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R Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works De artm
E : P ent,

“13th March, 1867.

.No. 289, Read the folloﬁing Proceqdings of the Madras Government in the
. : - 7 Revenue Department -t - '

Requesting the Collector to convey to Mr. Over-
; ! bury the thanks of Government for the efficient -
- manner 1n which he performed the special dut ) T
! entrusted to him of relieving the destifute | = . . - *

trict, and desiring the Board of Revenue to
call on the Collector to submit a scheme for
opening up that talook gradually by means of
district foads. :

poor of the Col egal Talook, Coimbatore Dis- >(Ilere enter 8th March 1837, No. 579.)

— -

. c N ’ ) . oo .
Ne. 290, - .+ OrpEr toEREOY, 13th March 1867, No. 769,
- | . LOCAL FUNDS, ;s o Commueeg o -
' ' ' , No. 29, - . _Cor?mumcated to the Superintend.
il 1Worre Ing Engineer of the'7th Division,

, ‘(True Ex.tract.) . _
_ (Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, L. E,

Secrotary ¢ Governmens,

To the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division,
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PO . P}'oceerling: of .the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .
N » - ., 8[/‘ 4‘[(11‘0}1 1867'

o ———

) | . No. 153. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, d;ted 26th
.- : February 1867, No. 1,183, ) :

S . | . ' Read the following letter from the Collector of Coinibatore, to the Secretary to |
_ : . ' the Board of Revenue, dated 2nd February !°47, No, 39:— " .

1. - I have the honor to inform you that Mr, Overbury returned from Colleral
in the middle of Noyembqr, and about the end of that month proceeded to the NZiI-
gherries on privilege leave. He was to have appeared here on the 21st ultimo for

} ‘ -~ examination, but did not do so, as heis unwell with fever contracted in Collecg]
o : and has been recommended by Doctor Furnell, Medical Officer at Ootacamund - t(; -
B . ‘the Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals at Trichinopoly, for sick certificate f,rom
20th idem. IIis services on special'-dut’y in. this district may now be dispensed
with. : Lot ,

2. I beg to forward a report received from him- regarding his operations in
Collegal for the relief of the destitute poor, and the prospective condition of the
talook. SRR AU :

3. Ttis satisfactory to observe that no death? from actualAstarv"'ation took
place. The poor of all classes suffered much ; but in addition to the works unde.
L T : n taken by Government, viz., thd repair of roads, the well-to-do residents. i the

T el : - talook came forward and contributed liberally for their support. There seems to

.- j o have been an abundance of grain in the country, and an active export of it to hthe
T .- : ; - 7777 - s _gastern p rts of Mysora where the ragey crops had been short. - . -

M 4. " -ewant of roads in the talook will be in part met by the Great - frung -
Road vii the Burgoor ghaut, which isnow in activg;*;ogress; This road will 20
L : - right through the talook and prove of great benefit toit. .

' : ) ] P s L . 5. On the subject of small-pox, the Deputy Superintendent of Vacéination has
been addressed, and I hope that ere many months have elapsed, he will commencep
| opcrations in the talook, with a strong body of Vacci‘nz‘n.‘tors. :

Q 6. 'The present condition of the talook iy satisfactory. The raing have been
i

-

i abundant, and the crop is a good one. b ' ‘
o 7. Mr.. Overbury undertook his duties in Collegal with zeal, ang carried

them out to my satisfaction. My only regret is that, in their execution, he has
contracted fever, which has obliged him to apply for sick leave, .

onmm——

Mot i -

From the Assistant Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting Collector of Coimbatore, dateq 20th
’ #”  November 1866. ~ :

T aem eteat & e

In compliance with the instructions conv-eycd to me by the Colle.ctor, desiring me to Proceed
’ to Collegal for the purpose of instituting special measures for the relief of the famine, I have ti

o honor to inform you that I left Mettoopolliem on the 12th August, and travelling through portic N
i of the Coimbatore and Suttimungalum Talooks and‘ part of BIysoFe, I reached Collegal op i 24?:
i oust. ‘

A“a‘;; visit extended over the months of Scptember and October.

: , 1. Inowbeg to lay before you my report on the state of the Coll.ega.l Talook, mentjon

casures taken for the relicf of the starving poor. . _

; | to the stteof the Northern . 2. Leaving Mettoopolliem, the

Lo Pamgr phs .211 :giéhalxh:f:v:ﬁe;, :u;'ﬁr the Collegal Talook  8kirts at the” foot of the N eilghen-y

Taloohs LT By follows the course of the Bhowany

‘ o A . ‘ : durirg the famine. .- ‘
It passes through' thinly populated and low jungle country, Agyy

) ing the
special m
line of road
Hius) lnd
85 far g

el e o : Suttimungalum. is Season
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3
84 March 1867. , .

th . .
at th°_ north-we.st monsoon fairly set in, and that the apprehensions entertained by the ryots
°°n0€]l'gmg the failure of their crops were removed. . '
distar - Onthe GEh St-aptembgr, I commenced a tour of the talook, travelling a3 far as Martelli, a
the‘solc?hOff?rty mxleg in an easterly direction,; and as far a3 Pylur, a distance ©
of Am\:r -C “]de eﬂl‘.CtS of the unusual drought were most visible in the large raggy-growing districts
In the t. kOW hel.h. and I\ong}Tarc_lli, and in the grazing districts of Maptulli and Lokanhalli.
named aln s 3:11:1 wells, there was barely enough water for drinking purpose, and in the two last-
places the water, which was of a most filthy descripti ik inhabi
and the cattle. y description, was ghared alike by the inhabitants
17. In the parts of th Loy A : .
ibabitants. 10 parts of the talook which I visited, I saw no villages wholly deserted by 1ts
their wa f. ;re and there a fow houses were temporarily shut up, and the owners were begging
7 from door to door, uatil the rains should enable them to commence ploughing their lands
and sowing their crops. e -

Loss of Cattle, 18. Ia consequence of the want of pasture

and water, the cattle disease made great ravages

. tﬁi;“i::;:?eti:]fok- f:\s the owners were loath to publish their losses, it is difficult to estimate
least of tho whole ::5 ‘;{ tht'! cattle during the past season ; but I am of opinion that one-th_ird' at
among the cattle w °°mpenshed from wz.mt of subsistence and by disease. Tlfat the mortality
eye in whicherer diz:-z great, was borne witness to by the large number of remains that met the

19. After th Ct.mn 1 travelled. .

“Eighbourﬁood:); t; l‘!éms had commenced, the d.isea,se again. broke out among the cattle in the
all occasions. the ¢ Cusbah ; but as the precautions were strictly followed, -1t did not spread. On
Pyt ;T‘ owners 813d1].‘aV'a11ed themselves of the medicine prescribed by Mr. Thacker,
y to purcliase it if necsdarfs ~ ‘ . - - -
o 20. The bre.nking of the monsoon was the signal
on. The special works, on which the able-bodied poor bad
have ite ) 'f:w ta;ks are now full. of water, and the pfospect 0
than below t;ure. :‘Y some intelligent ryots that this year's crop gener

22, Onee ’;ettd of the past few years. .
vation. Ins ot the eﬁl‘ct‘s of the drought has been a slight reduction |
2 gram ero ome Pnrts.whxch the rains visited late, the scason for sowing ¥
P was substituted.

Pa
Tagraph 23 refers to the cond:tiva of the people.

for the commencement of works of culti-

been employed, were deserted. _
f tke coming crop is favorable. I
ally will be rather above

in the area of raggy culti-
agzy had passed, and

23, The class, the most numerous and influ-
ential in this talock, are the Lingites or Weavers.

'(l;it;‘;yu::ebi;"ded among themselves into a right and left hand caste, which i8 3 frf:quent cause of
trade, the wre?n them. They are a most inlustrious people, and besides Jengrossing the We;\"l!;g
Koravers. g'r;::s:r:,l: of the talook. s in their hands. The lower castes are the. lzhersoz;lmcmtx :
rese aud Tamil. an extremely ignorant and simple people. They speak 8 miX ure
minsi;i;reA;},nc:::ﬁs suffered greatly from the high pr.iccs.
become recip';ents z s;: Prforte\l l{y tho wealthy of their owd
only from the h'who c arity publicly at the Relicf I1ouses.
25. 0Og m‘o prices, but also from being throwa out of emp /
of work. T y a’;'r“'”fl: ﬂ.lese were pouring into the Cusbah from the adjacent. v
was insuﬁiciee:ea thy natives had been distributing to the poor cooked grain
%. 1n I:h y afforded, and many deserving of support were excluded. o
Witnessed so o talook, 1 saw many cases of cmaciation and of great destitution-
of the wild x‘“ poor ?001!08 unable to purchase grain, who were coppelled to boil an
0= aloe. This, they informed me, produced the most distressing effects. .
the 'C:‘:d. ;I‘ Qh e health of the population has been good. Up to the sickly scason w}uc.h begins at
vailed of Scptember, no cases of fever occurred. After that the usual amount of. sickness pre-
ed.  Small-pox appeared in ten villages in the ncighbourbood of Pylur, but the discase confined

o Lingites and Drah-

The poor of th
d not be induced to

class, and coul

The Dhers and Kora

loy on works of cultivation.
illages in gearch

daily, but relief

At Cowdelli, 1

f thirty milesin .

vers guffered not ’

Jd eat the root
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4 Proceedipg: of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,

8th March 1r67,

starvation have been re i
c : ported. Though in many cascs deaths
have. been accelerated by an insufficient and injurious dict, it does not ac;)pes.r ﬂmﬁy any one form -
of disease has been especally propagated by the late trying seasoq - '
Speci i
_ Special Works, 29 The special mengures undartaken for

the relief of the poor were of two kinds —

(1) The cstablishment of Relief Iouses.

Relief Houses,

(2.) The prosecution of useful public works,

30.. Relief Houses were opeued in Collegal, and in the villa

Cowdelli. The poor, after each

and received cooked razgy twice
sufficient quantities. -~

31. The Relief Iquseé were opened on the 16th August, and were closed on the 21§t October

. 'The total number fed was 12,062, The average cust of each meg) was 8 Pie per da .

0 - . . . ’ y

‘ 3...~ _The majority of thoge admltt:ed for relief were children, Of these, the parycnts either had

. veen out of employment, and were now engaged on famine works, or owine t’o the high pri e

. barely able to eke out & sufficiency for themselves. - ° Vel prices, wer

33. Alarge ?mportion of applicants were bezzars, who haq Crosse

In all cases prof’essu_mal begzars were excluded, and travelling

mf"a]’ and were passed on to 3 deighbourmg village, )

- .3t Inoerder o supplement the g ! ‘ .
' L praced b lay 3 osle” 3 . A
. . LYY\ i -4 " - wfroniy ¥ <
. at Madras, I'made a call for local contributions: J & SWessironr the Fanine Tetef-Corgadtim™

. My call wag Iinpatt. y '
tions defrayed the expenso of the several Teliof ¥ call was liberally responded to.  The subscrip-

. 3;“(1 she o y T .
This sum the d?nors hg.ve.presented towards the erection of a I;o': iz: lb‘d": el pecs 621-3.9.
to eny other suitable charitable purpose. pital an SC}‘°°I, at Collegal, or

g ges of Kamgherry, 'Anur, and
1ndmdyal‘gase had been inquired into, were admitted by tickets,
every dag. ~To the Ligh caste poor, doles of flour were given in

Lover the Mysore border.
Paupers ge:erally received a daily

fub:io Works, ’ ) ' . Th? special workg undertaken for the
.. relief of the able-bodied Poor, were the repairs

o - of two roads ; the Sa
: marags i
and the Sevasamoodrum road leading from Co]lervalbt':)ulg}?:x-) l:;:?‘e feding
A =S 8 ¢

T, 36. Ir order to Prevent the coolies leavin i
: ord ¢ g their hom :
/ vicinity of % -"wn villages  omes, tb.ey Were worked in gangs in the
of wages did & ‘;J;ceed 3 Annas foxj & man, and 14 Annas for & woman daj]
37.  Each shower of rain made 3 scnsible diminution in' the ny o
the works. In a few days they would again return to the rogds ‘As

performed by these coolies wag very inefficient.
altogetl{er,

from Collezal to Mysore,

m.bor of coolien employed on
might be expected, the labor
endeavoured to evade work

. J ’

ich combine to create
A deﬁcicncy of produc-
ndeavour to shew how

R;aqons why the distress was more geverel i 38, Of th
1 yifelt in the € Causes wh
Collepal Talook, than in the other North ¥ i H
Collesal 1alo orthern Talooks of this 8 scarcity of grain, Damely
- ~ tion and ex
. . xport, 1 ghyl
far the high prices may be traced to the one cause or the other ' e

39. For the last three years the raggy crop
been below the average of previous years. The crop of last seago
however, the returns shew an increase in the area of raggy cultivag;

- talock, some of which I have myself seen, and the truth of the exigt,
e

have assured me, I am led to think that the extraordingry b; .
deficit of prqduction./ onary ’fih Price

e,
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-~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5
- 8th March 1867.

- 40. -Within easy communication of Collegal is a large raggy-growing distriet, the Astagram
* division of Mysore. Up to this year, between the two places, there has been an extensive traffie
in grain, and prices were kept down. Last year the razgy crop in Mysore failed entirely, and no
grain was imported into Collegal. On the contrary, an export took place, and it is estimated
that one lac of candies was sent thither. This export must considerably have affocted prices.
41. Another reason for the excessive prices appears to ba the isolated position of the Colle.’ --
- gal Talook, to which I have before referred, and to the fact of there heing no road through the
talook by which supplies of grain might be brought from distant parts of the Coimbatore District.
Added to this, the general feoling of insecurity experienced by the merchants, and the fear of loot
should they surmount the difficulties of transport, all combined to render the grain-dealer suspi-
" cious, and to induce him to husband his stores. , S
42. The on-coming crop will be reaped about January, and though the present high rates
will probaLIy continue until that period, it is likely, from the quantity of grain now in store, that
. prices, after tho crop is reaped, will be lower than they haye been know"n to b2 for many years in

this part of the district, .

1. The foregoing ‘let;ter,‘ with its enclosuro, will be submitted for the infor-
mation of Government. o . A o

2. ‘The Board are glad to learn that Mr. Overbury has performed the duty
entruét(;d to him in so judicious and zealous a manner, and they join with the -

Collcctor in regretting that his health has been so seriously affected, ,
3. It is gratifying to find that the wealthier residents of the Collegal Talook
'poor, and that their liberality and the

contributed so gererously to_the aid of the’

]

of tha poorer classes, and prevented any loss of life fr(:xp actual starvation.
4. The Collector is requgsted to report fully on the subject of the roads refer.

red to in paragraphs 9 and 10 of fr, Overbury’s Report, submitting a rough plari

of the talook exhibiting the proposed lines.. - . - AR

.

[y

OzpER THEREON, 8th March 1867, No. 579.

1. The Colllector will cc;nvey to AMr, Overbury‘the
thanks of Government for the cfficient manner in which
he performed the special duty entrusted to him. The
Government regret to learn that his health has suffered in its execution. .

¢+, The Board will call on the qulector to ‘submit a scheme for. opening up
the Collegal Talook gradually by means of District roads. Tlie local cess will

- provide a considerable sum annually. | 77 .
T . "7 7 (True Extract.) :

No. 154

1

: ’r Miscellancous,

-

*" . R L . . N ' ' i Secretary'ia (Mg"nggmmgf____.‘
To the Collector of qumbhtore. N . L

- »» the Board of Revenue.
»» the Department Public Works,

Exd, S.T. Avgustin, ..~
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measures o special relier adopied-Dy AT, Uverbury greatly alleviated” the ‘distresg T~
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