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l\o 395 " Read the folli‘)'. Jetter from the Officiating Conservator of For esh

to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. George,
dated Camp at Oof; wund, 20th December 1867, No. 437

1. Referring to the Goyernment Order, No. 2, 517, of the 25th of October la~t

T have the honor to forwar tter from Mr. Lowry.
2. Mr. Lowry states that h ing to undertake the formation of roaﬁﬁ_’ Ve

towards the higher ranges ) allays and timber felling operations, on & -
salary of Rupees 500 a month, fo be raised after one year to 600 Rupees. In. the
event of his glvmg up all cla.un to the forests, he claims compensxtma as follows ==

| RS.
1. Cost of tr acmw and constructmcr road up to L 7,300
2. Supenntendence, salary for self for 12 mogths at :

Rupees 500 ... .. 6,000
3. Cost of felling and cuttmo' up 10 000 tons of hmbcx

at RupeesSper ton ... o i R .. 3,000

. Plant lenss s SESE R e

5 Bmldmgs Iy o 1,000
6. Compensatlon for loss of txme, nnucst and lms uf :

proﬁt e . 5,000

] 24,500 :
Items Nos. 2 and 6 are excessive. I cannot give an opinion of the value of the W
one in tracmg the ghaut road (Item No. 1), but when lately up the slopes,

race was 80 overgrown as to be quite invisible ; a good deal of blasting has .

ne near the top of the ghanut, but none, I beheve, on the lower fivo miles.

Tn the event of G'overnméut taking over the road, I conclude that the Engineer’s - i
department will inspect and report upon the value of the work performed. Item

No. 3 is reasonable, but it would not pay to bring down the tithber until the gha.ut
road is finished ; if this is done, and a cart road made from the foot of the ghaut te
- Cotoor (the present tract is impassable for laden bandies), it could be brough
Coimbatore ata very small profit. I do notknow what is mcluded in Items

- and 5.

3. Mr. Lowry is an Engincer, and was for a long time in the

Pubhc Works. If Government are desirous of making a road to

. his services are available for this work, and he is. inured to the cl

thi road was extended on beyond the Ponachy valley, a very fine valley

vy and Akka ridges could be opened out ; this conf
, well adapted for coffee, and much more shelter
pened‘above the Ponachy water-fall. On the lugh ~jra.nge her
‘ n immense extenb of land available for Tea and Chinchona, and a roada, [ th
‘the consideration of Government.
as far as the Ponachy valley can hardly be cornple‘ted\
d be useloss to commence any timber operations until
r wh1ch has been already felled by Mr. Lowry, and wh
y v.tored and preserved from fire ; the Coimba-
just at present, the Annar




Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Department,
93,d January 1868 :

and loss of profit, the payment being claimed in consideration of his relinquishing

the lease. »
7. The claim on account of the road-work may be perfectly reasonable; bub

the Government cannot decide upon it without first obtaining the opiniqn of ?he" .
Superintending Engineer after he has personally inspected the work done, which

hewill be instructed to do so soon as the Government receive a deﬁnitg acceptance

by Mr. Lowry of the terms offered. i .

3. The claim to compensation for relinquishing a lease W jch Mr. Lowry
stated he had not funds to work, and in consideration of his relinquishing which the
Government proposed to take over the road, re-paying him the cost, and to complete
it to the head of the ghaut above which his estate is si ted, appears to Govern-
ment to be somewhat unreasonable ; butin consideration of the value of the timber
folled, they are willing to pay him Rupees 5,000 on the cancelment of his lease, the
timber in question becoming the property of Government. ‘

9. Captain Beddome will communicate this offer to Mr. Lowry, and forward
his reply to Government. A '-
10. The question of Mr. Lowry’s employment, whether on the road or in.
working the forest for Government, must rest with the Superintending Engineer
or the Forest Conservator. It is not a matter in which Government can intex_'venei

(True Extract.) g yer |
(Signed) W. -‘LESTON, ey

™~
3
¥
5

o the Officiating Conservator of Forests.
, the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division.
,, the Board of Revenue. ke
,, the Public Works Department.

-

Exd, 8. T. Augustin.
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