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Proceedings of the M aéras Government, Public TWorks Department,
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No. 71 Read the following letter from the Consulting Engincer for Railways,
to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,
16th April 1868, No. 127 :— o 4 :

1. The Order of Government, dated the 3rd instant, No. 1,066, was duly
communicated to the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, and I have
now the honor to submit, for the consi-

* No. 2,551, datedlgtg April, deration of Government, two letters,*
th ,, . . .
» 2557, , which have been since received from
Mr. Betts.

2. It will be seen that, in order to complete the Madura survey, an offer of re-
employment for a second additional period of three months was made to Mr.
Dibblee,” but that that gentleman declines to entertain the offer, unless it be made
without prejudice to some claim which he fancies he has upon the Company for
wrongful termination of his agreement,

t No, 2,531, paragraph 2. 3. In the firstt of his two letters

- (temporarily as I understood it) to the Madura survey, and, as I have already
stated, I was not aware until the end of January that his agreement had been

terminated.

4. DMr. Betts states that, in hig opinion, Mr, St. John, the Resident Engineer,
is quite competent to supervise the completion of the works upon the Erode exten-
sion, in addition to the charge of the eastern section of the line, between Negapa-
tam and Trichinopoly. T have already stated that I cannot look upon this arrange-
ment as in any way satisfactory, From
. the second} of the Agent’s letters now
submitted, I learn, for the first time, that Mr. St. John has been appointed to succeed
Mr. Dibblee; and of course to this appointment I could make no objection ; but
unless an Engineer is appointed to take Mr. St. J ohn's place upon the eastern section,

1 No. 2,557,

its officers; but it is clearly my duty to remonstrate when I consider economy to
be carried beyond the point where ineﬂiciency begins; and clause 10 of the Contract
enables Government to require that the arrangements for carrying on the work
shall be satisfactory to them. : 5

6. With his letter of the 13th instant, the Agent encloses an extract from his
Jetter to the Board, dated the 11th instant. A copy oyf that letter has this day
reached me, and I beg.to enclose, for the consideration of Government, a more
"complete extract than is given by Mr. Betts, ( e
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niently dispensed with than at the present moment, The Government are
satisfied that Major Shaw Stewart has fulfilled this duty in a conscientious and

impartial spirit,
Stewart agrees with Mr. Dibbles in considering that

** until such time at least as the works upon the ext
Dibblee’s services should be retained.

s under the termgs of his appoiniment, and (True EXtraCt.)
ension shall be completed throughont,” M.

‘ . ) ) ~ (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, 2. L.,

I : Sezretary o Govirnments
oard in a most embarrassing posi- f V . /
Consulting Engineer, but I think i

eIr servants, more especially when : 1

, their Agent for adoption. It hag always hitherto been
understood that Government does not desire o appoint the officers and servants of the Railway

Company, and the latter part of clauge 10 of the Contract specially stipulateg this “ provided alway,
that nothing hereinbefore contained shall authorize the East India Company to appoint any officers
or servants of the said Railway except such official Director ag aforesaid,” therefore it appears to

me the Board had power to direct Mr. St. John to take charge of their Engineering department.
» . . .

I much regret to receive this paper, as it places the B
tion. Government naturally endorse the application of thejr
that that officer should not come between the Directors and th
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It is most essential that the Madura survey should be finished without further delay ; and I '
consider it desirable, with this end in view, that Mr, Dibblee shou] , if he consents to stay three : r
months longer, devote his attention to that work. Should itbe hecessary to call in hig assistance to

the Lirode work, an event I consider most unlikely to occur, he wij} be ready at hand to take up
" any point which arises, . :

inz my firm conviction that the Company's
on the completion of the

No. 72. OrpER THERFON, 4th ng' 1868, No. 1,383.
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: 1. With this letter the Consulting
‘ |l_ RAILWAY, No. 6. Engineer for Railways submits two letters

addressed to himby the Agent of the
Great Southern of India Railway subsequent to the issue of the Order of the 3rd
April 1868, No. 1,066, on the subject of the arrangements which have been made o

for carrying on the duties of the Engineering department of that Railway on the
services of Mr. Dibblee being dispensed with,

' .
2. The Government have no desire to interfere with the Directors of the E ' ) ;
|
i
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