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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, |

16¢h April 1868. : ‘

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the

Revenue Department :—

Communicating report by the Collector o . .
North Arcot on the results of the settlement (Here enter 6th April 1868, No, 908.)

of the Wallajah Talook.

Orprr THEREON, 16th April 1868, No. 1,144,

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 31.

Communicated to the Superintends
ing Enginecr of the 4th Division,
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(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A, OBR, Colonel, R. E,,
‘ Secretary to Governments
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1, . Proceedzno's of the Madras Government, Revenue Department ‘"*’(
; Lo 6th April 1868. - .
- - %
} o No. '180. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th March 1868
. ’ E . No. 2,266. o
. Read the following letter from the Collector of North Arcot to the Secretary to the Board of ‘i
5 b ' Rewenue, dated on Circuit at Chendragherry, 13th March 1868, No. 74 :— . ]
‘ \ 1' .. 1. Having just completed the settlement of the Wallajah Talook, the rlchest and most popu-~ Er
. : : Y " lous tract in the district, a report of results may not be out of place as bearing on the question of i
: L . e the General Revenue for the year.
S "~ 2. The area of the talook is 512 square mlles, with a population 0f 191,850, being 375 to the
SN square mile.
. 3. Of this population, 129,000 are Agricultural, and 62,700 Miscellancous, The Revenuo is
o ‘ ‘ - paid by 21,697 Puttahdars in the proportions shown below:— ‘
N ' S : - Classification of Puttahs.
(' : ; 4 : No. of Puttah- -
) ot : ’ : Classification. ) dars. e
4o . B
iy . -
b :' T Paying below Rupees 1,000 ... ... .o v e 43
B ) , Do.. o 2607 L e e 343
o 1 g Do. w100 . e e e | 1,088 o
\ ' BN ‘ . Do.’ BO vee e e e e 6,659
v ! ~ , = o T |, Do . 10 i ve e e el 18,562 ‘
L 1 ) 4 21,607 -
Pos - S . - - X! -
- 1;;;;‘;:___‘ - LPopulation, o
e o Agricultural.. o e e e e e .. 120111 i
p - ; . Miscellaneous... ... ... oo oo eee eee oo 62,740 . BN
) : . L Total population... 191,851 - e U
‘ ‘ " 4. Thus in this the most highly developed talook in the district, the great bulk of the agri- .
: cultural section are a mere laboum peasantry, absolutely dependenb on the out-turn of the season )
o . for their daily subsistence. 7
‘ ' ‘ * 5. In the subjoinod table are shown the entire cultivable area of the talook, the proportion
. X ‘ o occupied and proportion actually cultivated during the year under report, with its revenue as com-
. s pared with the average of Land Revenue receipts of the past five years.
5:7 Under Ryots Actual cultiva- BAv_er:}ge Pe;'--
; Total Ayacut. | holdings for Fusly | tion in Fusly elng-m- centage
1277. 1277. Cuang | .. lofoccu-
f }:vastel Differ~ pied
‘ﬂ charged | ence
Ttem. L ) N | |andactual) of Co- :f;iie )
f; - Extent inl Assess- [Extent in| Assess- Ex;;lelnt Assess- fiuolgizs; 71?:3% Ryots’|
Acres. | ment. Acres. | ment. |4 | ment. past five| po‘id-
: years. ngs.
!
;sg ﬁi" 1 2 3 | 4 5 6 | 7 | 8 9 | 10
i 1' Pupjah  ...| 129,529 [1,53, 007 | 71,775 |..83,196/58,070| 72,561} ......
1 ¥ Nunjah 61,233 2, 97 600 | 48,0639 (2,40,91432,638 1,73,736‘
K b ! |
3 ; 190,762 (4,50,607 | 120,414 3,26,110l90,7081*2,46,297 3,36,38( ’J0,0SSj 203
% i ~ :
'#N,B.—This includes the sccond crop assessment in two crop lands and the amount of Shavi.
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} and ¢¢ out of repair’’ are exhibited in the sub)

GOVERNMENT. PRIVATE. DESABUNDAM.

Particulars of Irrigation. In In dis- In Indis-'| In In dis-
T i . order. order. order, order. | order. order.
TADKS woe oo v enr ene aer ees 394 45 10 ... . 33 1
River channels wee wer wer o ?)3 . 02 ........ UVPREE RO RSO
Spring ditto ... .o e e e 30 20 | veenes [TV U T |
flAnicuts e e e e lg 9 ............ TR B .
Mipor drsiosorwees ol PP A | T S|
‘ w2 | 76| osso| 9s9] 83| .1
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Proceeding; of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
6th April 1868. '

v

- 8. The subjoined Statement gives the particulars of remissions under all heads so far as
these have yet been scttled. There are still large Shavi claims to be dealt with which can only be
gettled as the fields are inspected and the ascounts verifizl.
may, however, be pretty nearly set down at Rupees 47,630. | As set off against this, there will bo
the revenue from land cultivated after the accounts were closed for the J ummahbundy; and from
such further cultivation, wet and dry, as may have been made under the encouraging change
which teok place in January, and the favourable terms offered in the Government Orders cited in
Dated 3156 Docomber 1867, No 3048, n¢ margin, T had boped there would have been larger results

‘ from the two latter causes; but it does not appear likely that the
whole amount of such prospective revenuc in the talook will exceed Rupees 13,000, The

Ryotwary revenue of the talook for the year may thus be set down in round numbers a Rupeos
2,02,900, and falls short of the five years average (Rupees 3,27,800) by Rupees 1,24,900.

Particulars of remission gfantcdfor lands in the Ryots holding.

Punjah. Nunjah. ) TotAa.l.

. o RS, - EBS. RS.
WASEE  or ver eee e eee eee e e 10,480 57,705 68,194
Paldi oo ver Ceen e omee e e 748 ' 3,684 4,432
Stalacummi or Shamlat Bunjar ... ... ... 1,398 5,789 7:187
Shavi e “es vt oo reu wee “en “en ‘ 181 917 ) 11098
Bhoganashti ... .o e eee e o ‘ Lo 7,853 | 7,553
e | 12,816 75,648 88,4064

ﬂ ' . S 77 Balamce ..l .. 2,387,646
Average settied Deriz of past five years exclusive of remissions of all kinds . ... 3,27,892

Decrease ... 90,246 '

" % Thus if the loss under all heads of purely Ryotwary revenuo ascertained and prospective
be summed up, it will amount to 38 per cent. on the average Ryotwary revenue of the talook.

8. 1T should mention that the figures thus brought into comparison do not give an entirely

accurate result, as in ordinary seasons remissions under all heads are but sparingly given, whereas

in the year of which I speak the indulgence has been absolute. I am here speaking of the-

Ryotwary Revenue derived from land actually caltivated, as the Jummahbundy accounts are not
yob closed and the income from other sources has yet t? be ascertained.

"9, Tho several sources of irrigation, public and private, with the proportion “in repair’”
joined table:—

10. The two anicuts over the Palar and Ponney rivers feed many of the larger tanksin the

talook. The latter river had only slight freshes in the month of August, and the tanks Qcpendent

upen this anieut were thus far short of their ordinary complement Qf water.

The allitional loss under this head :

.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment; ‘
6th April 1868 2

11. The large Caveripauk tank which is fed from the Falar anicut and should contain ‘14
months water, received only 24 months’ supply. ‘ :

12. Tho stock of water in this tank when Isaw it in the middle of February, would not, it
was calculated, last with the ubmost economy for more than three wecks, and even then the stand-
ing crop wag suffering from scanty irrigation. The old farmers about the neighbourhood told me
that they had not scen the tank so low at that season for the last twenty-five years. N

13, The largo tanks of Sholinghﬁr and Kodakal which have near failed since they were con-
nected with the Ponney Anicut works were, when Isaw them last month, so low, that a }arg.g
breadth of standing crop will probably never attain maturity. ‘ A

14. The Poondy and other tanks dependent on the Palar anicut were even worse supplied, )
and probably at the most favourable computation did not contain more than one-fourth of their com-
plemant of water. Asmay be supposed, the rain-fed tanks were even in a worse flight. I never
‘remember the springs in the wells so low as they now are at any time of the scason during the eight

years and upwards I have been officially connected with the distriet.

. 15, The rain-fall during each month of the year is given below. Compared with the average
of the five previousyears, it was only two-thirds of the fall of ordinary years.

] Average | CoMPARISON BETWEEN
‘ - .. | Amount of | amount of { coLruNs 2 AxD 3.
N Month, = . rain-fallin | rain-fall :
T ‘ 1867-68. |duringlast| y . D
) five years, | 1neTease. cerease.
= S B 3 14 :
1867, ‘ ‘ T Incheg. Inches. Inches.. Inches.
April v Ceee e e el e L2 I 96
)3 £ O 72 11y .. -39
JULe ... sen ees e ase een ommewerd <18 2-8 e ennaee 2-G2
July e e e e e e e e 5 319 181 .......
AUGUSE.e  wve eer e wer o sne eenowe 542 653 111
Scptember e wee seene e e e 454 4 K2 75 R
OCtobOr  wen  cen wer sev ewe | asn e 2:36 T8 | e 534
November ene “ee “or .es ' Iy} see 1‘9‘8 () . vetarnnes - 4.2
Decomber ... .ee oo . 212 L% S 1-42
‘ 1868. . 202 ol
TANUATY  cve een wes cer serwne e : 3 3581 s,
February ..o ceos ene s wve wee e erensees T O 67
| Total... 26-24 5676 591 1613

16. The rain-fall I may mention is registered at Wallajapet, but it was so partial and irregu-
lar in its distribution, that this figure is not true of the northern and western parts of the talook
where the showers are much lighter and less continuous. Thus for instance, the rain in January
which fell heavily for two days in' the neighbourhood of Wallajapet took the form of light fiying
showers in that part of the talook which lics north of the line of Railway.

17. 1In those parts of the talook where the January rains were heaviest, much standing cfoﬁs,
particularly that growing in web land, which would inevitably have perished, was saved. The
tanks, ag more or less favourably circumstanced, received fresh supplies varying from ten days to’
two months, and all the better class well lands were put under raggy and cholum erop. But 'even
in these more favourcd parts the results of tlﬁs renewed industry will fall far short of what might
at first have been anticipated, s o large proportion of the water thus unexpectedly obtained waé
required to bring the then perishing crop to some sort of maturity, and the season was too far
advanced to make it safe to embark on fresh agricultural enterpriscs on an extended scale.

A good deal of Manakattai paddy (a 3% monthscrop) has been put down, and under the larger and
. &
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. ' f " Proceedings of the Madras Gmf' ’ — ‘
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, i - e 6th April 1868. -
i ¢ o . . R i 5
€th April 1863. . i . rc here will ”
? -~ 4 have yet been undertaken in this talook. fT 1lotment &5
. . {4 22. No works of a remedial chara,cbel.' t month under the regular heads of aliov g T
~ better supplied wells gome fair crops of cholum and raggy may be cut; but I do not anticipate { ) 2. oo, sum available for expenditure nefx mb S eseary to sapplement the means 0
that these grains, when they do come to market, will c¢ffect any marked influence on the prices 3 ; ¢ a conside d it may not, therefore, be '
. ’ . . . A PN 3 Budget of 1868-63, and 1
which may then be ruling. To give the Board some idea of the comparative value of the several | HE in tllloe ent from special funds. S
sources of irrigation in such an exceptional season as I now speak of, T subjoin a table showing the : empioy : tion of Government. :
Proportionate per-centages of waste to actual cultivation in holdings under each class of water j A Submitted for the ;gqu'mfif e -
supply: - . ; . ’ *
—_— i1 1868, No. 908. -
Whether ’ ' ) h No. 131. OrpER THEREON, 6th Apri o Department Public
1. Nunjah or . Sources of Irrigation. Per-centare H L — Communicated to the Dep: .
Punjah, Ab . X > Miscellaneous. g " Works. . Ty ’
_— L “,
) Nunjab. Under purely river channels ... R T ' 81 3 ' ~ “ " (True Extract.) .
o Do. Do. spring do. .. .. .. .. .. . 173 . P - S ; * .
. Do, Tanks and river or spring channel jointly irrigated .., . . | 343 T : . A ’
3 Do. Tanks dependent upon anicut or river channels.., .. .. l 10 ,’ : : re g
5 Do. Rain-fed tanks west of the talook ... ... 42 . g o .
o Do. _ Do. east of do. T T, ! 23 ! e an
: : Punjah. | Punjah waste in the western part. of the talook ... .. o e 50 P .t 2 i L
: o Do. Do. do.  eastern do. e aee | 31 1 '/’ e L L L .
o , . . X PR N - . ? ) P - . :
3 S ) 18. The fol.lvomng Meniorandum exhibits the average yield of crops raiseq under the several H oM a;r ! ~ f'%/ : “ !
- sources of irrigalion above referred to:— - P v . v - . Tt
- . ! s e R N N W i
; , “ _ ——— 1 ¢ T - - - ‘:f’ )
.- Tteni. Description of crops raised. Average of the usug] out-turn 3 ) ‘{ oAb N
. — . :
, Punjoh.  Samaloo... ... ... .. .. .| i
] Deo. Arika ... oL L L Between yne-e1ziith ana one-tourtp, T . - - N
- A DOG %15%141}3}3)6"' ST I SR Bg’ T R ’ : fa ,1 © 7 U0 BhG DUBIW Uz averassuve 't & |
; w4, d ene cae e ere ree cas . L. . v . '
Do. | Oil Seeds ... .. .- 0 T T _ o L}, the Public Works Departmen R p
' Do. | NatRagay .o oo ... .. | Ono-half, S . S ? - A A ( LA
Do. Punjah Raggy ... .., ... ..|No cultivation this year, ‘ S ' o ~og o P
Do. Gingelly-oil sceds... ... ... .. One-sixteenth, L < i - 4 '
Do. | Red-gram ... .. ... ... ..| One-fourth. it . -
Do. Lorse-gram ... ... ... .. .. Onc-sixteenth. o . M PN . N - !
. — e v ] , ‘ - - :’,) s ‘ S = ey
: Average... ...| Three-sixteenths. , 1 : * - o . S A
Nunjah. | Under River channel ... ... ...| One-half the produce. : . i1 : " iy
K . Do. s Wellso, 0 L0 L L Do. k] ) .
i y Do s Gohuts* ... ... ... .| One-third. ' ;
\ . »»  Tanks.. .. .. ... .. Generally one-fourth, in some parts still legs, : N
- - ——— e PN
. Average... ...| Six-sixteenths. .
D 3
* Spring channels, T P
19. The sanitary state of the talook has beea below its ordinary standard. I have not the B \ ) 3 %
Mortuary Returns by me to refer to, but cholera mostly of a sporadie type broke out in differont b 2 1
parts of it, and small-pox has been, and in fact still is, very general. Cattle discase is spreading, - i ; : ’ §’
and the mortality from murrain in its various forms has been very considerable. In the village i . .
of Nagavedee, in the neighbourhood of Arconum, 170 head of farm stock have died within the Jagt. | ; * ; £
two months, _ l ! T L ‘ :
20. Pasturage.—The J anuary rains did much for the pasturage, and it i3 expected that with . b i ‘ R
withered crop and the straw in stock there will be a middling supply of food for the cattle of thig R
talook for two months to come, , !
21. The regular farm scrvants will not, as far as I could learn, be discharged, but as the [ .
grain perquisites which form part of their remuneration depend on the out-turn of their employer's. ; T
crops, they. will hold their places on reduced wages. The disasters of the season will fall moro - Exd. S. T. Aungustin.
heavily on the hireling labourer whose employment depends on the greater or less activity of agri- P
cultural operations, and on the peasant farmer who tills his own little holding for the subsistence of f ‘ -
himself and family, - o ' o é
!; B +
. i v .
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