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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
24th April 1868.

No. 474.  Read the following Endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for Irri-
gation and Canal Company, dated Madras, 2nd April 1868, No, 2:—

Réad the following letter from the Agent ana Manager of the Madras Irrigation
and Canal Company, to the Consulting Engineer for Irrigation and Canal
Company, dated Madras, 27th March 1868, No. 521.. o

1." I have the honor to furnish you.with extracts of a letter, which I have
recently received from my Directors, on the subject of certain items of expenditure
in connection with Mr. Badham’s official journeysto Kurnool and the Divisions, and
to request that you will again submit the matter to the favorable consideration of
the Government. » ,

2. With regard to the purchase of a bullock coach, the ficts seem to have
been misunderstood both by yourself and the Board of Directors.

+ 8. When soon after my arrival in Madras I paid an official visit to Kurnool, I
~was advised to purchase a bullock-coach, as the only ceftain means of reaching my

destination, and I found that my predecessor had, on a similar occasion, expended a

sum of Rupees 639-8-0 on the purchase of 4 bullock-coach and palanquin, and having

sold both articles for a total of Rupees 214-4-0, the Company eventually paid a sum

of Rupees 425-4-0 under that one item of transit expenses alone. Acting in perfect

good faith upon that precedent, I purchased a bullock-coach without thinking it
- necessary to ask the permission of the Government. I may parenthetically observe
that the whole sum expended by the Company on account of my journey to Kur-
nool and the Divisions was Rupees 249-4-3, whereas my predecessor's expenses.
" amounted to Rupeeés 1,134-2-4, ' . ,

4. When it became necessary for Mr. Badham to make a similar journey, the
preliminaries were considered with that extreme and punctitious regard to economy,
which has characterised every transaction for which I have been responsible since
I took charge.. It did so happen that Mr. Badham by laying himself under an obli-
gation toa friend, (which I consider a greatersacrifice than a mere disbursement of
money,) saved the Company the expense of either the purchase or hire of a bullock-
épach. '

57 Upon his second journey no such friend was at hand, nor after making all
possible inquiries could we find a bullock-coach to hire, and I then unhesitatingly
ganctioned the purchase of abullock-coach, conscientiously believing not only that I
was doing that which was most conducive to the interests of the Company, but
that which I had full authority to do without troubling the Government with a
yoference for special sanction.  Subsequently the idea arose, whether with rayself or
Mr. Badham I cannot recollect, that it might be safer to apply for sanction for the
é;penditure, and an indent vYas sent in. It never occurred to me that the promul-
gation of the new Raules, which specially provided for fransit expenses, affected my-
"Positi?n in any way, and Ifelt myself supported by a double precedent in adopt-
ing the measure I did adopt. . ' C '

6, Iam quite sure that neither the Government nor the Company wish Mr.
Badham or myself to expend money on the Company’s business out of our private
means, and that they will perceive that there is no analogy whatever between the
- geld ’alzltowance‘ of Rupees 200 per mensem paid al] through the year to the Chief.




Madras Government, Public Works Departmen,
- 24th April 1863.

—————

Engineer for iﬁstance, and tha Rupees 5 per diem paid to Mr. Badham and
myself during the few days that our journeys may occupy,
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