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: Wl’l‘ucg’edlﬂgs of the Madras G overnment, Pubjic Works Department,
] ; “ " 18th March 186T. |

No. 304.  Read the following letter from the Controller of Public Works Accounts, |
to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,

R 12th March 1867, No. 4,126:— - , ‘ B
; , "1, With reference to paragraph 2 of G. O. of the 9th instant, No. 718, I beg
,q ' to explain, it was not my ;ntention to keep up in this Ofiice Registers of works

executed by contract only, but Registers of all works estimated to cost above Rupees
2,500, whether given out on contract or executed by departmental agency, and
by making frequent comparisons With the sanctioned rates and those prevailing in
the districts, according to the Superintending Engineers’ Returns, this Office would
have been in a position to send timely information to those officers of any estimate
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being much exceeded. ‘

2. Registers of works estimated to cost more than Rupees 2,500, as far as I
could ascertain, had not been maintained in Range Offices with that regularity which,
if any importance is to be attached to these documents, is absolutely necessary. I
gathered also that the duty, when performed, was done merely as a form, and not
with a view to its being a matter of first importance in the carrying out of a large
project, and I therefore deemed it advisable to rclieve the Range Officers at once of
... . thisxresnonsihility, and have the whole of the work done here by one Office, which

B P SR

-has no out-o “door or other professional duty to attend to.

3. The cost of the Establishment for this purpose asked for by meis, I
regret to find, objected to by the Government ; but under the explanation no.w
submitted, I trust this matter will be re-considered. If Progress Reports are regis-
! tered in the manner proposed by me, no doubt the information required to prepare
E ‘ a register in the form laid down in the Manual will be forthcoming when called for,
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. but then thisis only likely to be the case affer an estimate has failed altogether to
: answer the purpose for which it was sanctioned ; whereas by the arrangements 1
’ hiad submitted for consideration, it was intended to give timely notice both to the

: - Government and the Superintending Engincers of any work in progress likely to
exceed its sanctioned cost. With the Establishment I have at present, I cannot
: undertake the duty of checking the rates, and it is therefore to little or no use that
officers seud in here half-yearly returns of the prices of lubor and materials - in their
districts, or even abstracts of estimates above Rupees 2,500 but if this Office be
; placed in 8 position to assist the executive branch in this matter, I fecl confident tho
\ outlay now proposed to effect this would be.very' soon recovered by the better
supervision it could maintain over the expenditure in progress. - -

p——————

No. 393. OgrpEr THEREON, 18th March 1867, No. 822. ‘
- 1. The Government see no reason
o ACCOUNT, No. 58. ~ tomodify their Order of the Oth instant,
: . . No. 718. '
o 9 Theduty of keeping vp Registers of works, in accordance with the Manual,

" is entrusted throughout India to the Executive officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment, and the Establishments attached to the Ranges of this Presidency having been
fixed with due regard to the work devolving upon them under the new system of
accounts, the Super'mtendipg Engineers should impress upon Rango Officers the .
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