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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
29¢th January 1868

No. 515. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th
January 1868 :—

Read the following letter from the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Secretary to the
p Board of Revenue, dated Ahtur, Tinnevelly District, 18th January 1868,
No. 28.

1. When I reported the floods in the Tambrapurney river on the 31st of
October last, there was every indication of a bountiful monsoon. Since then, however,
we have had but little rain, and the river has been extraordinarily low for the season,
the consequence is that the more distant tanks that should have been fed from the
river have as yet had no water supply, and the crops, under many of the rain-fed
tanks, are likely to prove a failure. I have called on Division Officers and Tahsil-
dars for detailed information, and will shortly submit an ostimate of the remissions
that will have to be made this year. In the meantime, however, I beg to submit &
scheme for alleviating any possible distress in a very large tract of country by the
execution of a work of great permanent good without any cost to Government.

9. The area to be irrigated from the Strivycuntum anicut is as poor as any
in the district. Under many of the tanks there is 1o cultivation at all this year,
and under others, the cultivation is just now commencing at the time when the crop
should be harvested.

3. The anicut, when built, will give these tanks a propet supply, but there is

no necessity to wait for the anicut, which may not be completed for years, a3 there
is always a head of water in the river, and an ordinary siver-channel, without any
" anicut at all, would give a large supply, the ryots are anxiously waiting for permis-
sion to draw off water at once, and propose building a head sluice, and digging 2

channel three miles in length entirely at their own expense.

4. The interest of the people in the anicut scheme was evineed by their paying
down 32,450 Rupees asa subseription
‘ towards the work; the Government
ganctioned the expenditure of this sum in the collection of materials, and I have
accordingly carted 20,370 cut-stones from the old fort at Samuleottah, and have laid

them downon the site of the work at a cost

* This is more than the people on the northern
gide of the river subscribed, so they have of 14,000* Rupees. These stones average

had their equivalent in stone. The people  three feet in length by one in breadth
on the southern bank want their money laid : 3
and thickness, and are sufficient for the

out on a channel.

facing in front and rear for the top of the
anicut, and for an apron eight yards in width ; if quarried and carted to the work,
these stones would have cost 50,000 Rupees ; but they have cost the Grovernment
nothing, and there is still 18,450 Rupees of the money subseribed in hand.

5. 1f the Government accede to the following proposal, and permit me to lay
out the balance in hand on a channel instead of on the further collection of materials,
a revenue of 67,616 Rupees will be secured in & very adverse season, and if the
ryots get a Car erop in June, they will profit by that alone to the extent of a lac of
Rupees. I beg, however, respectfully to remind the Board that every day is
precious, and that if sanction be not accorded at once, it will be of no use this
season.

No. 3,016, dated 18th December 1867.




S e

Proceedings of the Madras Govern-n—ae;zf, RevenueﬁD'epartme‘nt,'
. . 29¢% January 1868. 8

th 6 The ,‘pefo;t)lé.of the villages to be benefited are all unanimous in feeling
‘.”l ‘%re ar?lilobzonﬁwtmg interests ; the work is so highly popular that all .availa.blz
btz e given at almost nominal rates, d : S
provided without the slightest difficulty. s matenal of an kinds will be

¥

7.1 have spent the last month in a minute inspection of the villages east of

‘the proposed anicut and south of the river, and have visited them all in company _

with Lieutenant, Shepherd, . ., an Officer specially deputed for the work. With

‘the aid of Maps and Land Regi anc il
and gisters, and from informati ai ‘
& ‘ : ion : .
:lfmvevg:en a:ble- to prepiso Az aceurate estimate of the a.regam:: da{;onx fth.e I.YO?’ :
(frop ¢ e aplcqt, and have marked it off with yellow dots in the afcogpiﬁ;;‘;fa xopn. !
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the area colored yellow throughout®-

* 5,800 acres..
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1 10,192 acres.

gﬁfﬁ:lbg;:i;stza;ev:;%.z;ﬁfgé@bat‘ank, a fow milos distant, is e
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8. The

-4 Of course, there will be some extension of culti- of the general anicut scheme, and will

' vation, but that will be considered in the
i . general anicut scheme ;thegrem%e:é;aecigzﬁz
- areanon-irrigated late uncertainly, the rev

nue of this area for ten years gg\flﬁe :.f;::;

pay the costof the amit seoure n revenuo on 6,217 acres of
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~ment is _167,‘616 Rupees. e Armuganm, ‘_éﬁﬂ; Attur, its assess-

b ».. 4 PTOPOSC CTOSSINg WhC river next week, and preparing statistics regarding the

| capability of irrigation on the north, and I had inte

e tha wabioct Bk he it 1, and I had intended to have submitted 1

- spanon thombjst bt the sty f i i o 0 ngen, s 18
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2;:;1;6?:2}%*‘:3%:&11{?&3]{' banks, and the ryots o ::’ W o
antage o1 the w 0 o X100 % in

forwardga‘gcy > working season ulready begun, that 1o 98,00 tae _1.‘ns_t?nt

o reme which, though completo n itself, is by se no time in' bringing

* system comprised in the &nicﬁi; s e’“’"

10. Colonel Horsley proposed t‘ﬁo;iﬁﬁiﬁ - ﬁnei;‘?"
FHR O,

river ; the northern villages have their channel mw il one dr;_; e:lther Sid'é‘(‘) Fiho

i :ﬁnﬂbéh and tl;e southern villages had & channel once, bu PRt O SRR
- the heads of the two channels are opposite ea ol once, b

o S Lk The southern channel fed B
ank, Bud the Kadamba tank, comprising a wi
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avs ago ; levels have not yet been taken
for the dotted area,t but it is sufficient "
at present to know that this area is but

it otted i) = ‘Wpll‘ as that colored entirely yollow, forms part

{oneral RiCHs SeumT not be much § affected by tho present
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instead of being the first on its own channel is now the eighth on the Mamdur
channel, and gets not a drop of water until the seven tanks above it are filled ;
these seven tanks take three months to fill, -and the crop may be sown and reaped
ander some of the upper tanks before the ground can be ploughed at the lower end
of the chain. Of course, the crop is precarious in a cultivating season, extending from
December to May,gnstead of from October to February, and on the average 6,000
Rupees have been remitted annually for failure of crop in these villages. All this.
will be changed by the execution of the work now proposed, which is virtually the
restoration of the old channel from Strivycuntum to the Kadamba tank, though
# Tollowing Colonel Horsley's line now will be somewhat altered in line* by Colonel

co much excavation gained, and will save Horsley’s plan.

Government some 30,000 Rupees ; butghould
it be thought irregular to commence any par 12. Colonel Horsley proposed &

of the anicut work in anticipation of the head sluice (an essential for any large.

ganction of the Supreme Government, I need 3 sl ‘thout an
not break ground on the line at all, but by nv.er channel t Wl'ﬁ - o g M
taking off the head sluice 2 little higher up anicut), and a cutting, estimated to cost

the river will merely restore an old channel, 15,000 Rupees a mile till it fell into

&Tﬁuﬁgg i(iobgi(i)&(.l service fill such timeas g yyo0d part of the Kuruvaykal, a
t 84 feet wide at top. surplus channel leading into the Ka-

96 feet wiile AERS LU, _ : damba tank ; this cutting will be four
yards in depth by twelve yards in width at bottom for a distance of nearly three
miles, and the estimate allows 2 Annas a cubic yard for earth-work. For present pur-
poses one-third of the estimated width}
at bottom would be sufficient, and a tem-
porary head sluice might be built to
be re-placed by a- permanent sluice, when the anicut is built and the channel is
dug out completely hereafter ; this would greatly reduce the cost, as the ryots
agreed to excavate it at half the estimated cost, or at one Anna a yard ; cutting.
three miles will cost 15,840 Rupees, add for the head sluice 500 Rupees, and for two
ho line 700 Rupees, total 17,040 Rupees, Jeaving 1,410-Rupees

+ 60 feet wide at teg.
12 feet wide at bottom.

syphon gluices in t
for sundries. i

13. Independently of the prese'nt advantage of this work, there is the pros-
ntage of its helping to drain the river while the anicut is in course of

pective adva R
construétion,_ and of its being a kind of trial line.to shew how far the Kadamba

tank and its tributaries will be benefited by the anicut scheme. I trust that the
Board will not see any ohjection to the present proposal, as should the anicut
nover be built, the channel will be quite as useful as the chanuel on the opposite
pank now is, and as long ds there is water in the river, there will always' be water
dowing through the proposed channel into the Kadamba tank} there is no engi-

neering difficulty, and there are ample fands in hand. Lieutenant Shepherd, who is

now on the spot, is available for the supervision of-the work, and T will render all aid

in my power, and try and : .
taken, and Colonel Horsley's plans and sections for the head sluice and channel are
s 1 3

now with Tieutenant Shepherd, who shares my opinion as to the advantages to be

derived fr
Superinten

copy. of this lotter to the Superintending Engineer, requesting him to be good

oot the work anished by June. The levels have all been

om the werk. Lieutenant Shepherd has reported on the subject to the -
d'mg Engineer now at Madura and to avoid delay 1 have forwarded a
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L enough to commumeate at once with ther Béard, should he generally approve of the

scheme.

+ 1. The Board regret to receive the foregomg unfavourable aoconnt of the

state of the crops in the Tinnevelly District. Mr. Puckle’s Tetter will be forwarded
for the information of Government, ‘with the Board’s earnest recommendation

_that the work recommended by him be at once undertaken on the terms proposed.

i 2. The ‘Superinten'ding Engineer's letter Will bewforwardadi‘whén received. -

No. 5186, ' OrpEr THEREOI{, 29th Ja.nuary 1868 No. 204

o

‘1. . The Govemment authonze the

iscell :
i Collector to carry out his proposals.

2. They desire to learn from: ‘the Collector how it was that the ryots allowed & i

channel to silt up, to the restoratwn of which they now attach so much 1mportance
The due applicatlon of “ Kudi Maramut” should have obvxated the e\fxl

(True Extract.)
(Slgned) w. HUDLESTON
Secretary to -Govemmmt

To the Collector of Tinnevelly.

©,, the Board <t Revenue.
5, the Department Public Works,
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