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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
5th May 1868.

No. 94. Read the following letter from the Consulting Enginecr for Railways,
to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,
17th April 1868, No. 131 :— -

1. I have the honor to submit, for the orders of Government, a letter from
the Agent of the Madras Railway Company on the subject of the charge to be
e for extra or special trains required for the conveyance of Mails or Troops.

9. I have already rcceived from Government a copy of the Railway

Board’s letter,* from which Mr. Elwin

mad

& No. 409, dated 14th February 1868.

. 82, dated 15th November 1867.
f Ro. 82, date the Secretary of State to the Governor

General in Council has not yet been oﬂicially} communicated to me.

3. So far as the carriage of troops by extra trains is concerned, I think that
the opposition of the Madras Railway Company to the terms proposed by Govern-
ment, and adopted generally by the other Indian lines, is unneccssary and
i]l.judged. The terms proposed by Government would involve a minimum payment
of Rupees 6-4-0 per mile, being the charge for 400 men at 3 pies per mile: while,
the charge demanded by the Company is the same as for a special train, viz,
Ruvees 3 per mile for.two carriages ; all soldiers in excess of 40, the complement
. being charged at the ordinary rate of 3 pies. Thus, if troops-

for two carriages,
detachments than 288 men, the Company will be losers by not

are sent in smaller de
adopting the terms proposed by Government.

4. For the conveyance of Mails by extra trains the chargé demanded by the’

Company is the saihe 43 in the case of troops, viz.,, Rupees 3 per mile for a train
of not more than two carriages.

Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated Madras, 7th April 1868, No. 117. .
1. I have the honor to forward, for the information of Government, a copy of paragraphs 5
and 6 of aletter from the Secrctary, No. 409, dated London,. the 14th of February, together with
a copy of the despat@h addressed to the Governor General by the Secretaqy of State, referred to
therein, on the subject of the charge to be made by the Railway for extra or special trains
required for the conveyance of Mails or Tioops.

9. The Board observe that the question of the charge for extra trains, whether for Mails

From the Agent and

or Troops, Will now be settled on the principle laid down in paragraph 4 of that despatch,

which is as follows: ¢+ T apprehend that occasions are likely to be rare in which special trains will
« be needed for Government purposes, but whenever they are really required, the expenses must

“ape defrayed by Government under a special arrangement with the Railway Company.”

3. Adverting to paragraph 6, the rates which, in the Board's opinion, are fair and
equitable for such trains, are those enumerated in my letter of the 15th March 1867, No. 108.

Extract from & letter received from the Secretary, Madras Railway Company, No. 409,
dated London, the 14th February 1868. ‘

Paragraph 5. In reference to the correspondence and the orders of Guvernment on the subject
of the charge by the Railway for extra or special trains required for the conveyance of Mails or
Troops, to which the Board's considera.tion hasbeen drawn by your lctters Nos. 760, 762, and 764,
you will observe from the accompanying copy of a despatch, addressed to the Governor General
by the Secretary of State, dated the 15th of November last, which has been communicated to the
Doard, ‘that it is not intended to act in this matter on the construction put by the Advocate
General upon the Contract, the Sccretary of State® being satisfied that whatever may be the
Jegal construction, it was never intended that the Government should have the power to require

tbat the Mails should be carried by special trains free of charge. The Doard are happily not
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I am directed to forward for the
information of the Government of India.
copies of the papers margmallydno;ed
; i be made for
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RAILWAY, No. 8.

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,

Secretary to Government.

[zd. S. T. Augustin.
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