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roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, . .
o 0 11k January 1867, -

C e :
E S
-

IS

- 'i; S .‘ S Rgéd the l‘fo‘llowingz pé,pers —, o
" No. 205. - -Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India, .
: (Railway), to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor in Coun- : o
- - el Fort Saint .Ggorge, dated India Office, London, 24th November 1866, .
1. I.have had under consideration in Council your Excelléncy’s " Des-
patchés,- Nos. 41 and 43, of the'22nd qu 25th August last, relative to the amount
of control to be exercised by the Government Consulting Engineer over proposed .
changes in Railway rates and fares within the mazima of the sanctioned scales.

L

. .

o2 There is no doubt that the meaning of the language of the Despatches

) ’ é,ddréséed to your Government on this subject by Sir Charles Wood was, that after

the maxima were fu;ed, no change should be made without the concurrence of the

- Consulting Engineer, and it does not seem desirable that the authority thus vested

_'in that Officer should, for the present, be withdrawn. At the same time, I would

‘ recommend that the power should be sparingly exerciséd. The Railway Company’s

Agent has special facilities for observation, which ought apparently to make him a

very competent judge of rates and fares, and if he suggests a change in the scale,

" of which the Consulting Engineer does not approve, the safest way of testing the

_ merits of the suggestion would seem to be to allow the change to be temporarily

"made. This course might, I think, be advantageously adopted in the case parti-

cularly referred to in the Despatches from your Government now underreply. The . -°

Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway Company, under instructions from

his Directors, desires, instead of merely reducing the second-class fare from 8 pies to T
8, to. abolish the intermediate fare altogether, and to have nothing between the
present first-class fare of 1 anna 6 pies and the present third-class fare of five pies.
“The Agent and the Directors appear to be as confident that this measure would be
a SUCCESS, as the Consulting I*Engineer is that it would prové a failure, and neither
side can be expected to ?,lter 1 opinion unless the experiment be tried. By actual
trial, however, the question Woulfi in a short time be settled conclusively, unless,

. jndeed, the result should be the still more satisfactory one of convincing both parties -
that some compromise between their respective proposals would be preferable to

the exact adoption of either. L Ny
'+ Endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for Ra{levayS, dated Madras, 3rd January
ST ; 1867, No. 1:m B oF _

‘ Nc;; 206. - From the Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway, to the Consulting Engineer h

.

for Railways, dated Negapatam, 29th December 1866, No. 2,239. . .

A s

1. The Secretary of this Company has forwarded to me copyr of a Despatch he has received

from the India Oﬂicé,r relat§ve to changes of rates and fares in the maximum scale sanctioned by

. @overnment. N e _
‘ 9. “From this I gather that while Lord Cranborne does. not think it advisable that the ‘ ..

ty vested in the Consulting Engineershould, for the present, be withdrawn, he is at the same

that the proposed alteration of fares, which is particularly the subject of the more

ndence, should be permitted to be made experimentally. " . Co

1

e guthori ves
", time of opinion
: jmmediate ¢OTrespo '
T B copy of this PeSPat.c b will d oubtless hq,ve been furnished to the Madras Government,
obliged by your informing me if Government sanction my carrying out the arrangement .

referred to in mY letter to you of the 2Gth June last, No. 2,068.- = * - - .
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