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. .,Proce‘gﬂxg: of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, __ !

29th April 1868. , (

\

<

No. 582. - Read the following letter from the Consulting Engineer for Irrigation
‘ and Canal Company, to the Secretary to Government, Department Public

 Works, dated Madras, 15th April 1868, No. 8:— ~

. _ 1. With reference to the Orders

* No. 3,809, dated 7th December 1867. f Government as in, *
» 3,923, dated 19th  ,, ,, 0 per margin,® I have
the honor to submit for the orders of

1 From Agent, dated llth March 1868, No. 497. Government the correspondence as per
,}?:- » ” ‘]26:11: v ggg margin,t which has taken place Letween
From ., . 2th .. . , 518 the Agent and Manager, Madras Irriga-
%:om bwoow 32:}’: Apnit 188, Ns. 135’2' *tion and Canal _Com'pa.ny, and this Office, -

Wwith tho statements. ’ regarding the results of the examination
of the stores, the stock-taking of ‘which

devolved upon Mr. Supervisor Lewis.

2. It appears that Mr. Lewis did not examine all the stores at these depots;
and, on transmitting his lists to the Agent, the latter officer represented that the
numerous omissions rendered them valueless. It is not clearly shown in the cor-
respondence how it happened that so many items were not included in the account;
and, in the absence of information to the contrary, I should think it hardly pro-
bable that Mr. Lewis would have excluded from the examinatiop any stores which
were brought forward for his inspection.- &V hatevor may have been the case, I have
informed the Agent that it appears to me to be the duty of the employés of the
Company in charge of stores to present for examination and count all the stores on

" the ledgers of the several depots, and that the duty of the examining officer 1s simply

to certify to the existence of all the stores which he may see and examine, .

3. With his last letter the Agent has forwarded lists which show what stores
at Nundial were examined, and the description and value of those not counted. In
the latter list stores and general plant appear to be mixed up, instcad of being
kept distinct, as they should be ; and, deducting bullocks and other items belonging
to general plant, I find that the value of the stores left unexamined is not much
in excess of 2,000 Rupees. IIad the stores elsewhere been correctly counted, I,

-should not have thought it worthwhile .to.recommend ‘a further examination, I
have not the particulars of the stores left unexamined at the Donapaud and Dhoor .
depots, but as there appears to have been a misconception at each as to the duties
devolving upon those in charge of, and upon the officer examining, the stores, it
will, I think, be advisable to-cancel the examination made in January last, and to

direct a fresh stock-taking to be held on.the lst July and following days, and I °

"beg to recommend that Mr. Lewis, if his services be available, be detailed for thig
duty.

4. With regard to the future examinations of stores, the Agent has suggested
that the present practice of stock-taking by Government officers be discontinued ,
n the grounds that the duty could be performed equally satisfactorily by the

0
) \Company’s officers, that ﬂié expense at present occasioned could be saved, and that
the examination could be carried out everywhere on one and the same date. I am -
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[

2. The Government have no objection to future examination
Presideacy being conducted by the Company’s officers,
sulting Engineer’s remarks in paragraph 4, they are.not arec
any change in the agency by which stock is taken in the Divisions,

s of stores at the
but, adverting to the Con.

prepared at present to make

3. The Government concur in the views expressed in paragraphs 5 and 6 of

the Consulting Engineer’s letter. :
. (True Extract.)
(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E

*y

1 _
Secretary to Govermunent,

To the Consulting Engineer for Irrigation and Canal Company, with eight Enclosures.
-1 o =

»»  Manager for do. o do.
Superintending Engineer, 3rd Division.

g

Exd. s, T, Augustin,
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