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" No. 358. - Read the following letter from the Con§ul_£ing Engineer for Railways,

‘ to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, “dated
o ~ Madras, 27th March 1868, No. 106:— * 7T o

it L In compliance with the instructions conveye}g.rin' the _Ordété'df vaernnrlent‘

«¢ ".dated the 10th December and the 24th February last, Nos. 3,841 and 23, I have

" the honor to submit 'the following observations upon the danger which is incurred,

in running passenger trains at night during rainy weather, and upon the precaty

tions which it is desirable to adopt with the view of lessening that danger as much

oo B

Lo as possible. . N SRR o .
‘ IV " 9. 1 have deferred submitting these remarks until I could also lay before

the subject by the Agents of the Madras

. * Grovernment the opinions entertained on-

l ) : : o : ' and the Great Southern of India Rail-

‘ o . . No. &6, da,t_ed 18th }Iarch 1868. Wayg. From the enclosed letters* it
b 2534 5, 28rd . il be observed that the Agent of the

Madras Railway considers his line to be throughout in a cqndition avai]able for
traffic, whether by day or night, at all times of the year; ar}d that no special
measures, in addition to those now taken, gre necessary by way of precaution.
. Upon the Great Southern Railway there has never been any night traffic, and the
Agent quotes the opinion of the Resident Engineer, to the effect that it'unld be
inadvisable to introduce it; I;art]y on accouilt of the additional expense, and partly
on account of the danger which would certainly be encountered. - - .
3. ‘There can, I think, be 0o doubt that travelling by Railway in India,
“whether by day or night, must always, from the circumstances of the country, be
attended with a certain amount of risk from which English Railways are free. The
entire,sfoppage of all traffic during the monsoons WOUI(% not altogether remove that
risk. Practically,- the most that can be 'attempted is to unitq the maximum of-
; o precaution with the minimum of inconvenience. : E | N
" o 4. After careful consideration, My opinion is that, in this Presidency at least,

y measures, such as those suggested by Mr. West, are

sec no reason to adv
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“no special precautionar . , .
Decessary. Certainly I ocate the prohibition of the running

of passenger trains at night during any part of the year. Mr., West’s observations
¢ Indian Railways which lie near tho

have special advertence to those portions © . ' :
risk of injury from the floods which

West Coast, and which arc exposed to the )
In the Railway system of this

~ occur periodically during the south-west mons?on. the : .
" Presidency, the line between Beypore and Coimbatore 18 the only portion which

. is exposed to risk from such floods, and as yet no night trains have been worked
npon it. Should, however, circumstances make it desirable to run trains at night
over this part of the line, I do not anticipate _that it would be attended with any

-~ particular danger or dificulty, which the employment of\badditional watchmen

would not obviate. . ) . o o _
5. Wherever trains are worked by night in. this Presidency, a double staff -
. of watchmen, for day and night service, is maintaincd. The number of the night
o - watchmen is’doubled upon ghats, “and all other parts of tho line whero unusual
. difficulty or danger is apprehended. Every thing is done to 1nsure the proper’

’ d T have reason to believe that tho

L | performance of their duty by these mem an 1ave ¥ e !
3 ’ ot see any necessity for insisting upon -additional special

“work is well done. Idon . He
' t those now in force, if thoroughly

eing of opinion that t
e traffic upon the line, as far as i3 practically possible,

precautionary measures, b
carried out, will insure th

o ) from risk of gccident. ‘
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Priceedings of the Madras Gonerument, Pubiia I3 /f - '
| Ol April 1808, cpartment,

—e

»Frqm fche Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway ‘Compan

. Lo Railways, dated Madras, 18th March 1868, No. 86

Gover;meﬁtreﬁ;g t; g:;n_‘ communication of the .13th of »Decembexs N.‘ .

P ’este; ; ) th, dated I.Oth December, I have the honor t:) to‘-t 294, and to Order of

o y ay the s.uggeshons contained in Mr. West’s letter ; stata that I diccussed in
commends that the running of passenger trains at night duriner 3 more especially that which

rohibited, wi i -
prohibited, with a view to lessen the danger attendant on Railway traonﬁ?o.x weather should be
ve Ing, .

2, TheC ittee, tshin '
e Committee, consisting of Mr. Beresford Anderson, Mr, Barton Wri » .
’ ) nght A LIl‘ “e‘rB
Uy . ert

" Chureh .
urch, and myself, were of opinion that the arrangemerits of a first class line of _
1ne of Railwa
y should bo

such as to make it always available for traffic whether b
! ays y day or i
e, ok i b G et 8 7 v
e bility of our works on that portion of our liye 8V every reason to
3 };;oZI;Ight'lt::ams should be attended with greater danger th;rw’e o %6 10 Teason why
) . ang e ~

s anwz ;;t 1mate1{) ﬁnd it necessary to run night trains on t}’] t,}:;n elaewhere. ‘
e oon, ra number of watchmen would be employed e Western Coast durinz
23 is a¢ present the case, on the Saidanoor and Mullapooram glfat:n the stecp tuolines, &e &c°
» ‘ \ ; N N M ]

From the Agent_qf the Great Soﬁbher_u of Tudia Railway, to th Co sl
v . o -w'ays, dated Negapatam, 23rd Machh’ 1868 eN onsulting Eagin
our letter No. 175, of the 13th December last, (vs;ith encl:);u 0.) 2,834, B
re,) was dul

<7 . < i .
‘h ‘ h f and .R,esl{le]n; l:llo neers Of thlS Compauny Wh) have Ie’pl‘e
e 1e 33 ? ! 1 d as fOllOW .
g

eer for Rail-

ibble ¥ communicated

Mr. Dibblee, in hi a > ed to

¢t charze ha eel, in his le_ttvr of the 7th January, reports that the ¢}; Y ‘

ge have always received more attention as regards inspecti line and works under his
ion

f“ heavy rains than duri i
y uring the dry weather.”” - . al_ld malntenance during

The Resident Engineer, in a letter dated . 18th i "

" e 2 . nstant, * guj : :

o ZI;::&;Z 1;:;!: sa,i;e to}ruu trains at- night during rainy wet;tt’her. qi“;;:e:grees with Mr. West
G pe;s :Ifs olr; c{ on a}c):ctout;t of the ball.a.st' being washed away in cer:t'- any time there is
e " placing obstacles on the rails. It would be necessary j 4 places, but by iil-
‘¢ to have a double staff of men of every grade to ke2p all clear, and t}? v xrtx c}?se of night trains

en ab the f i

*¢ are in the hand s
3 of a class of men who it is well known are not expert at “best of timzs you

"+1 On the line (east i i .
) (eastern section) now under my charge, all places where the w: night watching -
W

e {0 collect are carefully watched, and V

| _ : ) any symptoms of ; ater has a tend

*¢ reported : oy : “approaching - s ndency

" im;: She; ult‘;) ;hg nea.r'est Etur?pez;)n officer. . There are no night train"s : :e";l;ness 13 immediately

: n evening train AVers - n this li 7

e g tra e 1ate, the platelayerg are ordered to ul:xltl:l; d?’.s y(;‘.l know
o . . 3 along the

No.350. . Osper Tmemeon, 2lst April 1868, No. 1,212,
~-RAI —_— N -
LWAY, No. :0 | fesolved that these papers be for-
7 ed to ‘the Government of India

e L ~ -with reference to thet
- | 4 reir O - :
- ero o N . of the 30th October 1867rder No 7L
4 r No. 1,213, dated 21st April 1868)< .

\

T th 1 -1b " J & ) ‘ :
o the (‘lonsul.tma Engineer for Railways, : IR secretary to Governments

,

. Ex\l. S- T. 4\ug“stin. Lo _‘ ) . | | |
B N : . 4 . » 2,

7, to the Consulting Engineer fo; '

o Nb.’ 366.

- night trains in rainy weather on

o o (Signed

o e e T

3/’f

Pupric WORES DEPARTMENT, |
Forr Sr. G EORGE,
- 91st April 1868.

No. 1,213. L

To ’ . I
~ Tme SECRETARY 10 Toe GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
L R " PupLic WORKS DEPARTMENT,

~

! 8w, - ; |
\ — T — ) 1. . Adverting to the Proceedings
| \ | - RAILWAY,"No. Sl | ofthe Government of India, No. 971 R,

: A S -of the 30th October 1867, Iam directed
to forward the accompanying papers from the Consulting Engineer for Railways

v regarding the danger incurred 1n ruhning passenger trains at night du'ring'bthe
. monsoon, and as to the precautions which should be taken for lessening that danger
ly on the portion of the

as much as possible. \ : .
9. In this Presidency night trains are worked on e
South-West Line of the Madras Railway between Madras and Coimbatore, and o_n

the branch from Jollarpett to Bangalore. - B
| {lway are of opinion that the running of

3. The officers' of- the Madras Ral inio; :
a first class line is unobJectlonable,' provided due

and they-do mot foresee any special
of the line between Coimbatore and
those places. The

care be taken to guard against agcidgnt,
objection to those trains even on the part

Beypore, should it be found expedient to run'ther’n; between .
Resident Engineer of the Gireat Southern of India Railway1s opposed to the practice

on the ground that it 1s attended with grea;t risl; as well as additional e;p.ense.
4. TIn the former of these VieWs {he Consulting Engineer concurs, and Iam
{o state that, as the rains in this Presidency are *:‘genera.lly neither hgavy nor of‘A -
'long duration, this Government believe that pight travellmg may be made at all” |

ceasons sufficiently safe by the exercise of suitable pregautions and the maintenance
of an effcient staff of watchers. - '

I have the honor to b

: Sir, o
: Your most obedient servant,
) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, B. E.,
PR , . Secretary to _Government.

‘ Exd. S.T. A\igustin.
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: . " The Agent and Manager.
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The Consulting Engineer
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