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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, ..Publz'c’qul:q: Department, {
' 24th January 1868. -

e U,

No. 513.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
: Revenue Department :— .
Passing orders on Mr, Robfx:nsgn’f) xl'epc;rt_of thg T
. ition and prospects of the Pj manair an )
‘ a(f&i:).ottum toloobs. of tha North Arcot Dis. (IIere‘enter 22nd January 1868, No. 178.) .
trict. A
- : - " ’ K
No. 514. OrpER THEREON, 24th January 1868, No. 266,
o . Communicated to the Superintend. :
. 67, . . s,
CIVIL WORKS, No ing Engincer of the 4th Division, who ~
' ‘ will take immediate measures for giving
‘ effect to the orders in paragraph 6,
' (True Extract.)
, (Bigned) CHARLES A, ORE, Colongl, R, L,
£ o ' Becretary to Government, .
i :
| | |
To the Superintending Enginecr, 4th Division, ‘ i
7".‘1;“‘?.‘ :; :“ Ty 3 A ‘ < - ‘ » . _ ’[*
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
. ’ 22nd January 1868.

Read the following papers :—

Memorandum from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Member of the

Board of Revenue on special duty, to the Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, dated Lateri, 12th January 1868.

No. 356.

1. Panyaxag Tavook.—The Talook of Palmanair consists of part of the

eastern extremity of the Mysore plateau.
It is watered by the two rivers which
discharge themselves into the Palar in
the Gudiattum Talook, which has like-
wise been seriously affected by their
condition this year—the one, the Palmanair river in the northern division ; the other,
the Kygul river which passes through the Vencatagherricotta, or southern division
of the talook. The northern division has suffered rather more severely than
the Vencatagherricotta District, or Kygul valley.

a 487 square miles. Number of villages 396.

Al.];G;opula.titcl)n 53,072 (109 per square mile).

Agricultural population 41,240. Miscellane.
ous 11,432.

9. Rain-FaLL.—The rain-fall of the year is shewn in the margin. As
compared with the average of five pre-

Month. ,,;15";’:5,.';, 1867, vious years, there was a deficiency
1362—65. to the extent of 4, viz, 12 inches

Inches. | Inches. | - 8Zainst 24} inches. Nearly two-thirds

April R 005 B ey of the entire fall of the year fell before
May 1'71 2-_10 th d of Jul During Aucust, Sep-
June e | 217 | 024 e end of July. During August, Sep
July . é% g;g tember, and November, three most
‘&"’i‘éfntber "l 4o 078 important months, there were only
6cIt)ober e e 417 2-2 partial and passing showers. The dimi-
November ... - ... 42)7 053 nished fall in October did not suffice to
December oo oo} 322 fill either the rivers or tanks, and in

Total...} 2473 | 1196 December not a drop fell.

3. STATE OF TANES AND CHANNELS.—Four-fifths of the agriculture of this
highland talook consists of dry land cultivation, which is almost entirely
dependent on the falling rain. A deficient or irregular monsoon affects this
class of agricultural operations severely, and disaster to the crops most seriously
diminishes the food of the people. In this talook the dry land cultivation is aided
by wells to a very limited exfent only. The wet land cultivation is carried on

under 654.tanks and 59 river and 17 spring channels, aided by wells to a cerfain

extent in Sugar-cane gardens. No tank in the talook received at any time more
water than was sufficient to carry forward limited agriculture for six weeks, or
two months at a time. The largest, which usually have water for six and eight
months of the year, received but one or two months’ supply; and the larger
number of ‘the small tanks, which constitute the majority of all tanks, received
only a few wecks’ water, and many none at all. . Almost all have even at this
season been dry for some time, and as I passed through the dry beds of
many, which in ordinary seasons would still be half full, I found the cultivators
endeavouring to obtain water to sustain the small patches of Sugar-cane, &e.,
still standing in a withering- state below them, from water-holes dug in the dry

‘ ‘A
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Pioceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
22nd January 1868

bably did not exceed one-third. The straw is very light and poor. The second crop
on wet land, at no time a large one in this talook, maust be taken as ni/, for there

is no water anywhere. A few vegetables and a little Raggy may be attempted,
under the present scarcity, under the

N. B.—Ilerein the poor are probably hoping few wells, whose owners hope they may

against hope, there will be a lurge loss last: but for all tical
before the reaping season. ast; but 1or all praciical purposes no
food for the people can be looked for

from a second crop on wet lands in this talook.

5. Dry Laxps.—The dry crops have naturally suffered most severely.
They consisted chiefly of Raggy, Cholunt (little), Sami, and Gram. Throughout
the talook the crops sown on dry land have been very bad, and to a large extent
entirely failed. The two former grains are generally sown in localities where their
growth canbe aided by wells; when not aided, it has failed to a great extent; the
general out-turn of Raggy grown, even without the aid of wells, may be taken
(though aenerally estimated by the Ryots at considerably less), at one-fourth the
usual average yield. Sami and Gram have entirely failed very generally throughout
the talook, probably to the extent of nine-tenths of the area sown, and the general
yield of such crop, as was saved, cannot be estimated at more than one-eighth of the

out-turn of ordinary years. The straw of all dry grain crops is miserable. Castor-

oil has failed ; the out-turn of Dholl, Pulse, anda few unimportant products has been

slightly better, but likewise very bad.

6. On the whole very serious disaster h as overtaken the agriculture of the’_

year in this talook, with corresponding diminution of the food of the people, and
gcarcity of water must prove an increasing inconvenience, if not cause of anxiety

for some mouths to come.

7. Srtocks oF Grary axp Prices.—There are no stocks of grain in the coun-
: try. The talook has had a succession
of bad years, and the high prices of
last ycar drew away any little surplus
that might have existed. Already the
markets are being supplied from the
low country ; to this the people attribute
the steady though rising condition of

Price per Garce of

the first week Rise per

Of Dec. | Of Jan., cent.
18:.7. 18¢.8.

Grains.

RS. 8.
411 481 907
427 465 8-80
261 243 12-26

Rice, 1st sort.
Po., “nd,,

Iéﬁ%igum CloSe 390 e the prices at Palmanair. All that can
Cumbu ... g-’;g ‘5’513(33 1283 . now be done is to encourage and facili-
Gram ..} =2 " tate the transmission of grain into thé

talook, and enable the laboring poor to

“Total. | ceevee [ eerens
— . purchase it. The neighbouring parts of

eN. B.—No demand for Cholum.
some of the imported grains from the Palmanair market.

8. CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE AND Lf\i}dR.-;-Thé 'f)'op'plation ishealthy at present.

There is no epidemic disease. But a trying season is expected ; and should disease

a’pp'ear, its viruléngo will be z{géréi'atgd by the ééarci}ty ‘a“d_, }1_T1W’1‘101‘0'S'Q’mé1_'1ﬂeslg'o‘f
both food and water, A good supply of medicine has been left at the head-quarters

Mysore are already taking supplies of
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Miscellaneous.

apprchensions they entertained as to the

position and f;rospccts of this part of the country, and their anticipation of threaten-
ine distress among the poorer classes from the interruption in the demand for their
R uh satisfaation that Mr. Robinson does not at present find

any nced for affording aid in the form of alms-giving, and that his proposals are
limited to providing labor forfhose“thrown out of work, and 1mp{gving‘ tl!?;w aﬂger
supply for man and beast. > .0 , . o2l

9. “Mr. Lobinson proposes for the pres

£l

L 4

R . ve ~ .
to the ofdinary Local and Imperia yorks that are in progress. The expenditure
of the Railwag Company on the stétion-draining labor from®this tract

be about Rupees 2,300 monthly.= . ..
. 3. “ Proposals for similar provision of special works for t d
' will be made shortly, and to these parts Mr. Lobinson.proposes’

. 7
. F s

7 ’ . 'Y > = v .
Palar is concerned, including the Punganur, Kungundi, Kalastri, and Karvetnugzur

talook, and it is anticipated that the condi he .
in the Salem District, will prove such as to need similar assxstmTce.
The Governmeut arc guito -»wﬂling-.to._n?nept Alr.. Robinspn’s conclusions
as to the extent and nature of .the r?lief which it is ﬁt prc:snt nefzeslsa'\ry. tg afford.
They have given him ample discretion, and have fu L counfi ence in his judgment.
he importance of not encouraging the people to trust solely
L scasons, thus destroying all spirit of self-reliance;

4,

to Government support in suc ' el |
but they considerit essential that the works and system of relief should be suscepti-

ble of adequato expansion-if the need should Pecqme more prcssing,'and they
ather from Mr. Robinson’s report that the reqmrementnls.fulﬁ']led by his scheme.
5. The Goveronient ‘sanction and confirm Mr. Robinson’s prOCGCdiﬂgsa and
they look to him to bring to the notice of Lis colleagues at the Board any relaxation
&e?; which Le may deem called for by the circumstances

of the tract Lc has inspected. - L . B
6. Orders will be issued in, the Department Public Works to ensure the
promptest possyib]e:disbﬁxs:on)ent of wages to the laborers employed by that Depart-
ment in the distressed h‘aéis, for which purpose the C9llector will afford the neces-
mcans of Talook and Village Establishments. )

/ 7.7 (True Extract.)/ '~
’ "

/s

sary assistance by,
-~

Ii:r/' ”f:‘l B ‘ N Secrclar!/ {0 GOL‘el'nmenl.
To W. Robinson, Es).
,, the Doard of I?evenue. T ‘ m
,, the Accountant General. ! i ’

,, the Famine Reliof (‘omm'{ttce. e
,, the Department Tublic ¥ orl_(s. 3

O e R

Exd. J. Tulloch. -,

: ¥

J - P K
X ) 3 I

ent to spend Rupees 17,260 in Palinanair.
. . = . Y 9.,
9,570 in Gudiattum, on works specmllyrsde.cted, An addition -

The Government regret to “find
g0 much in these reports to justify the

#
' »

is Ifkely to 7
lio Chittoor and Chen
¢ first allotments of Relief Funds, so far as the tiact:nm;th of the,

nade for work in the upper part of the Velloré.
ition of the adjacent talook -of Utténgiri,
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