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21tk April 1863, .
—
No. 436,

Read the following Proceedings of 1

Public Department :—

Passing orders on the Annua] Medical Repor

¢
of the Station of Ootacamund for the year} (Here enter 17t4 April 1868, No. 475.)
1867, . :

OrpER THEREON, 24ih April 1868, No, 1,252,
o ;  Forwarded 1, the

E ESTABLISHMENT, No. 47. 7 Engineer of the 7t
, munication to Major
(True Extract.)

 (Signed) CHARLES 4, o,

e Madrag Government in the
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No. 437,

SuPcrintending
ivision, fop come
Farcwell,
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Colonel, R. E, _
ST e Kecretary o Government,

To tha Superx;ntending Engineerd, 7th Divisionl.
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. ) g3
JaTw

ant

SRONE i saa

" ““ with each house is only ta

Btz

"

e e P
e e e
-~

-~

dras Government, Public Department
i 14

17th April 1868,

—~— e,

Proceedings of the Ma
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No. 115. Read the following letter from the Inspector General, Indian Medical
Department, to the Chief Secretary to Governmeht, Fort Saint Georc:za.

dated Fort Saint George, 4th March 1868, No. 93.
the enclosed extract from the Annual Medical Report of the Sta

_ In submitting
867, by Surgeon Donaldson, the Senior Medical

tion of Qotacamund for the year 1
Officer there, I would beg o bring most prom_inently to the notice of Government

the state of things described by him. - ~ ‘
9. In Dr. Furnell’s Report also the neglect of ordinary sanitary precautions
¢ concludes by saying that, in consequence, “ the repata-

i“f’ specially noticed ; and h
tion of Ootacamund as a sanitarium is certainly on the wane.”
3. I earnestly hope that, in the intere.sts of the public service, some measures
in a more satisfactory state ; otherwise

may be adopted to put our best sanitarium
the result must inevitably be, thab it will become dangerous for invalids to resort to

it.
Extract from Annual Medical Report of the Stati(>{x of Ootacamund for the year 1867, by Surgcl(m
JAMES DONALDSON, x. -, Senior Medical Officer, Neilgherrics.
- ive S0 poor an account of tho conservancy of the station,  and of its
‘ fztate generally. 1 brought this to nobice in my last ygar’s report. As the s_hortest way of deserib-
ing it generally, I would here gubjoin an extract from that report, and am sorry indeed that it is
odify what is there stated. ‘ .
the sanitary condition of the various

8carcely pogsible in any Way 0 130
““ As regards the conservancy of the Cantonment, and
bad as they well could be ; there ig indeed some appear-

*“ bazaars and villages, things are a8

““ ance of drainage in the main bazaar, but it is qonveyed simply into the upper portion of tho
*“ lake close adjacerit, the shore of “which 19 ﬂll.JS converted gduring wet weather) info &= great
** open cess-pool. In the other bazaars and villages there is no attempt at drainage, and
““ nuisances are committed iB a1l directions in and round each ; no system of conservancy for the
' mg to have been carried out bere ; no rubbish is carted away ; every com-
and debris of every description, and the manure connected

*“ general Cantonment ¢
f refuse
: o field owners are glad to get it at

“‘ pound gerves as a collection ©
ken away ab all, because the_potato
mpounds to spread on the intervening and circum-

ake it from the co

d lanes and bye-ways of the Cantonment are almost, without excep-

¢ disrepair ; it is impossible even on the bestand most frequented
description, without constant jolting and

rriage of the most €asy
perless loose stones everywhero met with, but many of

** discomfort, from the wide ruts and num .
s t parts of the Cantonment, containing many houses

*“ the less frequented roads leading to important :
Iaces, all but impassable, and in many parts dangcrous o passers by,

““ T am sorry to be able to g

:: ,the planting seasons, and &
“*jacent fields. The roadsan

€6 % . .
tion, in a disgraceful state 0

€ .
* thoroughfares to drive & C2

““ and residents, are, in P ” ‘
** whether on horseback ‘ or O foot.” . o .
ads are indeed somewhat xmproved in some places, though still exceedingly

d to the commonest laws of road-making .

&

2. «Thepublic 0
bad, and repaired, where
but there is no improveme
places the collections of
are worse, more prominen
ception to the above, ViZ-
had some correspondence Wit :
Inspector General, Southerd Division : this grsos;'b
artl by the nuisance Wa .
llz)ot lc‘z)kz:zrfij;, :Il:: pt]l;:;e 3; il soon be 83 pad as before, owing to the very rapid growth of the

plant (an Australian acacia) and © its being only cué down, n:])t uprooted. o
3. ¢Ofthe pléces which more especially require notice an can?f'u,l cleansing, I would specify
¢¢ Harrow on the il ’\to the Church ; the jungle

" “he borders of the public bighway runnipg from

all, without any regar

nt observable in regard to the conseryancy of the st:f,tion, and in many .
‘gith and decaying matters, with the consequent noisome eflluvia,
¢ and unsavoury than at datfa of last report. I can only make one ex-
the growth on the Jail Hill referred to Iz.msﬁ year, and about which I
h the Maunicipal Commissioners, copy of which was sent to the Deputy
th remained for some months, but was at length

ated ; but the clearance was only partial, and if

repaired at




A it

- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depart
par
17th April 1863, et

e

ng the wors.t, but that on the north side, within th N
:I"is.ThCS: Jt‘}ngles on the way side are used by eveer;()mpqund of
rising at times, especially after a sh VETy passer by,
ﬁ::’l;:ehje:ﬁ?lil :tl 1(1::: :id by te ‘p‘ublic nd SCI:\’Ia,nts of adjacent housesov':: I:;O;re;atm, ey fai.
Lovedaleo Another e Ottley Hajll. Another is the jungly border of extont, is the
. . and particularly offensive. place is the lower part of 2 lane leading to
side next and close to that part of ¢ part of the Jail Hill, on :hat
il:'e;ent;::::lsou; and left to decay, or to be eaten by dogs, kites, crows, and eve
Willow bund o the W at any time, and, being on tho borders of the public by cows. Tt
to pase that ¥ eA:u tsl,1 at.;x"acts the attentu')n,. a:nd causes disgust to all St"anqe::a'd from the
o tjlfl. no er disgraceful place is just below this on the edge of ctl Who. happen
g he Willow bund to ¢ Harrow Lodge ;” the drainage o Pn blic roag,
nun'aber of %muses are allowed. to run ‘and be washed down on t: ¢ ﬂfind 1mlfurities of a
Z;a;nr ::,Znimde’ w;xich is thus tra;nsfo'rmed into a ﬁlthy' cess-pool, \vlficlfm}:il'égn road, the
i :I:QSZ (tl e roafi ; fczr wefzks it was thus a cess-pool on and across thO‘w"erﬁowa
ond tie ﬁlt’h :t_ueven.m this dr.ler woather the deep site of the nauseous pool e pul.)lic
stablishod nuis;m - egxlsxts alongside. Another apd a very unnecessary, b‘ccausremams’
bigloway for abouthe(,), (;s 3 ;rge potatoe feld of about seven acres, which borders the Gove 1ately
by el ”yar g, from the east end of Glynn Creck to the Willow bund ; lar ernment
g covered'}: Ovefi ) 1nadmt:;;nure are brought to, and scattered on this new field, (not ‘:Plougrreh qlﬁu}'
 bourhood The A ag ere.lfeft to decay. and contaminate the otherwise pure air of th?s ed. in
by " may.be difﬁCl;ltot _0}1rs afrxsmg.from this ‘ﬁeld near the bund are very disgusting to the neigh-
S e OF JEEs T 4 Wi cponed las oar, after ti - 1-
:i-abllillqd, without the leave-of that body I uhdérstanfi,‘ and bt;\:e:Zewhcft;zlc;};:;c:mmlsmon wag
bn'c I:-a -ura;l.b eauty ‘?f the station .sbo}lld be destroyed and the air corrupted by a vilq rheon vhy
oing esta ished without autbority 1n the very heart and centre of Ootacamund ¢ potatoe feld

, 4, ¢ There are many other unclean spot
above mentioned, to the Sanitary Commissioner, i '
, 1 , if he should favor this stati i
ion with an official vig
visit.

It will be seen from the above that i
one chicf cause of the noisome
, I ! state of many parts i
of this other-

. wise delightfal sanitarium is, that excessive amoun
gpring up and increase from year to year : par a1 . .
orflers of the Municipality ; but the V}rrery m:ch tl:fg;: S;:;pt:g:zl;tf" l?t Publ.l ¢ ?laces ag‘d under the
;;rwa.te.houses ; the remedy, thercfore, scems easy ; the proprieto lf l? within the compounds of
for {heir houses, and can quite well afford to keep them clear of j i ;) these lands get large rents
nuisance ; they could, I conceive, be ordered at once to clear th ey undergronts z.md other like
&e., and to keep their hedges down to a reasonablo height abo etl}ll'- gogn.p?u_gds of all jungle, furze,
I.presume, be insisted on, in a rather crowded station?ike‘thi‘;e thzttxjv:::: gfers 3 16 could also,
vide small privies for t_he gervants of each house ; and if the'ir’ masters wox"l)d 0(;1 wes should pr-
system to be carr%ed oub in these, and see to its being done, the cl eansinwb;’ X ;’; :r the dry earth
camt.lnd would.qulckly and without expense to Government ,be' effected ; f%r a ver I’Dfe 'I?]rt of Oota-
:putmd emanations would thus be speedily removed, and a prospect o,f rood coy' er 1 e source of
station be more easy a8 well' as more hopeful. o ) ° nservancy for the
E .5. ¢ This morning (23rd January) Itook a .
1')rmes, the border of tl.x_e stream ‘skirting) the lowe:l:ango;l; t;‘)e'lfhsief bazaar, &¢. 3 bad as’ I k
ga;?tbc, I was .astomshed a-t' the magnitude of the evil, and at its'grov;th. . ,I Fore ot dnew
ani ary Officer 1n many 'sta,tlons_ and Military Cantonments up-country and have s ed as
vile places, bu_t not “even in Fh_e (m‘_)s.‘t neglecte 2 villages of the Deccan wi;ere i een'_ma,ny
,ﬁie," }%ad ever flethhls foot, did I ever see such an atber disrezard of al'f the laws of dgceec;ng oF
i hean 1.xies; as is. erel now to be seen by any one .Wh 0-‘ has’ €0 ul_'age’to 'mve_stigaté the éxty ‘ﬁflfl;
the evil. Je can only wonder that the few bad cases of fever (three proved fatal), latel ent of
in the lower parts of the bazaar, have not been multiplied an hundre Lfod. and ’thit‘- 5}’1 !o"b:,ervéd
. . : - ’ P C oicry, haS

'not long ago bxjoken‘out.'

on the south side of the road bei
. Ix?mpstow” being also very ba
who is so inclined, and the smell

pect the bazaar, market, p'ublic‘

he baziar where butchers con
gregate. All mann
er of offal j
s -

s which I shall be happy to point out, as well ag th
: ose -

t of undergrowth, which has been allowed t .
Qo

e “’L‘*‘;ﬁ‘{

-

LY

>

" . have been able to

Ry

aspect of this

- being no priv

Proceedings of the Ma
\1ih April 1868

dras Government, Public Department,

refuse of the numerous hut®

wn the filth and
farmed in, and on, and across

the bazaar carry do

ched, and there open cess-pools are
there is O attempt at even emptying these cess-poolsinto the

morning, Thursday, (Tuesday is market day,) was in a
£ fraits and vegetabléé_ being covered,
o had been quartered there

6. ¢ The open drains of
until the level near the lake is rea
 the strect, reeking with bad odours;

uzhappy lake adjacent. The market this. g M
most flthy state; the ground set apart for the .exhlbxtlon 0
«¢littered,” with rubbish, stra®s dung, &¢-» 38 if a wholg herd of cattl

» women, all very close together near the
¢ high road round the lake, are simply a disgrace
d by matting, crossed with planks or beams, (on
d to perch,) unsheltered in any way from
ags that if any anfortunate, choked by the

for a week. - » o
7. < The public privics, two for men and one fo
market, and within 80 yardé of tl}é ‘Governmen
to the station. They are open Pits gurrounde
which the habitue and habituees also are- Suppose
sun or rain, and filled ¥ ething foul m _
mephitic. odours 80 copious ghould faint an.d fall in through broken plank, he
would certainly be choked, ¢d. Thero 18 DO dry carth system, no means to
. od the consequence. is, . that the large majority of
are so deterred by the ‘overf)o“"cx-ingr
ﬁp‘sbféng smells, they prefer
ouses, or even to the moré

ly evolved,
if not drown
AT

‘ these places,
eir olfact?ofies
1 vear of the lower bazar h
¢ this objection to use the publie privies .is, the
of the Jittle river, which here gkirts the bazaar
« lako  iato one grand place d'aisance for. the bazaar
;1;3?:&40055 rpder :: X tfl?s > alk with undefiled $5CE° js moro than difficult, and the odours that
arise on ali' sides are y noisome. ,T(,), add ~£‘.1rtper bo tl‘“? Ensz‘w_oq»ry .and unsanitary
SIS 6 the stations ¥ ic ‘uld be & pleasant p-roﬁnllcnagflze alongsido. stream and

part of; the stat! 2 and subbish . of the streets are shot ; this refuse matter
 the scouring® s e , of heaps .Wh'mh fringe the mar-

‘Natives, who mig
odours that, litt]
retiriug to the first conve
. distant jungles- The - natul

lake-;iﬁ'ish’erétha: : e © 3 e or
bei \7ht in Darrows and geposited 1 oné of d.le dozen 0% so.o‘f
ing brought in 54 " gido : no attempt 12 made to utilize, covar up, of burn all this
and there it remains till washed into the lake by rains,
dogs of the most revolting mangy

JR . o t

gin of the lake on ¢his its nOTY

decomposing matter ;- ther? N 150221;;): ™ ope crows, bazad®

he winds 12 ue 1. gre hore, 88 elsewhero, the scavengers in this free
d Jo of the Pll_bli? ;roaq leading to Candal, (one also

- or scattered to b
appearance, Str2Y cons; tod on the side i
station. - One publie privy 1° ld 1) jese are in much the sameo"state 83 those abovo described,
ot Candal)- only othc}‘,‘{ﬁibﬁc xpt"i‘vies in the station which T
t should here be noted

. these aré the L
ti;hose above mentioned 5 08© I ing wan
conservancys there is no public privy for malesor
ted with, the Dolice lines. These lines are of
mmodating forty familics. 'Theroe

‘at Ootoocherrys 3% 0
,,-ed on the Sﬂme

being fashion .
i ver, v
discove™s -\ of meglect?

i aetion Wi hjec
- in connection Wit su1'J ; e .l
in r ranges of building acco¥
{es of these lines resort to the back

females attached 10 or « o0 fo g N

considerable extents and compr’® 1ace of Public‘ resort, the m.ma’

ate clos® nd 5O P2 o8 neaf at hand, and to every tree and bush which
dellings oles ar‘ithe state of the surrounding noighbourhood may be imagined ;

part of their
- afford any appearanc® ped.” S
it xeed not surely be doseriP®® i (Tyue Extract)-
e ‘
4""
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‘ (Signod) W. MACKENZIE, ¥ D, - _
. Inspr. Genl., Indian Medl. Dept. <
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- Medi ® arf.men 1 f does not consider |
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¢ o’ T ]e ,-‘.~ i’ Y a,thﬂ- ) )
,ngunge}}x’hl’vh. ﬂ “Hon 0 that S s of the Towns’ Impro
to abate nuisances,

of the Inspector General, Indian ~
¢ Qotacamund describes, in y
r exaggerated, the unsatis-+ 7
Joscribed have arisen.
vement Act, -which

to enforce

, t10 '
factory sani i cond®”” " the PO
ctory sanitd b enfo;*a@ 't,,z. -1 (o

from the hégleq,t (:) the/ Munlclp ’ i .

issioners
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Madras Government, Public Department

~ Proceedings of the
- 17th April 1868.

—

cleanliness in the markets and places where offensive trades are carried on, and
" , om, an

~ to clear away noxious vegetation.

'e%,

~

&To the Insp};r General, Medical Depart
§

g
&\3

9. The Governor in Council directs that the papefs above recorded be co
m-

municated to the Sanitary Commissioner, and to the President of the Ootacamund

Municipal Commission.

3. Dr. Ranking will lose no time in proceeding to Ootacamund and in plagin
g

himself in communication with the Municipal Commissioners and with the E

in charge of the station, and he will suggest to them the\pfactic:i
e immediately . adopted in anticipation of the mor
templated for improving the comservancy of the Tow::

eccutive Engineer
measures which should b
extensive schemes now con

of Ootacamund.

4, Itis observed
Rupees 18,500 (exclusive of the amount required for Police) was available for pur
poses of conservancy and for the repair of the roads. The proper applicatiof o-f

these funds should, in the opinion of the ‘Governor in Council, have rendered
impossible at Ootacamund, the condition described by Dr. Donaldson,

5. The Magistrate, who is ex-officio President of the Municipal Commission
;s directed to furnish a spec ’
 ture of the Municipality of Ootacamupd from thetime of its formation up to the
| present date, with such remgrks as may enable Government to judge how far the
have taken advantage of the means at their command,

‘Municipal Commissioners
t to the Sanitary Commissionér for submission to Govern

o measures which he may, atter consultation
d the Executive Engineer, recommend to

Woy

‘Ckz'ef Seérelary,

',:This report will be sen
ment, with Dr. Ranking’s report on th
with the V'M_unic‘ipal Commissioners an
Government for immediate adoption.

' " (True Extract).

Gy

t,,. Sanitary ommissioner.
,, DPresidento the Qoty Muni¢ipal Qo
_,, Public Wo Department. -

'

DT o

Fxd, 7. Tulloch, -
A

S

o

from the Municipal estimates for 1867-68 that a sum of -

jal and detailed report on the receipts and cxpendi- -
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