s s
T T T

ey

A

syt 4Ll ST

e 2 ey T N
PIEIES
et we R R

= o e e A
P Sz ol et :
2 1 il o SRR

f

R e P FE

S AT

P

ipentr

e e

o

Gl AR
s T

. Gy

PR

: P i g ek T
T

: [ ST -
B I o R
. S SN

Ve
3

ER RSP o
e Y
R g o
Ehe e ey e v
L R A aelv 3 T ohy o
3 T LW m,,;,‘e
g bl R
AT i
N T
z 0
U - : . GV '
- LT . ]
7 R 3
e ST DR ” . A N
H.. Ka B [ o . L e e e T, et ,“\y PR .
B T - S e nm . P B F
B - , m: ’ -u : LT . - _/
s LB g
R RIS~ T - - . . .
ST ST T T, - - N s . -
U SRR - R SR MR
. . K ) ~H N
R S N - - . . ' P I
- - L s T o, R TR A N - -
. . T L L e, hand B - Do ' . o ’ o0
.. - s N . \ Ll T o c. ,A..
A - S ’ ) S oo . L : . ‘ R
T R IR pe s R
iR - - - . E o - Lo uw. Lors , | ., p S
- ‘ romT - - L - ' - .
R - . - Lo e o 5 RV PR . ~ -
. - ‘w,‘ B B e e s w‘ . o . E. _
. ,, - . o . ,A;n -~ LT D ) .
' . L .. R A. ., s ’ " . ) i ,
- T . S T ' _5 [
- - . ;‘ - - i .y X .s o
: - - . - . ~. ¥ ) - .
B Lo . s “;... ; - e




R S ot s

- ( j

ProLgedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- 181h April 1868.

e

.No. 264. Redd the following letter from the Special Executive Engineer,

Wynaad, to the Secretary to Government, Department Public Works,
dated Luckadie, 27th February 1868, No. 123 :— ' ‘

« 1. At the request of the Chairman of the Planters’ Associatidn of South .-

Wynaad, I have the honor to forward the accompanying Memorial, and in so doing

I beg to offer the following remarks. . ‘ 4
"~ 2. The substance of the Memorial appears to be that certain of the Planters of

this district state that they are suffering pecuniary loss owing to the Tambfacherry,
Ghaut not being yet open for cart traflic, and that they consider that the grievance
would be removed by offering sufficiently remunerative terms to attract competent

_contractors to complete the work more rapidly.

3. I believe that such terms would require to be at least four times as large
as the work is now being carried on at, and of course unless the Government is pre-
pared to sanction proportionately increased grants and estimates, it will follow
that the result will be that where a mile is now completed, only a quarter of a mile
will be done, and I do not see that the desired object can be thercby gained.

4, If the amount I have asked for can be granted, my. expenditure on the
Tambracherry Ghaut, in the current official year, will amount to Rs. 50,000, and.
I have no hesitation in saying that full value can be shown for the money laid out.
During no season, since I have been in Wynaad, has labor been so abundant, and

in no equal length of time has anything like the same progress been made, as since

the last monsoon ceased. : _ ‘
5. - I do not share the fears of the Memorialists that the ghaut will not be

ready for the transport of the next Coffee crop in carts, by all who choose to adopt
that mode of carriage, nor in saying thisdo I limit the result to merely making the
road simply passable ; the condition in which I expect the ghaut to be before I pro-

" nounce it rcady for use, will comprise the completion of the whole of the earth-

work, and a width over rock in no plaéé less than twelve feet, exclusive of a parapet

making a safe and casy road for any description of traffic.
6. With regard to the lower section of the ghaut I beg to say that a great
mistake has been made by the Memorialists in the width assigned to it; instead of

\a greater width than eight or ten feet being the exception, there is no single spot

where it is so narrow ; and as to its being passable for carts I can only state, that

since the end of November it has been daily used for the transport of materials in
carts from the foot to within 300 yards of the junction with the old ghaut. The
only obstacle to its practicability to the precise spot referred to being a short piece
of blasting now nearly finisheds This trifling difference would have been of no

account had there been any disposition to make use of the road, and had I scen -
any such disposition I would have quickly made the spot passable by some tempo- -

rary &xpedient; to have done so for no purpose would have been a waste of labor.
The fact s, however, (as I have always maintained) that until the ghaut is finished

throughout, cart owners will not be induced to use the road, as there are no con-

veniences, such as grazing, camping ground, or water; and the length of the road
precludes their coming up from the foot of the ghaut, quding, resting their cattle,

and returning the same day. )
7. As regards other points of the Memorial I beg to observe, that with respect

to the completion of the Koonuth bridge before the monsoon of 1866 I am unaware
of axy such promiscs having been made. : S
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‘ S , N S ~ , L Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
8. The failure of contractors to complete bridges and culverts undertaken by » 18% Apil 1868' ' ‘

" them has arisen entirely from thei : \ :
eir want of kn , . ‘ . ‘
~nowledge of such work, and their : From the Chairman of the Planters’ Association, South Wynaad, to His Excellency Lord NAPIER - P

‘ N " in Council, Governor of Madras Presidency. \ . !

inability Fo spare time to give it the necessary supervision, not from inad
rates, which are very greatly in excess of those at which :vork‘ bla eql'mcy o ; e, t ’ iation i ‘ - g
departmgntally. - Itisimpossible to give rates sufficiently hi can be ca.l‘rled out 1: We, the Membe.rs .of the P.lanters Ass.ocmtlon in So?th Wyn'aad, beg to.call the earnest ok
management, want of precaution, and bad ently }_gh to cover mistakes of attention of your Lordship in Council to the serious loss and inconvenience to which we are sub- o ;
» and bad manufacture of materials~contingencies - jected by the present unfinished and impassable state of the Tambracharry Ghaut. ‘ ' L,
o » o

N . - 2. Wemay at once state we have no wish in this petition to censure the efforts made by
‘ Captain Kennedy, the Officer in charge, but it is clearly obvious, when reviewing the work accom-
: plished during the last eight years, that under the present system there is very little prospect og ‘
: the work being completed for many years to such an extent as to relieve us from the serious . . *
w to contend with in despatching our Coffee to the coast. : .-

Which can scarcely fail to happen when the contractors have n .

sftor T I oﬂ“; . de 1(111s ance after com plainjng that terms were inadequate 'tild ;

eractors, vathes gt a,nll(lloee asked, that the coutragt should be given upq thé’c‘on- ’

of the w,'ork ¢ | lio’ engaged a gentleman ¢ undertake tho Supel‘h;tendenco
at a monthly salary, and a promise of half the profits ; making it

reasonable to pre: . .
thomsel presume that the previous failure to secure profits was believed b
mselves to arise from defective and inexperienced supervision.” crevet ™y
ision,

b " difficulties we have no ‘
8. We are aware that Captain Kenvedy is very sanguine that the upper portion of the

ghaut will be finished this season, (that is, sufficiently t> admit of a bandy passing its entire -

length,) but we most respectfully warn your Lordship in Council in particular in calculating on ‘

this (we are compelled to say) too sanguine an expectation, that portion, viz., to the foot of
- the upper acclivity, the completion of which was promised by your Lordship when in Wynaad to be

rendered passable for bandies by the end of 1867 is not yet finished, and will not be for a long
time to come, and as a further illustration of this point we would refer to the oonKuth bridge,

s

¢
e

9. Of cou}se the M lali
, emorialists have far better 1
‘ ‘ _ . _ means of arriving 3 g
cost of transport of their crops than I can have; but I think1 tzliaﬁ)z;dthle avcl:aoe
1ave been

- stated that the ton spok
poken of by them refer . ¢
estates, but to that after the Czﬁ‘ee has be }S n(?t to the weight as sent off from the * which was promised for the monsoon of 1866, but which is yet not more than half completed. We , J,
shipping; the bushel of Coffee, as it lea Lttlll prepared at the coast and is ready for :‘ must now place before your Lordship a fair statement of the loss and difficulties we have been this ) !
a vest : | ) . . .. L1
56 bushels to the ton; it take,s llOWevereSg;e estate, weighs 40 pounds, and so runs ; year subjected to—difficulties which the larger crop of next season will materially enhance. b
weight after being prepared ,The . y 92 bushels of the samo to produce that ; 4. It may be fairly estimated that the crop secured this season in South Wynaad represents |
. 01 1 3 ) - \ . . 0 N ; s -
\Vynaa d has bee?l taken from Vil npamson. of distance between north and south i ' (without native Cofee, the quantity of which it is at present difficult to determmg) fully 2,000 tons. :
former case has beon estimatod fr ythery, while I fancy the cost per ton in the ' : \1 , 5. From this must be deducted 200 tons estimated as the crop of Teriout, which has been :
g 13 om a pa ot A : o ) N
Ghaut, and therefore most accessible: I:l ?t of the district, the nearest to the Peria - P despatched down an abandoned ghaut in preference to that of Tambracherry. !
been taken into computati iy ¢j and 1o the latter , the more distant estates have : ) o * 6. The average rates ruling this season for the transport of our Coffee to the  coast from ; :
P ion, © average rate at which Coffec hag been carried Wynaad to Calicut, a distance of 40 miles, may be calculated at Rupces 60 per ton ; and assuming e
. the Coffee is despatched, (of which we cannot but entertain serious doubts,) this f

that the whole of
8,000.

. on 1,800 tons shows a total outlay of Rupees 1,0 7 ‘ N
N 'w. In North Wynaad on the contrary, owing to the partial completion of the Peria Ghaut, -

fr01.n Vyther)f and its neighbourhood has been between 6 and 7 Anna
taking t}}e higher rate, this would give about Rupees. 40 t ® per bushel ;
average is doubtless raised by the cost from conside:-ably - ton,d £ that the
» . . ) grea er i‘ b . . - 4 . .
would I fa'ucy be also the case in North Wynaad were the same mode O;t’mc.es, >as ‘ ; the cost of transport to the coast, or shipping port of Tellicherry, (the distance being 12 miles
adopted ; indeed from the rates given for carts to the coast, T am n t estimato | greater than from Vythry to Calicut,) has not exceeded Rupees 25 per ton from the Dindamul -
. . e ) ot sur : , ; o A o
;nteszilnla’glng th? rate per ton, the Memorialists have not inadvertentl}:3 :élgth]el;i , ‘ Valley, or say on 1,800 tons, Rupecs 45,000, thug showing a loss entailed by us of Rupees 63,000
nto the error of confounding the ton as it leav ) ‘ n e ‘ his season alone. . h ‘
es the . this seaso ‘ ‘
cured ; the cost between the zwo being as between 56 es?tc:) and as it is when 8. Wo have stated that the Range Officer is sanguine that the ghaut will be passable for )
case in which ‘more than 12 Annas pe: bushel has be an' 9~.' Iscan hear of no : "~ . carts this season, but we tLink it neccssary to point out to your Lordship what such completion -
. . en given in South Wynaad.. ; ' ps fected : ’ ; - :
consequently, in giving an average co T o ynaads Ily means, even if it bo effected. |
st of . . really » BT . :
the ton of Coffee shipp%d - whil e:ither " Rl'lp ees 60, it must be that it refers to 9. Of the lower portion, the first mile and a half is apparently completed to its full width
or else he ton a5 decpat 71 e 1e average for North Wynaad is too IOW, . ! o and partially mctalled. From this point to the head of the ghaut, (if we except the portions that
It am;: s p Cl? rom the cstates has been taken into consideration ? were simplo earth-work,) the road is not more than from 8 to 10 feet in width. Thus, even ‘
thine Jik ercc. 1n my surmise the comparison between the two districts 18 not . should Captain Kennedy carry out his professions, and render the upper part passable, it will only
lng e so disadvantageous to South Wynaad as cstimated by the M 1 'an ) ' ‘ be as s bridle-road, not even half completed, dangerous for carts, and therefore not leading to i
: ) v ¢H10r1a11sts, ' . ‘, those great and desirable results which have been so loug and anxiously looked for.” 7 . :
‘ 10. When, therefore, we consider that to produce even this it has taken no less than eight ' % 3
are justified in earnestly petitioning Government to call on the Range Officer o

JRON? S,

L_,,\\L

10, I have thought it my duty to make these remarks, but

.U

at the same time

I beg to say that I do so in no spirit of epposition to thé wishes of ¢} Memoriali ' ' ‘ © years, we fecl that we
10 Blemorialists, : ‘ ;0 adopt other and more speedy means to complete this most beneficial undertaking. .

| | for I should be iny too glad to see really experienced and com tent ! ! ' ' i
coming forward with tenders for work in the district s but b npeten C‘mtlaCt.Ors \ a . 11. - That such means are obtainable we respectfully submit, and we would urge on the E
"I should be justified in forwardinrr on such a d ? u_ ecause I do not thlI‘lk - ] - Government the advisability of authorizing and instructing: Captain Ke‘nnedy to offer portions of ol
. ccuniary demand ; 1 g.on such a document sﬂenf]y, when so large a v . the ghaut on contract, at rates sufficiently remunerative to .mduce practical men to undertake the )
p- Ary and 13 soug 1t to be made on grounds of which I am yepared to ~ k—a course which has not hitherto been adopted. It will most probably Le argued by Captain L
- ~dispute the validity. : prel i ; ' ;’g;medy that although he has let out contracts on the plateau, the work done has been but :,’
) r" : . _ slr;\", zm(,i nob answering to his cxpectations ; b\ft we would most respectfully submit to your Lord- /1
ghip, that although contracts for sowe of the bridges and culveits on thfa platefxu have becn taken,
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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Public VWorks Depariment,

18 April 18€8

and the work partially executed, the rates sanct;
that we can scarcely look forward to any extension
proportionately remunerative rates are offered.

12. In conclusion, we would respectfull
best consideration.

PRSP

oned for such work have proved so inadequate,
of the ghaut-work by these means, unless more

y urge on your Lordship to give our statement your

No. 265. - ORDER THEREOYN, 18th A;il 1868, No. 1,164.
- CIVIL WORKS, No. 35. M 1. ‘The Planters"Ag)sociati.on of
South Wynaad represent the incon-

venicnce to which its members are
subjected in consequence of the non-completion of the Tambracherry Ghaut in time
to allow the Coffee crop of South Wynaad of this season to be convgyed to the
coast by that route on carts, and, disclaiming any desire to impute blame to the
Officer in charge, the Association attributes the backwardness of the works to tho
system on which they are carried on, and recommends that they be given out .
on contract at such enhanced rates as will induce parties to take them up and com-
plete the ghaut in the speedicst possible manner.

2. On asimilar complaint by Messrs. Parry & Co., as the Agents of tho
Southern-India Coffee Company (Limited}), of the slow progress of this as well as
other ghauts leading into Wynaad, and of the roads on the plateau, the Govern-
ment, taking into consideration the magnitude of the operations on the extensive
series of works that had been simultaneously undertaken for the accommodation of
the Planters, and looking to the difliculties that have been encountered, were of
opinion that the progress which had been made could not be considered unsatis-
factory. The Government are still of that opinion, but nevertheless, though
confident that Captain Kennedy will not spare any exertion to bring the ghaut to
completion and to open it to wheel traflic at the carliest possible date, Ilis Excel-
Jeney in Council will not object to any part of the work being entrusted to contrac-
tors if any can be found to come forward to undertake it at reasonable rates.

3.  With a view to the satisfaction of the Planters the Government have
determined to send at a convenient time to the spot a special Officer whose duty
it will be to confer with Captain Kennedy and with the Members of the Planters’
Association, to make to Government a report on the state. and prospects'of tho
works, and {o suggcsf any means which he m.ay deem adwsal?le for secum}g the
desired object beyond all doubt, viz., the opening of the ghaut in some practlcab.le
form for cart traffic before the commencement of the next export season. .Captam
Mullins, of the Royal Enginecrs, will be requested to ur.ldertake the duty in ques-
tion, and, in order to this, he will proceed to the spo.t indJ un? or July when, the
fover season being over, the climate of the Wynaad will be sufficiently l-lealthy.

4. In embracing this resolution the Goverrfment,.however,. deflre tczi mirk
their high sense of the spirit and perseverance with which Captain Kennedy has
ork involving an unusual degree of Iabpr and dapger to health.

( True Extract.)
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colouel, R. E,, ‘

Secretary to Government.

prosecuted aw

To the Chairman of the Planters’ Association, South Wynaad. /

To Captain Kennedy. . ) {
+» Captain J. Mullins, R. E. J

Exd. E. R. Bantleman.
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