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Proceedings of the M adras Government, Public Works Department,
' : 27th January 1868.

No. 525. Read the following Endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for Irri-
gation and Canal Company, dated Madras, 10th January 1868, No. 127 :—

Read the following letter from the Agent and Manager, Madras Irrigation and
Canal Company, to the Consulting Engineer for Irrigation and Canal
Company, dated Madras, 4th January 1868, No. 407.

1. I think it necessary to make a few remarks with reference to the observa-
tions contained in paragraph 10 of your report to the Government upon the Store
Accounts, for the quarter ending 30th September 1867.

9. In that paragraph you draw attention to the fact thatthe * per-centage”

of store charges has been steadily increasing from 1st August 1863 to the period '

to which these accounts refer, and as you omit to explain that that increase of per-
centage is due not to any increase of the charges which go to make up the per-
centage, but to the enormous decrease in the value of the stock of stores upon which
the per-centage is calculated, any person not well posted up in these matters would
infer that the state of things, to which you draw attention, is an improper one, due
in fact to an unhealthy condition of the store management.

3. 1 on the contrary assert, and I do so fearlessly, that the fact which you

lace in so prominent a light, so far from being matter for unfavorable remark,
affords the best possible proof that we have arrived at a more correct state of things,
and that the existing store management is sound and healthy.

4. Let us look at the present value of the, balance of stores in comparison
with the value of the balance in January 1365. At the latter date the balance was
Rs. 5,70,877, while in September 1867 it was Rs. 4,36,010, showing in the thirty-
twomonthsa decrease in the value of thestores in stock of nearly Rupees 1,335,000,
and how has this result been arrived at? The period in which (as you show) the
per-centage of store charges was at the lowest was characterised, it is to be feared,
by much recklessness and improvidence in the purchase of stores, a large proportion
of the articles then pub into stock being either wholly useless, or very much in

excess of the
much in excess of the issues.

5. Under existing management, every effort has been made to reduce the
ores purchased to 2 minimum, by utilizing the existing stock, and by
ractice to purchase (from hand to mouth) only such things as were
tial, and with so much success that the .issues and credits from
ptember 1867, have been nearly Rupees 1,35,000 in excess of

item of st
making it a p
actually cssen
January 1865 to Se {
the purchases in the same period.

" 6. The subjoined table will show how the value of the stock of storesin hand
has, quarter by quarter, been reduced, and the per-centage “correspondingly

increased.

requirements of the works, and the purchases were uniformly very

ar —a v



Balance of
N 'COYCGZ.O stgra:a:hc:rgzs. Per-centage.
January 1865 ... R
e o | rmm e
uly . 39 78 2
October 7 T | 525693 }>gg{81 19107
January 1866 ... . e el 501954 1’07’426 20-25
A o, 511978 | 10¢'gss coes
JU].y . 4;98’915 1,01’962 20-446
October  ,, ... ' 4,75 503 WV, 21:038
Januwary 1867 ... . [ T v 4,78,722 %’03’179 2169
March™ , .. [ " e 475989 11,478 23-286
| June S R B S S e 24-394
| September ., . 463586 | 1000 2505
A : 436,010 | 12089 25-811
7. It will be seen her /13,609 26:529
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1867 is nearly Rupees 1,35

’ 8.. This reduction, ho
reduction in the store chargeg
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and, as a fa
) Ct, the charo. . .
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° at six lacs, or at four lacs;

the same 1 It
. v fixed same in both eases.
Opriated over six lacs, the sum to distribute over four lacs,
' er than in the 1atter.’ ber-centage in ), former case will
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For ¢
N / T ihree quarters ending 30¢, 4 pril 1864
< Received from England |

Purchased in” : T e L xS
oy ed in .Indm 49,250
- Manufactured in Indig -+ 1,00,471

H
.\ .39.641
For three quay . Total... 189 365

. quart - 1,89,3
Received from England . ""’3 ending 31s¢ January 185, 199,362
Purchased in India " T e L 97,048
Manufactured in Indig 73,754
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 27th January 1868.

12. The foregoing figures refer to the period of the former management, .

which you compare with the existing state of things unfavorably to the latter.

13. The expenditure under the same heads for the subsequent periods, stands

as under :—
For one quarter ending 30th April 1865.

RS.
Purchased in India 10,2267
Manufactured in India ... 16,706 _ .
These sums include

Total... 26,932 | payments due on account

For one quarter ending 31st July 1865. ~of arrangements ar_xd en-
Purchased in India.... «ooo e e e 8,225 | gagements entered into in

Manufactured in India ... 1,685 | the previous quarter.

Total... 9,910 ) .
For one quarter ending 31st October 1865.

RS.
Received from England 3,682
I;urchased in India ... 2,858

Manufactured in India o e eee e e 8,043
Total... 9,583 .
For one quarter ending 31st January 1866.
PurchasedinIndia™ ... v e e e 737
Mapufactured in India oot vee eer e e ees ... 3,636

: Total... 4,373
For one quarter ending 30th April 1866.

Purchased inIndia ... ... 399
Manufactured in India 888
o

| Total... 1,287
For one quarter ending 81st July 1866.

Purchased in Tndia ... oo v e e e e
Manufactured in India

. 12,741
820

Total... 3,561
For one quarter ending 31st October 1866. -
Purchased in India Rupees 5,410, of _which no less than
Rupees 5,027 was disbursed in the divisions.
For one quarter ending 31st January 1867,

P ———

- .Total... 2,730
For one quart er ending 30th September 1867.

RS.
Purchased in Tndia o oo n e e e 420
For two months ending 31st March 1867, .
Purchased in India ... oo e oo e e e 1,475
For one quarter ending 30th June 1867.
Purchased in India ... o e a e 2,494
Manufactured in India  cor eer aeeeeeeswee e 296

. Received from England ... ... 2,635
Purchased in India ... o o er e e e 5,219 .
Mapufectured inIndia oo o e e e e e 75

- Total... 7,929
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