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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
L S 8th March 1867.

No. 135. - Read the following Memorandum from the Cfliciating Commissioner of
Mysore, to the Sccretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated
Bangalore, 23rd February 1867, No. 6,554-47 :—

Your No. 375-2,951, dated 14th September 1866.

With reference to the above forwards, for™ the information of His Excellency
the Governor in Council, the accompanying copy of a Memorandum No. 690-627
of the 5th instant, addressed to the Executive Engineer, Shimoga Division, by the
Chief Engineer in Mysore, relative to the improvement of the Agumby ghaut.

Memorandum from the Chief Engincer of Mysere, to the Executive Engineer,

Shimoga Division, dated Binzalore, 5th February 1857, No. 630-629.
1. I inspected the Angumby ghaut
# 26th January 1867. to-day* in compauy with the Executive
) Engineer, Captain Palmer, whose charge,
as will be observed from the annexed eye-sketch, extends from the top to the
eighth turn, or about two and a half miles from the top.

9. The remaining four miles to the foot at Soméshwerzim, where the ghaut-
proper ceases, is under the Madras Department Public Works.

3. TFrom the extremely precipitous nature of the upper or Mysore portion of
the mountain face, it has only been with the utmost difficulty, and by blasting
through a considerable portion of the line, that the ghaut road has been carried
down. .

4, The turns at the end of the short zigzags are everywhere brought up
against sheer cliffs, and although, as I shall show further on, some slight extension
of length, and consequent flattening of gradient, may yet be gained, the work must
be extremely limited. The maximum gradient now being about 1in 11, I think
it might yet be possible to reduce this to 1 in 15 or 16, but more it does not scem
to me could well be promised without a vastly disproportionable expenditure of
means. The gradient over all, judged by difference of level betwoen the top of the

ghaut and Soméshweram, would be 1in 21, but much length is unavoidably lost by
flat portions above and below.

~ay 5. Tho ey i Of{tirely the reverse with the lower or the Madras end of the
ghavt excepting it thelt WPDEmOst Zi"gzag (the fifth), where the work is much the
samO 38 OUS3 and I may here be permitted to observe that this character prevails as
a rule, with all the ghauts, the steep upper portion in Mysore presenting difficultics
wholly uknont the lower or I.\Iadras portions, which ascend mostly in carth-
billside-cuting, and & 0ng th.e wide bases of the spurs at foot, neccssarily involy-
ing littl labor and l(fss. skill, and hel_lce, probably, the readiness with which,
ignorant 10 doubt 2 f this 1m.portant ph.y sical difference, the authorities on that side
bave preert thelr compiains, W{u be seen, as I proceed, that wherever the
game difficulties oceur on the Madras side, they have mado less effort than Mysoro
to overcome them.

6. My object, however, being to show what is actually now being done on the
Mysore side, under the small estimate sanctioned for special work to the ghaut,
amounting to Rupees 7,865, I beg now to note briefly, in detail, the most prominent
features as well as the points calling for immediate attention,
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This immunity from slips is doubtless, in gome ¢
extremely dense character of the vegetation which, ¢
side, and which should undoubtedly be Preserved
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The opposite characteristics of rock and y
duced, and will continue to produce slip
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s of the g
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———

ORDER THEREON, 8th March 1867, No. 491
CIVIL WORKS, No. 18, 1.

No. 136.

\

f’ommunicated to the Board of

: :han;l ;he .Superintending
to the Orders of Government No. 2,950 of the 14t} S:pttemgglilgg T e
2. Colonel Walker’s attention is requested to the remarks of thj Ch f¢E

lef Kngineer

of Mysore in paragraphs 5 and 16 regarding ¢}, ‘s
within the Madras limits, g tne co_ndmon of the Agumby ghaut

Engi-
ference

neer o

.

(True Extract.)
{Bigned) CHAR
LES A, ORR, Colonel, R, E,

Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue. ‘ .
,» Superintending Engineer, 7th Division, wjth Sketeh
,» Revenue Department. :
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