recovering the cost of repair, ‘ ' '

3. In respect to the breakage of glass, however, it is within my own observa-
tion that the fitting of the windows is imperfect, and in sudden gusts of wind the
windows in my own room have been blown open although'fastened as securely as
they could be in their present state, ' )

4. The breakage does not appear to have arisen from neglect, and such being
the case, I do not think that Major Rideout s_hould be held responsible for the

damage. .

5. The Executive Engineer however considers that he has no option under
the terms of the Circular, and requires that the glass should be re-placed.

6. It scems to me that even in the item of glass the rule must admit of excep-
tions, and that until the fittings of the windows in this office are such ag effectually
secure the windows, the Officers of the Department cannot fairly be held responsi-
ble for such damage as that referred to. ) ‘

7. The demand Las now for the first time been made, and I have the honor
to request the views of Government in respect to the responsibility of occupants of
public offices, and in the particular case submitted,

8. The return of the enclosures is requested,

——

From the Examiner Pay Department, Fort St. George, 3rd December 1867, No. 2,7 17, to the
, Controller of Military Accounts, S

1. ‘ I have the honor to submit, for your consideration, the accompanying copies of corfespon-
"dence between the Barrack Master and Executive Engineer, relative to certain repairs required
in this office. * ' ..

Goddard declines to re-place certain panes of glass which have been broken, Paragraph 5 of the
Circular in question requiring the occupant of the quarter to make good the Josg,

3. With reference to this objection, I would -submit that the Cir
India, can only refer to private quarters and not to Government offices,
that occupied by the Controller of Military Accounts and Pay Examiner,

cular, even if applied to
Inalarge office, such ag
breakages must at times

.
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From the Execuiive Engineer, Northern R —_— he Barratk .

ange, 28th November 1867, No. 1,477, to ¢
Master, Presidency.

) hf reference to your letter No. 1,826, dated yesterday, I much regret that I am]n.t::
© odify the Government Orders relative to Lroken glass which are unmistakably plain.
to the DPay Examiner,

at liberty

e ——————— : 3’
From the Barrack Master, Presidency, 30th November 1867, No- 1,86
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: ARSHALL, Major-General,
(Signed) . MARS LL,SML g to Covermant
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Works Department,
< 21th January 1868,

No. 540. OrpER THEREON, 27th January 1868, No. 278.

Communicated to the Superintend-
ing Engineer of the 4th Division and to
all other Superintending Engineers.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government,

MILITARY WORKS, No. 24.

To the Superintendiné Engineer, 4th Division.
,, all other Superintending Engineers.

Exd. F, R. Banileman.
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